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The fragrances of Asia
Some names instantly conjure images of dreams and escape - India, Myanmar,
Malaysia, Borneo and Indonesia are amongst them.
And it is aboard the latest jewel in its fleet that La Compagnie du Ponant invites you
to set sail for ancient, mysterious and enchanting Asia.
For our Winter 2013/2014 season and for the very first time, LE SOLÉAL will set
sail to discover the secrets of this vast continent, visiting new empires and ancient
kingdoms rich in ancestral cultures with undoubted charm.
As a privileged passenger, we invite you to encounter Asia differently, to get closer to
its traditions, its history and the splendour of its many ancient vestiges.
As your cruise progresses, you will encounter Japan and its delightful blend of
traditions, a mix of modernity and imperial sensitivity. Further on, Vietnam offers
you its dynastic cities and the refinement of its fragrant trading posts. Then Indonesia
will appear, with Bali and its sculptural paddy fields. Next Thailand will reveal the
treasures of ancient Siam and its palaces with their brilliantly coloured roof tiles.
Further to the South lies Sri Lanka, like a drop of water fallen into the Indian Ocean,
and then eternal and enchanting India will become visible on the horizon.
But this magical continent will gain in intensity thanks to new destinations such as
Borneo, the wild island, a living demonstration of the evolution of our planet, and
Myanmar, ex-Burma, a country that is home to one of the most secrets of the Asian
civilisations.
Our experienced crew and knowledgeable and enthusiastic lecturers will accompany
you throughout your cruise and your journey will be punctuated by unexpected
encounters and unique emotions. Whichever itinerary you choose, let a subtle
alchemy transport you, the combination of the fragrances of Asia and the delicate
“French Touch” that is Compagnie du Ponant’s signature.

See you on board very soon!
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A different way
to discover Asia
with LE SOLÉAL

Travel this wide continent and its secrets that can be discovered
as you open a truck filled with forgotten treasures…

With its streamlined silhouette, friendly atmosphere, refined design, attentive service and
gastronomic cuisine, Le Soléal gives you the unrivalled pleasure of an intimate five-star
cruise.
Built using high-quality materials, with discreet refinement and gently nuanced shades: the
white Corian® of the counters in the lobby brings to mind the hulls of ships and contrasts
with the warmth of the leather. The central, transversal sculpture is made from enamelled
tiles and was directly inspired by the sea.
Fitted with 132 carefully designed cabins and suites, all with a sea view, Le Soléal, as
LE BORéAL and L’AUSTRAL, is perfectly in harmony with La Compagnie du Ponant’s policy
of offering all passengers exacting levels of service and real contact with the crew, and has
the advantage of being able to sail to exceptional destinations.

Welcome on Board…
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Life aboard:
An intimate and refined 5-star
atmosphere
Whichever cruise you choose, you will always find the same exceptional
conditions of comfort, service and elegance that have forged the reputation of
La Compagnie du Ponant. From the minute you set foot on Le Soléal, you will
appreciate the elegant authenticity of its atmosphere.
However, it is the French Art de Vivre aboard, where the discrete but attentive
service and excellent cuisine take pride of place, that will ensure the uniqueness
of your cruise.
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Prestigious Butler Service:
Attentive but discreet service
Our Butler is exclusively dedicated to passengers travelling in one of the suites on Deck 6,
and will offer you the privilege of a tailor-made and trouble-free cruise. Attentive and
unobtrusive, your Butler will be your primary contact, providing personalised daily service
and meeting all your expectations efficiently and discreetly.

Wellbeing between Sky and Sea:
The Spa & Fitness Centre
Because your cruise is unquestionably the ideal moment for taking care of yourself,
La Compagnie du Ponant has joined forces with the leading French Cosmetic House,
Sothys Paris™ to offer you a series of expert, top-of-the-range treatments. An interlude
of wellbeing.

Soothing massages, cocooning, expert, tailored beauty treatments, firming and lifting
treatments... unique moments of total relaxation for both men and women.
The wellbeing centre also includes a fitness room with huge plate-glass windows
opening onto the horizon as well as a hair salon.

As these treatments are in great demand, we recommend you book them at the same
time as your cruise. For more information, please see our “Ponant Yacht” Spa brochure
available from www.ponant.com
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YOUR cruises in asiA
departure Itinerary

Nights

areas

DO NOT MISS…

Port of
Calls

UNES

CO

PAGE

octobER 2013
oct 05th

Petropavlosk / Otaru

10 Nights

RussiA
JAPAN

The Kuril archipelago, Onekotan,
Matua & Lovushki islands

9

-

p. 27

oct 15th

Otaru / Osaka

7 Nights

Japan

Kyoto, Nara, Izumo, Gyongju,
Miyajima

6

5 sites

p. 27

oct 22nd

Osaka / Hong Kong

8 Nights

Japan

Kyoto, Okinawa, Mount
Sakurajima, Taipei

6

4 sites

p. 27

oct 30th

Hong Kong / Singapore

11 Nights

VIETNAM

Hanoi, Ha Long Bay, Hue,
Mekong Delta

8

4 sites

p. 31

novembER 2013
noV 10th

Singapore / Hong Kong

11 Nights

VIETNAM

Hanoi, Ha Long Bay, Hue,
Mekong Delta

8

4 sites

p. 31

nov 21st

Hong Kong / Singapore

11 Nights

VIETNAM

Hanoi, Ha Long Bay, Hue,
Mekong Delta

8

4 sites

p. 31

8 Nights

Malaysia
Thailand

Phu Quoc, Kuala Lumpur,
Malacca

7

3 sites

p. 37

dEcembER 2013
dEc 02nd

Singapore / Singapore

dEc 10th

Singapore / Bali

12 Nights

Indonesia Borobudur, Prambanan

10

4 sites

p. 41

dEc 22nd

Bali / Bali

13 Nights

Indonesia Lands of Toraja, Mount Bromo

11

3 sites

p. 41

TRAVEL FURTHER, TRAVEL LONGER
Would you like to take your time and travel at another rythm? By embarking on a ”Grand Voyage”,
la Compagnie du Ponant offers you the possibility to take ongoing cruises for even more emotions and discovery.
Do no longer hesitate and sail on board LE SOLÉAL from 12 to 46 days.
Discover our special consecutive cruises offers pages 56-57
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departure Itinerary

Nights

areas

DO NOT MISS…

Port of
Calls

UNES

CO

PAGE

January 2014
jan 04th

Bali / Singapore

13 Nights

Indonesia Sandakan, Makassar, Kota
BORNEO
Kinabalu, Komodo, Iban Tribes

jan 17th

Singapore / Hong Kong

11 Nights

VIETNAM

jan 28th

Hong Kong / Singapore

11 Nights

10

3 sites

p. 43

Hanoi, Ha Long Bay, Hue,
Mekong Delta

7

4 sites

p. 31

VIETNAM

Hanoi, Ha Long Bay, Hue,
Mekong Delta

7

4 sites

p. 31

February 2014
feB 08th

Singapore / Hong Kong

11 Nights

VIETNAM

Hanoi, Ha Long Bay, Hue,
Mekong Delta

7

4 sites

p. 31

feB 19th

Hong Kong / Ho Chi Minh

10 Nights

VIETNAM

Hanoi, Ha Long Bay, Hue,
Hoi An, Mekong Delta

8

4 sites

p. 33

mar 01st

Ho Chi Minh / Kuala Lumpur 13 Nights

Malaysia
Thailand

Penang, Ho Chi Minh, Phu
Quoc, Bangkok, Ayutthaya

8

4 sites

p. 37

mar 14th

Kuala Lumpur / Colombo

13 Nights

Myanmar Mandalay, Yangon, Bagan,
SRI LANKA Shwedagon Pagoda, Dambula

7

6 sites

p. 47

Mar 27th

Colombo / Muscat

17 Nights

India
MALDIVEs

10

4 sites

p. 51

march 2014

Kochi, Mumbai, Backwaters,
Taj Mahal, Jaipur, Delhi

Asia in images, visit our website www.ponant.com
ASIA film BY

COMPAGNIE DU PONANT, gives you a preview of your cruise.
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cartography
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ASIA
HISTORY & CULTURE
O
nce upon a time there was Asia... That is how the story
of this vast continent could begin, as its distant origins have
shaped it almost like a legend.

Venice, February 1280. An old man confides a few secrets
to his nearest and dearest. A seasoned traveller, he has spent
his life following the horizon, looking for adventure on the
seven seas. Although he has already told the tales of his distant
travels in a work entitled “Books of the Marvels of the World”,
there are still plenty of untold anecdotes in his memory:
”I haven’t told you half of what I have seen because I knew
you wouldn’t believe me”. This mysterious and incredible
sight was Asia, a distant land that had fired the imagination
of this young man, when his father told him tales of his
adventures in the Andaman Sea.
An exceptional journey? Yes, because this seasoned traveller is Marco POLO. He spent
nearly 17 years, from 1274 to 1291, sailing through the China Seas, the Gulf of Thailand
(Siam), the Malacca Strait and the Bay of Bengal, looking for rare spices, delicate silk, pearls
and precious stones, on behalf of the Mongol Emperor, Kubla Khan, for whom he became
the Ambassador and Adviser. From North to South, East to West, he explored the deepest
soul of the Asian continent, witnessing the diversity of cultures and the bewitching beauty of
its landscapes.
By travelling to India, Vietnam, Myanmar, Indonesia, Japan, Thailand, Malaysia and Sri
Lanka - countries visited by land or reached by sea – Marco POLO was probably the first
European to discover what has become known today as Eternal Asia.

For its Winter 2013-2014 season, La Compagnie du Ponant invites you
to discover these distant lands, all of which are accessible from the sea,
aboard the latest jewel in its fleet, LE SOLÉAL.
Make a journey, sail in the wake of Marco POLO and set off to encounter
ancient civilisations that have fired the imaginations of so many writers,
including J. Rudyard KIPLING, Joseph KESSEL, Somerset MAUGHAM,
Marguerite DURAS and Pierre LOTI.
When he spoke of there being many Asias, Marco POLO was not mistaken.
Because although it is a singular destination, its wealth and its treasures are
plural.
With La Compagnie du Ponant, set sail on a voyage of discovery to Asia
and experience moments of rare emotions!
There are journeys... and then there is adventure in Asia.
14 | Winter Cruises 2013 - 2014

“A golden mystery upheaved itself on the horizon - a beautiful
winking wonder that blazed in the sun. There’s the old
Shwedagon... said my companion. ...The golden dome said:
This is Burma, and it will be quite unlike any land you know
about...” J. Rudyard KIPLING.
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ASIA

8 countries in the spotlight...
Is your dream to travel differently, moving from destination to destination and country to country
without having to pack and unpack your suitcase each time? La Compagnie du Ponant offers you
the chance of going further. As a privileged passenger on whichever cruise you choose, you will
visit a succession of countries when LE SOLÉAL sets sail for the Asian continent.
And because cruising does not mean just seeing the coastline and brushing the shores of a distant
land, La Compagnie du Ponant offers you another perspective on Asia, with our program of shore
excursions that are rich in culture and sensations. Designed especially for you, our cruise-tours will
take you to some of the most little-known sites, as we sail from one port of call to another, with each
morning bringing the promise of a new horizon.

JAPAN
Long cloaked in mystery as a result of being autarchic and insular, Japanese
civilisation has followed a truly unique path. With its 3,900 small islands
and its 4 main isles, the Japanese archipelago offers visitors an unusual
palette of landscapes and cultures and a rich medley of traditions, with
secular temples and quiet sanctuaries co-existing alongside the futuristic
technology of its bustling cities. In the Land of the Rising Sun, the pace
is set by both the frenetic energy of the country’s major cities with their
unique architecture, and the serenity of its gardens, whose secrets are
guarded by majestic scarlet ”Torii”. From Tokyo to Osaka, the new beating
heart of the country, through to romantic Kyoto; from sacred gardens to
ancient sanctuaries, secular temples, and the delicate landscapes of Nara,
Japan offers you fascinating and unique experiences. Eager for progress
and enriched by its medieval past, the former Empire of Japan has an
exceptionally refined culture.
Major sites: Tokyo, Kyoto, Nara, Kanazawa, Miyajima.

MALAYSIA
A natural gem with unrivalled landscapes, surrounded on either side by the Strait
of Malacca and the China Sea, Malaysia is divided into two regions: Peninsular
Malaysia and East Malaysia. The first, a long finger of land pointing towards Indonesia
and Australia, reveals the colourful temples of its colonial towns and the hospitable
lands that successively welcomed the Chinese, Indian and Malaysian people. The
second, to the North of Borneo, offers pristine landscapes and a fascinating return
to nature. You will explore authentic villages and a world of legends that tell how
the world began. With its turquoise sea, magnificent sunsets, mysterious mangroves,
wild islands and crystal-clear waters, Malaysia has inspired 20th century literature
as the setting for exciting adventures featuring pirates and sultans. Lastly, Malaysia’s
ancient jungle is the realm of the nomadic indigenous people and its stunning nature
is home to unique animals found nowhere else in the world. A trip to Malaysia is a
trip to discover the roots of our planet, where nature is king and where dense tropical
forests, beaches of golden sand and exceptional underwater treasures mingle.
Major sites: Kuala Lumpur, Borneo, Penang.
16 | Winter Cruises 2013 - 2014

VIETNAM
A fascinating journey to a part of Asia that is both
close and familiar due to a shared past, to the nostalgic
memories of beautiful Indochina... We invite you to
discover the splendours and mysteries of the country with
two deltas. Surrounded by the Gulf of Thailand, the Gulf
of Tonkin and the South China Sea, Vietnam seems to
have sailed through time without suffering its effects. This
land of legendary beauty, whose shape is reminiscent of
a dragon, will reveal to you its sumptuous landscapes
such as its tiered rice paddies, the glittering mirrors of
the jagged mountain ranges, and its lush jungle. You
will discover the 1,650 km-long coastline that inspired
the novels of Marguerite Duras and whose past,
during which mingled kings, heroines and divinities,
now influences an exceptional cultural diversity. At the
crossroads of a long and rich history, succumb to the
charm of its idyllic natural sites, its lively traditional towns
and its refined cuisine. A trip to Vietnam is a delight for
the spirit and the senses, offering stunning scenery, a
feeling of calm and wonder and, above all, remarkable
cultural enrichment.
Major sites: Ha Long Bay, Hue, Hanoi, Mekong Delta.

THAILAND
Thailand, the land of a thousand faces, could be
considered a true microcosm of Asia, combining in one
country the modernity of its hyperactive megalopolis,
the serenity of its Buddhist temples and the splendour
of its sleek palaces. From the Burmese borders in the
North to the Malaysian border in the South, Thailand
stretches across some 1,700 km with a surprising variety
of landscapes. This land of abundant natural riches
unfurls pristine, unspoiled beaches, deep forests and
fascinating nature reserves. Thailand has not just one,
but many faces. In the mountains of the north we can
find the ancestral beauty of the minority populations, in
the temples (also known as Wat) the serenity of Buddha
is tangible and in the islands of the Andaman Sea, we
see paradise. The former Kingdom of Siam has a strong
identity, developed through its arts, its culture, and even
its own alphabet. Through the streets of Bangkok you
will walk in the footsteps of the Buddhist doctrine and
meet the hospitable locals, whereas in the north you
will be greeted by perfectly preserved nature, offering
you wonderful cultural and historical vestiges. And
everywhere, you will find the refinement, gentleness and
charm created by the immaculate white of the beaches
and the feeling of peace emanating from Buddha.
Major sites: Bangkok, Ayutthaya, the South Islands.
ASIA COLLECTION by
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ASIA

8 countries in the spotlight...
BURMA or MYANMAR
Nestled under the Himalayan peaks between India and
China, and stretching over the vast rice fields of the Bay of
Bengal and the Andaman Sea, Myanmar was built at the
powerful yet slow pace of the Irrawaddy River. Along these
2,000 km of water flows everything the Western imagination
finds wonderful. Home to gold-, ruby- and jade-filled lands,
teak forests where white elephants roam, and mythical skies
towards which stretch the silhouettes of the sacred pagodas,
Myanmar is still considered a very secret country as it only
grants entry to a restricted number of travellers. With its
singular ethnic mix and its plural nature where Asia reveals
all its splendours, the land we call Myanmar has many a
surprise in store. Yangon, Mandalay and Bagan are just a
few of the evocative places tinged with colonial nostalgia
which inspired J. Rudyard Kipling, Joseph Kessel and
Norman Lewis to dream. Unique, authentic, and shrouded
in mystery for too long, there is no end to the wonders this
land of pagodas and golden roofs has in store for visitors in
search of beauty and emotion.
Major sites: Bagan, Mandalay, Yangon.

INDONESIA
Like a pearl necklace set against a coral backdrop, the
Indonesian archipelago’s 18,000 islands are dotted between
Asia and the Pacific Ocean, over some 5,000 km from East
to West. A fascinating melting pot of mysterious cultures and
inexhaustible reserve of natural resources, some one thousand
years ago Indonesia became the destination of choice for
merchant ships coming from China, attracted by the hidden
treasures of the archipelago. A popular destination since time
immemorial, successive waves of peoples have landed on its
shores, including Indians, Chinese, Portuguese, and Dutch,
bringing new influences and lifestyles to the archipelago.
Although the sea has played a decisive role in transforming the
Indonesian civilisation, the earth and its volcanoes have also
contributed to shaping its identity, by way of the fertile lava on
which lush rice fields have been planted. But Indonesia has even
more to offer its visitors: its way of life and ancestral traditions
give it a unique aspect where harmony prevails. The richness
and multiplicity of this group of islands are evident in Sumatra,
Java, Bali and Sulawesi, in their fabulous setting.
Major sites: Borobudur, Komodo National Park, Mount Bromo,
Tana Toraja.
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SRI LANKA
The most distant echoes of the Ramayana describe “the
green pearl” as a dazzling world. Resembling a teardrop
detached from India, at the Southern tip of Asia, Sri Lanka
will reveal its treasures to you: the fineness of its architecture,
the serenity of its Buddhist temples, and the generosity of
its people. The Pearl of the Indian Ocean rises from the
waters to give you the chance to relive the British nostalgia
of its tea plantations. In the footsteps of elephants, discover
the Ceylon of old through its ancient vestiges, which tell the
story of an island where the living is easy, its mysterious
cities, its majestic mountains, and its glistening waterfalls.
The spice gardens with their sweet smell of ginger and
cinnamon, the tropical heat, the rare woods, the warm
rains and the delicate tea plant flowers are just a few
examples of Sinhalese treasures. We are offering you
an intense and authentic trip where enchantment, natural
wonders and cultural richness abound.
“There is a heaven on earth. I have seen it. When you
leave the island of Andaman and sail to the South-East
a little for a thousand miles, you come to the island of
Ceylon, which is undoubtedly the finest island in the world.”
Marco Polo.
Major sites: Dambulla, Polonurawa, Colombo.

INDIA
It would no doubt take several lifetimes to truly visit
mysterious India, the eternal land of ancient traditions
and little-known port of calls. This continent and country
is vast not only in terms of its dimensions, but also its
geographic and cultural diversity. Here, the contrast
with the West is startling... If the architecture of Northern
India is reminiscent of the great colonial periods and
the omnipotence of the Rajputs, Southern India is an
authentic and traditional region where sacred temples,
Dravidian palaces and tropical vegetation are each
more beautiful than the other. Le Soléal invites you on
a journey to discover the spice trade that has shaped the
history of this region since the 7th century, as well as the
Malabar Coast, through its architecture, its culture and
its way of life. The coastlines of Southern India also bear
a trace of India’s colonial history: the Portuguese in Kochi
or Goa, the French in Pondicherry, and the English who
settled in Madras before transforming Bombay (Mumbai
today) into the economic capital of British India.
Major sites: Taj Mahal, Jaipur, Kochi, the backwaters.
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THE UNMISSABLE ASIAN
DESTINATIONS

As a privileged passenger on LE SOLÉAL, we invite you to discover the principle sites of Asia on
our cruise-tours. The port of calls, pre- and post-cruise programs and the mid-cruise extensions
will give you access to all the best-kept secrets of the Asian continent.
UNES

CO

KYOTO in Japan
If Tokyo’s appeal lies in its futuristic aspect, Kyoto on the other hand
is the cultural and historical centre of the Land of the Rising Sun.
Capital of Japan from 794 until the Meiji Restoration in 1868, this city
basks in a mellow atmosphere, lulled by the tranquil flow of the Kamo
River. Now the sixth largest city in Japan, Kyoto is home to a history
that dates back more than 1,000 years and has earned it the title of
the ”true spiritual capital of the Japanese archipelago”.
With its wonderful sanctuaries, monuments and historical districts,
gardens and natural sites, forested hills and more than 1,800 temples,
Kyoto has everything a traveller likes. For more than a thousand years,
the emperors lived in this city where the cult of beauty and tradition are
still flourishing. Geishas, with their immaculate white faces and mouths
painted like two bright red petals, represent a living work of art and
have inspired the greatest directors and authors. A symbol and icon of
femininity, they are also “female artists” whose culture and know-how
goes back more than a thousand years.

ORANG-UTAN SANCTUARY
in Borneo
Since the beginning of the 20th century, the oldest tropical
rainforest in the world has been protected within the national
parks of Malaysia.
It’s at the heart of one of these natural heritage sites, Sandakan
National Park in Sabah, situated in the North-West of
Borneo, that you will set out to explore primitive landscapes
and experience a natural and unique adventure. This oldgrowth forest is one of the richest kaleidoscopes of flora and
fauna, including the famous orang-utan, whose name means
“man of the forest” in Malay. The latter is the only Asian
representative of the great apes and is easily recognisable
by its long arms and its flamboyant orange fur. Particularly
impressive, like their cousins the gorillas and chimpanzees,
orang-utans are capable of using tools and learning simple
languages through signs. Aside from mothers and their
young, orang-utans are a solitary species that spend most of
their life swinging from the tops of tall trees. Treat yourself to
this thrilling encounter and a fascinating adventure back to
nature, in pristine scenery from the beginning of time.
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UNES

CO

HA LONG BAY in Vietnam
Is it possible to discover Vietnam without sailing to the heart of the
legendary Ha Long Bay?
This invaluable treasure is certainly one of the most famous landscapes
in Asia. Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1994, for
a long time the bay was compared to the magical landscapes of
the karst islands of Guilin in China. Here the spectacle is endless,
between the ghostly rocky pitons with their strange shapes emerging
from the turquoise waters of the Gulf of Tonkin, the engulfed mountains
and mysterious caverns with their charming names, Ha Long Bay and
its surreal chaos have given rise to many legends. One says that a
dragon, the mythical creature found in Asian beliefs, is a permanent
resident of this magnificent natural site. The movements of its tail
created this exceptional and mysterious landscape. These countless
small islands are home to beaches and caves carved out by the wind
and waves, and singing birds bring their sparsely wooded slopes
to life. Surrender to the magic of the place and contemplate the
silhouettes of traditional sampans emerging from the horizon as the sun
goes down... Whether you discover Ha Long Bay under a gleaming
sun or shrouded in mist, depending on the season the scenery will be
different but the sight of it will be just as magical.

UNES

CO

AYUTTHAYA in Thailand
Capital of the former Kingdom of Siam for four centuries,
Ayutthaya - and its surrounding region - has retained
many traces of its prestigious past.
This city was built on an artificial island at the confluence
of the Phraya, Pasak and Lopburi rivers and has preserved
a myriad of vestiges to rival the most beautiful countries.
Remarkably enhanced by shaded lawns, banyan trees and
frangipani trees, sumptuous scenery awaits as you discover
the houses on stilts and heavy barges loaded with rice. The
flagship city of all of South-East Asia, its reliquary towers,
called prangs, and its Buddhist monasteries of gigantic
proportions give some indication of the historical past of
the Thai culture. A meeting point for all nations and a hub
of international trade, as early as the 16th century Ayutthaya
became one of the greatest political centres of the Orient.
As such, the royal court played host to ambassadors from all
over the world, including the royal court of Versailles and the
imperial courts of Japan and China. Retrace the history of
this former empire by exploring its museums and ruins, listed
as UNESCO World Heritage Sites since 1991. We are
offering you a chance to journey through time to discover the
splendours of this former capital - treasures that filled visitors
from the West with admiration as early as the 17th century.
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THE UNMISSABLE ASIAN
DESTINATIONS

UNES

CO

BAGAN
Bagan Plains in Myanmar

Almost one thousand years ago, Anawrahta, king of the 1st Burmese
Empire, embarked on one of the most ambitious religious building
projects in history, in the capital of his kingdom: Bagan.
Tucked away in a bend of the Irrawaddy River, the plain bristling with
over 2,000 pagodas stretches for some 40 km², treating the eye to
a forest of sparkling domes rising above the flame trees and mango
trees. Bagan is a former religious capital with an incomparable
architectural heritage, where time seems to have stood still on the
silhouettes of the stupas, the silent remains of a period when, for
3 centuries, Bagan was the seat of Buddhist doctrine. As the sun
sets, the spectacle becomes magical: the checkerboard of secular
temples is suffused with light and comes to life in the mist rising
from the river. Ochre and pink compete for pre-eminence, while the
gold glimmers more brightly and the blue of the sky deepens. But
this sanctuary is not only a relic of a Buddhist kingdom long-since
disappeared. It is still a place of worship and pilgrimage and a
living environment for the locals who cultivate their crops and drive
their carts amongst the temples, just as their distant ancestors did.
Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1994, the Bagan
Plains are a major archaeological site where the roof-cum-terrace of
a pagoda can become a fantastic vantage point for visitors seeking
authentic images and emotions.

UNES

CO

BOROBUDUR in Java - Indonesia

Built between the 8th and 9th centuries by the Sailendra
dynasty that reigned on the island of Java for some
5 centuries, the Borobudur Temple has perfect dimensions
and is nestled among rice paddies and palm trees.
Built on three levels rising in harmoniously distributed tiers,
Borobudur is not only the largest Buddhist temple in the
world; it is also one of the oldest and probably the most
beautiful. Roused from sleep by the Dutch archaeologists
who found it in 1905, this sanctuary is now considered to
be the most remarkable example of the Buddhist doctrine,
which earned its inclusion on the list of UNESCO World
Heritage Sites in 1970. Along the circular platforms, the
walls and balustrades are decorated with finely sculpted bas
relief depicting numerous scenes of Javanese life a thousand
years ago. Since the completion of its restoration, Borobudur
is once again a place of worship and pilgrimage, said
to guide one towards the path of enlightenment. The site
radiates a feeling of peace and plenitude that cannot fail
to move you.
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DAMBULLA in Sri Lanka
On the side of a colossal 600 m long block of granite,
rounded like the back of an elephant, caves dug straight out
of the rock are home to the wonderful treasures of Dambulla,
a magnificently preserved cave monastery.
A major pilgrimage destination for more than twenty
centuries, the five gold and silver sanctuaries of Dambulla
form an exceptional set of buildings and certainly the
largest cave temple in Sri Lanka. This “rock temple” is
composed of several adjoining caves filled with coloured
granite statues and sumptuous frescoes. These have stood
the test of time to present us today with a moving example
of Singhalese medieval art. In the second cave, the Cave
of the Great Kings, the most beautiful 15-metre long statue
carved from the rock itself and suffused with a soft light
depicts a sleeping Buddha. Surrounded by some 53 other
buddhas, each in a different pose, this sleeping Buddha
rests in the middle of a set of frescoes painted in the
17th century. In scarlet and ochre tones, they illustrate
scenes from the life of the great teacher, before and after
his death. A legend suggests that King Valagam Bahu
took refuge here when fleeing the Tamil invaders in the
1st century B.C. After reconquering his kingdom, he turned
these caves into a sacred site and transformed these
temples into richly decorated sanctuaries.

UNES

CO

TAJ MAHAL in India

Before Delhi became the capital of India, Agra was home to
the Mughal Imperial Court in the 16th and 17th centuries and
a number of emperors left their mark there as a touching
trace of their reign. The Taj Mahal in Agra is an exceptional
example of this.
Built on the bank of the Yamuna River by Emperor Shah
Jahan in loving memory of his favourite wife, this luminous
monument to eternal love is the most beautiful example
of Indo-Persian art. With perfect dimensions, it is one of
the most universally-admired World Heritage Sites. Entirely
built of white marble and encrusted with thousands of
precious stones forming superb floral motifs, the mausoleum
is extremely refined and took almost 20 years to build.
20,000 labourers and craftsmen and 40,000 elephants,
were necessary to erect this masterpiece. Due to the
extraordinary richness of its calligraphic details it has been
compared to ”a vision, a dream, a poem, a wonder...”,
and its Mughal gardens (called gardens of delights) were
designed to depict the Islamic heaven, with silk cotton treelined alleys.
Do not miss this majestic marble monument and moving
mausoleum-cum-garden, which the morning lights bathe in
soft colours, giving it a mysterious and magical glow.
ASIA COLLECTION by
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japAn
W

ith its blend of modernity and tradition and its imperial sensitivities is there any country
more fascinating than Japan for a western traveller?

Our cruises aboard LE SOLÉAL to the heart of the Japanese archipelago invite you to
discover the Land of the Rising Sun, which lives at the pace of its huge cities but is soothed by
the serenity of its gardens, their secrets guarded by elegant gateways or vermillion ”Torii”.
Eager for progress and enriched by its medieval past, the former Empire of Japan has an
exceptionally refined culture, which you will be invited to discover at each port of call.

S

tretching over 3,000 km from North to South and located in East Asia, facing the
immensity of the Pacific, these thousands of islands form an archipelago which could be
considered as a planet in its own right, given the extent to which the most ancient arts and
traditions co-exist harmoniously with the most avant-garde technology. Over the centuries,
Japan has been subject to many influences, particularly from China, which have altered its
culture and traditions. Today, the country of the Shogun warriors has managed to preserve
its identity and offers the traveller the splendour of its landscapes, worthy of the most delicate
engravings, and also its sanctuaries where time appears to stand still.

As the cruise progresses, LE SOLÉAL will sail close to Kagoshima, to the gateways of

former Samurai homes, then to the heart of the traditional districts of Kyoto where Geishas
are still considered icons of femininity, or to the foot of huge glass and steel skyscrapers and
the futuristic technology that reigns in the vibrant city of Osaka.
As your cruise unfolds and you sail to each destination, let this intensely creative country
surprise you.

“...The entire cosmos, the entire universe is here
and now, the infinitely past and the infinitely
future, eternity is now...”.
Osaka

Φ = 34° 38,5’ N
G = 135° 25,3’ E

Eihei DOGEN,
Poet and founder of the Japanese
branch of the Zen school
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JAPAN

on board LE SOléAL

Cruises
UNES

octobER 15th & 22nd 2013
From 2 352 €
See price list page 56

CO

BUSAN - GYEONGJI
If the traditional image of South Korea is of the Land of the Morning
Calm, the cultural slogan is that of a “dynamic country”. And culture
is considered to be an essential sector for generating an impact on
the international stage. Not far from Busan, the country’s second city,
Gyeongji (also known as Kyongju) is an unmissable stop. The former
capital of the Silla dynasty, this 1000-year old town presents a number
of vestiges that speak of its prestigious past. The Silla Dynasty was one
of the old dynasties in Asia; it brought Buddhism to Korea as well as
printing, porcelain and writing. During this port of call you will visit
a number of royal tombs buried under the walls of secular temples,
demonstrating the cultural and historical importance of this museum-city.
You will discover the moving Bulguksa Temple on the slopes of Mount
Tohamsan. Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a veritable
architectural masterpiece from the Silla Empire, it represents one of the
most important sites in Korea for the Buddhist faith.

KAGOSHIMA
In Kagoshima Bay, not far from the Sakurajima volcano, lies a
sun-kissed city and a horizon of the most astonishing palette of
blues: Kagoshima. This charming ancient fortified town lies in the
South of Kyushu Island and is known as the ”Naples of the East”
because of its abundant sunshine, blue skies and the beauty of
the surrounding ocean. Mont Sakurajima was once an island in
its own right, but the eruption of the volcano of the same name
caused its landmass to join up with Kyushu when the lava filled in
the strait that separated them. This still active volcano dominates
the city and has become the symbol of it. Come and see its power
for yourself during a walk to the Arimura Observatory and do not
miss the chance to preserve these superb views for posterity.

HIROSHIMA
This is a moving visit; it is impossible to forget the tragic event, the
scars of which Hiroshima secretly hides. Founded in 1589 by the
feudal lord Terumoto Mori, northen coast of the inland Seto Sea,
Hiroshima has become a modern city, one that is lively and very
active. Not far from here, at the heart of the Inland Sea, Miyajima,
the “island sanctuary” will reveal its treasures. In the background
you will see the Shinto Grand Sanctuary, whose entrance is guarded
by a magnificent vermillion Torii. Considered to be one of the most
beautiful sites in the Japanese islands, you will be transported by the
unique character and the serenity of this sacred site.
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From Petropavlosk in Russia, set out on your discovery of Asia,
sailing through the heart of the Kuril archipelago to reach the
East China Sea and Japan. Located on the Pacific Ring of Fire,
this group of volcanic islands is home to timeless landscapes.
Lush green craters called calderas, caused by faults in the earth’s
crust, contrast with the blue of the Pacific. In the foreground,
both sea life and land animals seem to enjoy the setting. Don’t
miss out on this exceptional cruise! It will land you in Otaru
where you can then continue cruising on the Otaru-Osaka
cruise departing 15 October 2013.
Discover our offers for back-to-back cruises at page 56.

Korsakov

Otaru
japAn

UNES

Okhotsk
Sea
Kuril
Basin

russiA
petropavlovsk

Atlasovo
Onekotan
Shiashikotan
Shumshu
Tulenyo
Paramushir
Ekarma
Chirpoy Shimushir Yamkicha

CO

The name Kanazawa or “golden swamp” comes from a legend
that tells about a peasant was washing gold dust in a local
swamp. Designated by UNESCO as a “City Of Crafts And
Folk Art”, for two centuries Kanazawa was an ancient citadel
developed around a feudal castle. Discover Kenrokuen Gardens,
one of the three most beautiful gardens in Japan. During this visit
do not miss the tranquil Shigure Tei Teahouse, a haven of serenity
where you can be initiated in the traditional tea ceremony. Far
from the frenzy of the imposing Japanese megalopolis, we are
inviting you on a journey to the heart of an ancestral Japan.

Otaru
Japan
Sea

South
Korea

JapAn

Kanazawa
Sakaiminato

Busan

Hiroshima

osaka

DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Otaru (Japan)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

J2

At Sea

J3

Kanazawa (Japan)

J4

Sakaiminato (Japan)

J5

Busan (South Korea)

J6

At Sea

J7

Hiroshima (Japan)

J8

Osaka (Japan)
Disembarkation

osaka • hong kong
CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: OCTOBER 22nd 2013
9 DAYS / 8 NIGHTS

R

KANAZAWA

CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: OCTOBER 15th 2013
8 DAYS / 7 Nights

R

E
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N
IO
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LE SOLÉAL: OCTOBER 05th 2013
11 DAYS / 10 Nights

A
RK G

SOFT

Otaru • osaka
PA

petropavlosk • Otaru

JapAn
Kagoshima

Osaka

China
Sea

Keelung

Naha

Taïwan
Hong Kong
DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Osaka (Japan)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

J2

At Sea

J3

Kagoshima (Japan)

J4

At Sea

J5

Naha (Japan)

J6

Keelung (Taïwan)

J7

At Sea

J8

Hong Kong (Hong Kong)

J9

Hong Kong (Hong Kong)
Disembarkation
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vietnam
With its itineraries punctuated with history and culture, taking in fragrant trading posts at

the heart of glistening paddy fields, LE SOLÉAL will transport you to the Pearl of the Orient,
whose name is evocative of light, delicate aromas and enchanting cultures.

A gracious country whose silhouette forms the outline of a dragon, Vietnam remains

unspoiled for the traveller in search of authenticity. Generously blessed by nature, the country
offers a wide range of unique landscapes, from the high peaks of its mountains in the far
North to the emerald green carpet formed by its terraced paddy fields in the South.

Over the centuries, the history of this land has been marked by a number of invasions

which saw kings and emperors battle for power and create many dynasties. And it is these
cultural and historical influences that produced the country’s incomparable sites. In contrast
to the vibrant city of Hanoi, the sumptuous decor of Ha Long Bay and the brilliance of the
imperial city of Hue leave unforgettable memories. So many exceptional sites that we invite
you to discover with each of Le SOLÉAL’s port of call.

T

oday, the last Asian dragon has awoken from its slumber; past and present co-exist in
a country where the frenzy of the streets combines with the gentle tinkling of the pagoda
bells. Let Vietnam cast its spell over you as you sail along the mythical Mekong River, in the
languorous landscapes of Marguerite DURAS, where, along the shores lined with ancient
colonial villas, you can catch a glimpse of the remains of beautiful Indochina.

“...My mother sometimes told me that I would never
see a river as beautiful, as large and as wild as
the Mekong and its delta. A watery mass that
flows to the Ocean, it moves fast, it pours as if
the Earth were tilted...”.
Ho Chi Minh

Φ = 10° 47’ N
G = 106° 43’ E

Marguerite DURAS - L’Amant (The Lover)
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vietnam

on board LE SOLÉAL

cruises
UNES

FROM OCTOBER 2013 TO FEBRUARY 2014
From 3 395 €
See price list page 57

CO

HA LONG BAY
Words are inadequate to describe the natural marvel of Ha Long Bay.
Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1994, its name means
“Bay of the descending dragon”. Whether cones, rocky needles,
pitons or hills, all of these limestone forms are the result of the combined
actions of wind and waves. The 2,000 islands emerging from the jade
waters offer a surreal and magical vision. In these strangely shaped
hills that seem to float on the surface of the water, the silence of the
sea is total, only broken by the cry of a seabird. In the 18th century,
these coastlines and their many caves were the ideal location for
Chinese and Vietnamese pirates. In this spectacular marine landscape
of limestone pillars, untouched by human hand, you will see ancient
karst caves formed at the foot of the cliffs. Discovering one of the most
beautiful maritime sites in Vietnam is an unmissable and unforgettable
event.

NHA TRANG
Nestled against the mountains that dominate the West of the city, but
entirely facing the sea, Nha Trang is a very well known seaside resort,
whose large bay is scattered with lush green islands. A little further
on, you will discover the Po Nagar sanctuary, a magnificent religious
architectural structure with majestic towers built between the 7th and
12th centuries. The spiritual capital of the Cham people, an ancient
civilisation of Hindu origin, the Po Nagar site also offers a fabulous
view over the mouth of the Cai River.

SINGAPORE
Lying at the tip of the Malay Peninsula, the ”Lion City” is known
throughout the world for its economic success and its cosmopolitan
lifestyle. A trading city on the edges of the Orient, Singapore can be
proud of its multiculturalism. Its ethnic, religious and cultural diversity
are an illustration of the complexity of an entire continent. Still rich
in British traditions and stoicism, the city is now the third largest
financial centre in the world, an essential destination for the jet set
and business people. Entirely dedicated to business, Singapore is
also home to a remarkable artistic vitality that combines the best
of Western and Eastern cultures. Do not miss the Thian Hock Keng
temple dedicated to Ma Zu, the goddess of the sea, and discover the
colonial district, the veritable cultural heart of the city.
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Bordering the former colonial district in the East of the city,
the Saigon River gives Ho Chi Minh the image of a city
that embraces its Delta and is open to the world. A majestic
waterway located in Southern Vietnam, it takes its source near
Phum Daung in the South-East of Cambodia, before meeting
the Nhà Bè, to the South of the city. From the gardens that
have been built along the Ton Duc Thang avenue, do not miss
the ceaseless ballet of the fragile looking skiffs that sail their
way past the huge cargo ships coming from Hong Kong and
Taïwan. Enjoy the strains of traditional Vietnamese music and
be seduced by the splendid scenery along the riverbanks, such
as the colonial houses that emerge from the lush vegetation, the
last relics of the former French districts. Discovering the Saigon
River means sailing in a small boat along the arroyos, getting
lost in one of the many colourful floating markets, or gazing
at one of the countless pagodas that illustrate the fervour of its
inhabitants, so different from our western culture.

HONG KONG • Singapore
LE SOLÉAL: OCT 30th, NOV 21st 2013
& Jan 28th 2014
12 DAYS / 11 NIGHTS

CTURE
LE

R

SAILING ON THE SAIGON RIVER

Hong Kong

Haiphong

Ha Long Bay

vietnam
Saigon River
Gulf of
Thailand

Da Nang
Nha Trang
Ho Chi Minh
South China
Sea

Malaysia
Singapore
DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Hong Kong (Hong Kong)
Embarkation from 16.00 to 17.00

J2

At Sea

J3

Haiphong (Vietnam)

J4

Ha Long Bay (Vietnam)

J5

At Sea

J6

Da Nang (Vietnam)

J7

At Sea

J8

Nha Trang (Vietnam)

J9

Sailing the Saigon River - Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam)

J 10

At Sea

J 11

At Sea

J 12

Singapore (Singapore)
Disembarkation

Singapore • HONG KONG
CTURE
LE

R

LE SOLÉAL: NOV 10th 2013,
JAN 17th & FEB 08th 2014
12 DAYS / 11 NIGHTS

Hong Kong

Haiphong

Ha Long Bay

vietnam
Saigon River
Gulf of
Thailand

Da Nang
Nha Trang
Ho Chi Minh
South China
Sea

Malaysia
Singapore
DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Singapore (Singapore)
Embarkation from 16.00 to 17.00

J2

At Sea

J3

Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam)

J4

Sailing the Saigon River - Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam)

J5

Nha Trang (Vietnam)

J6

At Sea

J7

Da Nang (Vietnam)

J8

At Sea

J9

Ha Long Bay (Vietnam)

J 10

Haiphong (Vietnam)

J 11

At Sea

J 12

Hong Kong (Hong Kong)
Disembarkation
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vietnam

on board LE SOLÉAL

cruises

FEBRUARY 19th 2014
From 3 115 €
See price list page 56

HO CHI MINH CITY
Founded in the 17th century, Ho Chi Minh City, formerly Saigon,
was initially a small trading port of the Khmer kingdom. A century
later, it became the capital of Cochin-china and the largest French
colony of the Far East. Its former name of Saigon, which still evokes
the mysteries of the East, was a legendary source of inspiration
for the novels of the French author Marguerite Duras. Today it is
a thriving metropolis, both the largest city in the country and the
economic powerhouse of Vietnam. From Ho Chi Minh, you will set
off to discover the Mekong, the bearer of riches in its bright green
surroundings, and also known as the “River of Nine Dragons.” Do
not miss the Mekong Delta where little coloured ships throng on
market days.
UNES

CO

Da NANG - HOI AN
Lulled by the tranquil waters of the Thu Bon River, Hoi An seems to
slumber under a spell that made time stand still. This former port city
was very prosperous in the 15th century, and rich merchants based their
trading posts there, building sturdy wooden houses in bright colours
with roofs of ceramic tiles. A sleepy and charming village, whose
colourful buildings are reflected in the river lined with jackfruit trees,
Hoi An will transport you back through the centuries to a time where
sampans supplied the surrounding markets with a thousand and one
products, perfumes and flavours. The trading of silk, paper, porcelain,
pepper and tea made the fortune of this little town. A wander through
its car-free streets is the best way to travel through time and discover
this gentle nostalgia which has earned it a place on the UNESCO
World Heritage list.

Haiphong - HANOI
Known as the “Rising Dragon”, the capital of Vietnam has maintained
a poetic aspect and a nostalgic charm. The rapid urbanisation of
the city, a blend of past and present, has produced a new city of
remarkable diversity. In Hanoi, you can find the mythical city of
temples and pagodas, a trading city with its narrow streets and
also a dreamy city with the mirror of its lakes. In Vietnamese, Hanoi
means “the city between rivers” and it is the capital of the country,
located in the North on the banks of the Red River. The historic
dragon of Vietnam, elegant, refined Hanoi is revealing itself, with its
European aspects and its Eastern air. Do not miss the mausoleum of
Ho Chi Minh, the very beautiful One Pillar Pagoda and the Temple
of Literature, dedicated to Confucius.
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UNES
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The newly built Chan May port allows visitors to reach the former
imperial capital of Vietnam, the sumptuous Huê, without having
to cross the Cloud Pass. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, Huê
is proud of its past and the regal origins of its ancestors. A
picturesque city when the weather is fine, Huê is shrouded in
mystery on less glorious days. The former capital of the Nguyen
dynasty nestles in a bend in the Perfume River which flows in a
valley between lush green hills. A number of landmarks testify
to its former grandeur - you can visit the Imperial City, nestled
within the walls of the Citadel and opposite the imposing Flag
Tower, or the Thien Mu pagoda, built on the hill overlooking
the peaceful flow of the river. Like all sovereigns, the Nguyen
emperors were concerned with the eternity of their life on the
other side, and they paid particular attention to the construction
of their mausoleum. These are architectural jewels set against
triumphant nature, and are the guardians of their sovereign.
The collection of palaces, homes and tombs make Huê a calm
and romantic small city, one that will leave you with a feeling
of gentle melancholy.

HONG KONG • Ho CHI MINH
CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: FEBRUARY 19th 2014
11 DAYS / 10 NIGHTS

R

Chan may - HUE

Hong Kong

Haiphong
Ha Long Bay

Chan May
Da Nang

vietnam

Nha Trang

Gulf of
Thailand

Malaysia

South China Sea

Ho Chi Minh

DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Hong Kong (Hong Kong)
Embarkation from 16.00 to 17.00

J2

At Sea

J3

Haiphong (Vietnam)

J4

Ha Long Bay (Vietnam)

J5

At Sea

J6

Chan May Port (Vietnam)

J7

Da Nang (Vietnam)

J8

At Sea

J9

Nha Trang (Vietnam)

J 10

Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam)

J 11

Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam)
Disembarkation

HONG KONG
Hong Kong, city of lights – A blend of West and East with its
unforgettable bay, its modern skyscrapers, its typical markets, its
lively shops that are veritable caverns of unimaginable treasures.
The name Hong Kong incorporates a number of territories: Hong
Kong island itself, the Kowloon peninsula, the New Territories
and the small neighbouring islands. Despite its colonial heritage,
its huge urban expanses, its renowned business culture and its
incessant activity, the city has managed to preserve a typically
Chinese character and some very attractive traditional aspects.
Don’t miss Aberdeen district and its coloured junks, the occasion
for you to discover the bustle of daily life aboard a traditional
sampan.
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MALAYSIA
& THAILAND
From the 2

century, ancient Chinese texts spoke of the existence of the independent
kingdom of Langkasuka, on the coast of the Malay Peninsula. When LE SOLÉAL leaves
Singapore to reach Malacca, Malaysia will have plenty of surprises in store for the traveller.
A combination of mountains and beaches, forests and urban areas, wild and civilised areas,
we invite you to get to know Malaysia, a veritable treasure formed by nature.
nd

S

eparated into two parts, with Peninsular Malaysia to the West and Eastern Malaysia to
the North of Borneo, it is also a kaleidoscope of cultures, where Chinese, Malay, Indian and
indigenous peoples live in perfect harmony. Do not miss this journey, where nature is like a
huge picture book, and we take our time to turn the pages.

A little further to the North is Thailand where you can feast your eyes on sparking palaces

and picture postcard landscapes. Aboard LE SOLÉAL, set sail to the “land of smiles”.
Grandiose landscapes, a generous nature, ancient traditions, delicious cuisine... sample all
the charms of this multi-faceted land.

F

rom the hustle and bustle of the capital, Bangkok, to the profound silence of its temples,
this ”fifth Asian tiger” will offer you a unique experience. Facing the imposing glass
skyscrapers is a network of narrow streets, canals and floating markets, the guardians of
a more authentic Thailand and a more genuine Asia. Each of LE SOLÉAL’s port of calls will
invite you to go back in time, to the heart of the remains of these sleepy former cities, like
Ayutthaya. Thailand leaves an indelible imprint on the heart and mind of the traveller.

Port Kelang

Φ = 03° 00’ N
G = 101° 23,5’ E

“...what she had read in novels meant that
she imagined Malaysia as a dark country, she
was not expecting this laughing beauty that
formed a harmony with the joyful birdsong...”.
Somerset MAUGHAM
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MALAYSIA &
thailand

on board LE soléAL
dEcembER 02nd 2013 & marCH 01st 2014
From 2 420 €

Cruises
UNES

See price list page 57

CO

PENANG
The leading British trading post of the Far East in the 19th century, this
tiny island has a unique atmosphere of both East and West. Known
as the “Pearl of the East” in the past, for its many trades of spice,
fabrics, and tin, Penang has become one of the most sought-after
destinations in Malaysia, with its fine sandy beaches and its fabulous
scenery. Here the traveller can observe South East Asia in a nutshell.
Along the coast of Penang, admire jungle-covered slopes that plunge
into the blue seas off golden beaches lined with palm trees. The
homes on stilts of the Malaysian fisherman straddle the shoreline. The
fragrance of frangipani trees, clove trees and nutmeg trees perfume
the warm air.

PHU QUOC - Beach Day
Lying just a stone’s throw from the Cambodian coast, in the Gulf of
Thailand, the largest island of Vietnam is like a Garden of Eden,
miraculously protected. The emerald island is a preserved area where
the traveller, used to the hubbub of the big cities, has the feeling of
being in a unique and rare environment. In Vietnamese its name
means “rich land” or “pearl island” and the reputation of its precious
pearls is known throughout the world. Phu Quoc offers unspoiled
lands, refreshing waterfalls, and palm-tree fringed picture-postcard
beaches. This idyllic site offers you a moment of tranquillity far from
the city, in the heart of the most perfect environment, a veritable
haven of peace, that entirely lives up to its reputation. In the evenings,
let yourself fall under the spell of the myriad of boats that light up the
sea, giving the impression that off the coast a mysterious Atlantis still
exists.

BANGKOK
Bangkok, a city with many faces, from golden Buddhas to secular
temples and skyscrapers. We are offering you a unique opportunity
to discover the secrets of Siam, through its ancestral traditions and
civilisations. Come and visit the ”Venice of the East” that Somerset
Maugham celebrated in his works of the early 20th century. The
best way to see the city is by water, sailing down the many canals of
the Chao Praya or “River of Kings”. Along the banks of the river, the
golden arrows of temples stand side by side with the intricately carved
facades of the last colonial mansions, whilst high-rise buildings in
steel and glass soar above wooden homes built on stilts. Seeming
to emerge from a forest of white and golden domes, the Wat Phra
Kaeo, or Temple of Buddha offers you its marble floored terraces
and its sanctuaries. With its enamelled red, blue and orange roof
tiles and gold and mother of pearl mosaics, Thailand’s most sacred
temple forms a sumptuous architectural ensemble.
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Located at the heart of Peninsular Malaysia, this former royal city
was, for a long time, home to the Sultans of Selangor. Simultaneously
futuristic and resolutely Malay, the capital is green and multicoloured,
mixed and international. Built on the inhospitable lands of the
tropical rainforest, vibrant and arresting Kuala Lumpur is a blend of
modernism and colonial softness. At the heart of the city, discover
the world famous Petronas Towers, a clever architectural design that
combines past and future, giving it a unique charm.

Singapore • Singapore
CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: DECEMBER 02nd 2013
9 DAYS / 8 NIGHTS

R

KUALA LUMPUR

THAILAND

Phuket

Gulf of
Thailand

Langkawi

South China
Sea

Penang
Pangkor

Andaman
Sea

Port Kelang - Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia

Malacca

UN

ESCO

MALACCA - BABA NYONYA CULTURE

DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Singapore (Singapore)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

J2

At Sea

J3

Port Kelang - Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)

J4

Langkawi (Malaysia)

J5

Phuket (Thailand)

J6

Penang (Malaysia)

J7

Pangkor (Malaysia)

J8

Malacca (Malaysia)

J9

Singapore (Singapore)
Disembarkation

HO CHI MINH • KUALA LUMPUR
CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: MARCH 01st 2014
14 DAYS / 13 NIGHTS

THAILAND

Bangkok
Phu Quoc

Ko Samui
Andaman
Sea

R

Lying along the shores of the eponymous Strait, Malacca City has
been listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. A witness of the
maritime traffic between Asia and the West, the city is inextricably
linked to the trade of spices and silk. This cultural oasis will show
you the history of a fascinating ancient civilisation, the Baba
Nyonya. Also known as Peranakan, which means “people born
here” in Malay, these people are the descendants of Chinese
immigrants who married Malay women and whose culture offers
a superb example of the blending of traditions. In a Peranakan
house in Chinatown, you will discover the Baba Nyonya
Heritage Museum, which reproduces the interior of a traditional
elegant home from the 19th century. The Baba Nyonya were
wealthy traders who liked to indulge their taste for sumptuous
furniture made from teak and mother-of-pearl, rare jewels and
silk brocade. You will be enchanted by their brightly painted
homes and walls of colourful tiles.

Singapore

VIETNAM
Ho CHi MiNH

Gulf of
Thailand

Kota Bharu

South China
Sea

Malaysia
KUALA LUMPUR
Singapore

Malacca
DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

J2

Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam)

J3

At Sea

J4

Phu Quoc (Vietnam)

J5

At Sea

J 6,7

Bangkok (Thailand)

J8

At Sea

J9

Ko Samui (Thailand)

J 10

Kota Bharu (Malaysia)

J 11

At Sea

J 12

Singapore (Singapore)

J 13

Malacca (Malaysia)

J 14

Port Kelang - Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
Disembarkation
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INDONESIA
& BORNEO
There are names that are synonymous with total escape and dreams. The Sunda Islands and

Borneo are some of them. Java, Bali, Sumatra, Lombok, Celebes – so many places that invite
the traveller to explore the Indonesian archipelago which has scattered its 17,000 islands and
islets like confetti in the capricious waters of the Indian and Pacific Oceans.

An endless source of natural resources, a fascinating kaleidoscope of ethnic groups and
cultures, for a long time Indonesia was a major maritime crossroads between India and
China. Seafaring and trade formed its history, where rare spices became a sort of Grail for
the Portuguese and Dutch explorers who established colonies there.

W

hen LE SOLÉAL leaves Singapore and heads South in the direction of “The Island of
Gods”, bewitching Bali appears on the horizon to share its remarkably beautiful landscapes
with you. Magic, seductive, popular yet still authentic, Bali seems to be have been placed
gently on the turquoise waters of the ocean, a veritable Garden of Eden with its terraced
paddy fields. Further to the West, the island of Java will reveal its craggy coastline, powerful
volcanoes and perfectly dimensioned temples, such as Borobudur, a fragment of mystery
nestled in the heart of lush tropical vegetation.

L E SOLÉAL will then charter a course North and approach the coast of Borneo, the last

primitive paradise on Earth, a concentration of nature where the Equatorial rainforest is still
home to ancient Dayak tribes, fierce warriors, which were once head-hunters. It is also in
this dense primary forest that we will be able to approach peaceful Orangutans with their
flamboyant reddish-brown fur.

Indulge yourself with this enchanting return to nature, witnessing scenery from the beginning

of time.

Sandakan

Φ = 05° 48,7’ N
G = 118° 04,5’ E

“...Upon leaving the island of Sumatra and
sailing downwind, I reached Java Minor,
divided into eight kingdoms. The island
lies so far to the southward as to render
the North Star invisible...”.
Marco POLO - The Travels of Marco Polo
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INDONESIA

on board LE soléAL

cruises
UNES

dEcembER 10th & 22nd 2013
From 3 540 €
See price list pages 56-57

CO

probolinggo - MONT BROMO
On the island of Java, there is a lunar landscape of gigantic
proportions and surreal beauty, the Gunnung Bromo, one of the most
fantastic sites in the country. Rising from the depths of the ancient
Tengger caldera, Mont Bromo is one of three volcanoes that emerged
from a crater measuring some 10 km in diameter. For the Hindu
Tenggers, this is the home of benevolent gods who fertilise crops
and offer abundant harvests three times a year. During this visit, you
can discover the Tengger caldera, a vast desert of varying shades of
brown. The splendour of this site and the intensity of the light make
it unique in the world. Do not miss this unusual excursion to some
majestic landscapes.

UNES

CO

SAILING AROUND KRAKATOA
The legendary Krakatoa (or Krakatau), the most famous volcano in
the world, is familiar to all, although few know where it is located. It
is relatively peaceful and lies in the Sunda Strait, between Java and
Sumatra. At the heart of the Pacific ring of fire, set off to visit the
Krakatoa Islands, with their fertile volcanic peaks, lakes, natural water
sources and the sinuous waterfalls that race down the slopes of the
volcano. Although its name means “Silent Mountain” you will be able
to see vapours and smoke rising from its majestic cone. You may also
see some of the traditional fishing boats calmly moored in the shadow
of the volcano.

Bali
It would be tempting to ban visits to Bali just so that we can keep
it a secret for ourselves. The “Island of Gods” is a constant source
of charm and timeless beauty. Located at the Western tip of the
Sunda Islands, between Java and Lombok, it is renowned for
its artistic development in areas as varied as classical dance,
sculpture, painting, leather and metal working. Bali is superb
beaches, imposing volcanic hillsides covered with forest, terraced
paddy fields that make the light dance, a lively and authentic
culture and a remarkably friendly population. The Balinese have
lost nothing of their charm or customs; we find the daily ritual of
offerings in front of every store, on every bridge, at the entrance
to paddy fields or in altars that adorn gardens. We should visit it,
but visit it well, in order to protect the treasure that it represents.
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UNES

CO

Lying between Borneo and the Maluku Islands, Sulawesi (or Celebes)
is an island with an undulating landscape, between hills covered with
coffee plantations and vast bamboo forests. Its extraordinary shape
brings to mind the gracious lines of an orchid. We invite you to head
to the heart of this province to discover Tana Toraja, the Land of the
Toraja, also known as “the Land Of The Heavenly Kings.” This peaceful
people with their animist faith stand out for the incredible architecture
of their traditional dwellings (the Tongkonan houses) whose shape
evokes the saddleback lines of buffalo horns, a sacred animal for
the Torajas. These highland peoples whose social structures have
remained unchanged for centuries, award particular importance to
funeral ceremonies and their system of “hanging coffins”, suspended
against the cliff face, is completely unique in Indonesia. A rare
experience for its authenticity and one that is rich in adventure.

UNES

CO

Java: an island where Nature deploys its full glory. Sandwiched
between Sumatra and Bali, Java is an island with the most
extraordinary diversity; nature has created superb terraced
paddy fields where a thousand and one treasures are hidden.
One of them, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, includes almost
240 sanctuaries dating back to the 9th century - The Prambanan
Temples, the largest group of Hindu sanctuaries in Indonesia. Built
at the height of the powerful Sailendra dynasty, this masterpiece
of Hindu art represents not only an inestimable architectural and
cultural treasure but is also a moving reminder of its illustrious
past. At the centre of the last ring there are three temples mainly
dedicated to the three main Hindu divinities: Shiva, Vishnu and
Brahma. Decorated in finely carved bas-relief illustrating the epic
Ramayana, these imposing stone sculptures, the highest of which
reaches up 47 m, loom majestically over the surrounding plains.

CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: DECEMBER 10th 2013
13 DAYS / 12 NIGHTS

Singapore

Krakatoa
island

Indonesia

Java Sea

Ciberon
Semarang

Indian Ocean

Karimun Jawa
Surabaya

bali

Komodo

Tanah Ampo

DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Singapore (Singapore)
Embarkation from 16.00 to 17.00

J2

At Sea

J3

Krakatoa - Sailing around (Indonesia)

J4

Cirebon (Indonesia)

J 5,6

Semarang (Indonesia)

J7

Karimun Jawa (Indonesia)

J8

Surabaya (Indonesia)

J9

At Sea

J 10

Komodo (Indonesia)

J 11

Nara Bay (Indonesia)

J 12

Tanah Ampo - Bali (Indonesia)

J 13

Benoa - Bali (Indonesia)
Disembarkation

Bali • bali
CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: DECEMBER 22nd 2013
14 DAYS / 13 NIGHTS

R

SEMARANG - THE PRAMBANAN TEMPLES

Singapore • bali
R

Palopo - LAND OF THE TORAJA

Palopo

Java Sea

Probolinggo
Celukan

Indonesia
Pulau
Trawangan Komodo

bali

Tanah Ampo

Kondibondi

DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Benoa - Bali (Indonesia)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

J2

Celukan - Bali (Indonesia)

J3

Pulau Trawangan (Indonesia)

J4

At Sea

J5

Palopo (Indonesia)

J6

At Sea

J7

Larantuka - Flores (Indonesia)

J8

Ende - Flores (Indonesia)

J9

Kondibondi - Sumba (Indonesia)

J 10

Komodo - Pink Beach (Indonesia)

J 11

At Sea

J 12

Probolinggo - Java (Indonesia)

J 13

Tanah Ampo - Bali (Indonesia)

J 14

Benoa - Bali (Indonesia)
Disembarkation

ASIA COLLECTION by

Larankuta
Ende

compagnie du ponant | 41

indonEsiA
& bornEo

on board LE soléAL

cruises

January 04th 2014
From 3 850 €
See price list page 56

MAKASSAR
Capital of the huge province of South Sulawesi, Makassar is a
vibrant and cosmopolitan Indonesian city, and it boasts the most
beautiful natural port in Indonesia. Here we find modern ships
moored alongside traditional Bugis junks and two mast Phinisi
vessels, which form the last sail-powered merchant navy in the
world. Opening onto the Java Sea and the Flores Sea, the city
serves to underline the glorious past that placed it at the heart of the
spice trade in this part of Asia. The gateway to Eastern Indonesia
for centuries, Makassar was also the bastion from where the Dutch
controlled sea traffic between West and East. The city is still an
important port today and a major transport hub, yet at the same
time has managed to preserve an almost provincial charm, thanks
to the warmth of its inhabitants and the succulent fish served in its
warung (little restaurants).

SARAWAK - KUCHING
On the island of Borneo, the state of Sarawak invites you to live out
your dreams of adventure. The largest state in Malaysia is home to
some of the oldest forest on the planet and we can easily understand
why this little corner of paradise inspired Somerset Maugham, the
British writer and traveller, to write one of his novels - The Casuarina
Tree. We invite you to follow in the footsteps of the writer and set off to
discover the colonial capital of the State: Kuching, which is known as
”Cat City” in Malay, where a feline languor does indeed permeate this
tantalisingly elusive city. Lying nonchalantly on the banks of the Sungai
Sarawak, this little city is proud of its romantic past and its quaint charm
and beauty. Do not miss the colourful markets, parks and gardens
which invite contemplation.
UNES

CO

KOMODO NATIONAL PARK
On the remote island of Komodo, the eye can feast on a landscape
of savannah and mangrove. A protected natural reserve, it is home
to the largest lizards still walking the Earth, distant cousins of the
dinosaurs: The Monitor Lizards of Komodo - the Komodo Dragons.
Do not miss the visit to the Komodo National Park, which has been
a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1991. These volcanic islands
are inhabited by around 5,700 giant lizards, who earned their name
of “Komodo Dragon” for their appearance and their aggressive
behaviour. These reptiles can grow to 4 m in length and weigh around
70 kg, and are found nowhere else on earth, so they present a huge
scientific interest for the study of evolution. The rocky hills covered with
a dry savannah scattered with thorn bushes offer an extraordinary
contrast with the brilliant white beaches and blue waves breaking on
the primitive coral.
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On leaving Sandakan, a city in Sabah State in Eastern Malaysia,
discover the Orang-utan Rehabilitation Centre. Located in the
North-West of Borneo, to the East of Kuala Lumpur, the protected
reserve of Kabili Sepilok covers some 43 ha. The Orang-utan is
the only Asian representative of the great apes and this primate,
whose Malaysian name means “man of the forest” is easily
recognisable by its long arms and its flamboyant orange fur.
Aside from mothers and their young, orang-utans are a solitary
species that spend most of their life swinging from the tops of
tall trees. Here, orphaned animals or those born in captivity
are taught to live independently so that they can be returned to
their natural habitat, which are always very moving moments.
This reserve offers you the opportunity to admire these adorable
creatures in their natural environment. Treat yourself to this thrilling
encounter and a fascinating return to nature.

TRADITIONAL VILLAGE - kota Kinabalu
Far from the hubbub of modern life, Borneo remains true to its
real nature. In the Northern state of Sabah, we invite you to
meet the indigenous Iban people, an ethnic group belonging
to the Dayaks, an ancient warrior tribe from Borneo. In the
heart of a traditional village, a number of families will share
with you their community life whose traditions are at one with
the environment. Hunting, fishing, costumes and customs –
everything combines to illustrate the harmony between man
and nature. Do not miss their ancestral homes, the long houses
built on stilts, with a simple and practical design, made from
bamboo and banyan leaves.

BALI • Singapore
CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: January 04th 2014
14 DAYS / 13 NIGHTS

R

SANDAKAN

Kota Kinabalu
Bandar Seri Begawan

BRUNEI
Singapore

Sandakan

Kuching

Malaysia
Kalimantan

Indonesia

Java Sea

Makassar
Gili Islands
Indian Ocean

benoa - bali

DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Benoa - Bali (Indonesia)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

J2

Gili Islands - Trawangan (Indonesia)

J3

Komodo (Indonesia)

J4

Ujung Pandang - Makassar (Indonesia)

J5

At Sea

J6

Balik Papan - Kalimantan (Indonesia)

J7

At Sea

J8

Sandakan - Sabah (Borneo)

J9

Kota Kinabalu - Sabah (Borneo)

J 10

Bandar Seri Begawan (Brunei)

J 11

At Sea

J 12

Kuching - Sarawak (Borneo)

J 13

At Sea

J 14

Singapore (Singapore)
Disembarkation
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Myanmar
& SRI LANKA
Former jewel of the British Indian Empire, Burma (or Myanmar, as it is known today), is a

country of gold and lights, and deeply attached to Buddha. The country has only recently
opened up to tourism, and this has allowed Myanmar to remain a little-known destination
that is rich in mystery. Lying between India and China, like an enclave at the base of the
Himalayas, Myanmar resonates like a name taken from old maps, like a stopping point on
the route of the Messageries Maritimes of the time.

A country of ruby and jade, of conquering kings on a quest to find sacred relics, a country

of 1,000 pagodas whose domes sparkle in warm amber shades - through its port of calls,
Le Soléal will open the doors of the kingdom of lords to you. We invite you to discover
Bagan, a vast plain bristling with more than 2,000 temples and pagodas, spiritual Mandalay,
a religious centre with ruins dating back to former capitals, and Yangon (Rangoon) whose
colonial elegance evokes all the combined charms of Myanmar. Unique and authentic,
Myanmar offers you a gentle mosaic of landscapes, along the banks of the Irrawaddy River.

Then we head South - to the Southern tip of Asia where Le Soléal will take you to the

gates of former Ceylon. Taking the form of a drop of water that fell from India, Sri Lanka
will reveal a country of a thousand treasures: Ancient cities, lush green mountains and
processions of elephants. Do not miss Colombo, the Sri Lankan capital and former British
colony, or Trincomalee which is the gateway to the splendid temples of Dambulla. Arresting
frescos, regenerated palaces and monasteries and stone statues with an enigmatic smile – let
the kingdom of Buddha surprise you.

Yangon

Φ = 16° 46’ N
G = 096° 10,7’ E

“Like at the theatre, a curtain raises, the mist
burns away in the sky and the Bagan plain
sparkles with a million golden domes, which
are suddenly revealed...”.
Pierre LOTI - “The Golden Pagodas’’
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Myanmar
& SRI LANKA
cruise

on board LE soléal
March 14th 2014
From 3 795 €
See price list page 57

YANGON - SHWEDAGON PAGODA
Yangon (Rangoon) was the capital of Myanmar (then known as Burma) until 2005, and this authentic city is one of the few great
Asian metropolises to have maintained the spirit of a huge village. Its lively streets form a dense network around the Shwedagon
Pagoda, a veritable city within the city, which is frequented at all hours of the day by fervent city-dwellers. Built on the flat summit
of a hill, Shwedagon can be reached by four monumental staircases, the zaundgan. A magical site that is rich in spirituality, the
pagoda is also a tourist destination visited by travellers from across the world. We advise you to contemplate it at daybreak, just
as the main square awakens under the rising sun.

COLOMBO

Southern islands - THAILAND
The former kingdom of Siam, a country of countless natural
riches, lies between misty mountains and long golden
beaches, emerald paddy fields and turquoise seas. The South
of the country offers a landscape of idyllic picture-postcard
beaches, where each expanse of white sand is more beautiful
than the last. Off the coast, lying like a pearl necklace placed
on the Andaman Sea, twenty or so islands with evocative
names including Ko Samui, Ko Phuket and Ko Phao Phing fire
the traveller’s imagination. Phang Nga Bay is a magnificent
example of karst formations; its shores consumed with
mangrove swamps, look out over the sumptuous array of
limestone pitons, rising from the water like a mineral armada.
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Ceylon, or lush green Sri Lanka; this “happy”, “radiant”
land that looks like a pearl fallen from the Indian peninsula.
A former trading post along the Silk Route, the old quarter
of Colombo offers you the fabulous sight of its picturesque
streets. The city was known to Arab, Persian and Chinese
traders as early as the 8th century and this former village,
nestled between two dunes, was a trading post on the
mythical Spice Route. The Portuguese took up residence
there in the 16th century and built the Fort, today the symbol
of the city’s prestigious past. With their picture-postcard
scenery, the beaches of Colombo stretch languorously
along the South-Western coast of Sri Lanka. Here the sand
dazzles you and the sea invites you to dream...
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EXTENSIONS - favorite

When LE SOLÉAL calls at Yangon, we invite you
to head deeper into the heart of Myanmar and
discover sites that are still largely unknown. Two
overland programs will take you from Yangon to
Bagan and the plain of 2,000 pagodas, via the
spiritual capital of the former kingdom, Mandalay
and its region.

Temples
of Bagan

Myanmar

Bay
of Bengal

Yangon

Trincomalee

Phuket

e

F

Gulf of
Thailand

Malaysia

Penang

sri lanka

Whilst Yangon has remained an Indo-Chinese capital where the
memories of the Indian Empire are gradually fading, Mandalay,
to the North, is still rich in the secular traditions of the former royal
patronage. Here, the people still know how to beat gold into
fine sheets, sculpt teak into gracious divinities, carve marble and
hammer iron to produce precious gongs. Not far from here, lies
the former royal city of Amarapura, which has a very unique sight
to admire: the longest teak bridge in the world, the U Bein Bridge,
a veritable link between the city and the shores of Thaung Tha
Man Lake. Do not miss this wooden walkway running some 2 km
in length, crossed on a daily basis by many of the villagers, their
silhouettes standing out against the light of the setting sun.

Thailand

Andaman
Sea

Colombo

FROM Yangon

Bagan
and Mandalay

India

Hambantota

or
av it

CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: MARCH 14th 2014
14 DAYS / 13 NIGHTS

R

Do not miss our very special extension from Yangon.

Kuala lumpur • colombo

kuala lumpur

DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Port Kelang - Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

J2

Penang (Malaysia)

J3

Phuket (Thailand)

J4

At Sea

J 5,6,7,8

Yangon (Myanmar)

J 9,10,11

At Sea

J 12

Trincomalee (Sri Lanka)

J 13

Hambantota (Sri Lanka)

J 14

Colombo (Sri Lanka)
Disembarkation

Further to the West, we invite you to discover the “Plain of
Temples” in Bagan, a vast expanse bordering the shores of the
Irrawaddy River, bristling with a thousand golden pagodas,
whose spires seem to soar to the sky. Decorated in fine gold, the
imposing pagodas are silent witnesses of a period where, for
three centuries, Bagan was the centre of the Buddhist faith. The
sight is particularly magical at sunset when the checkerboard of
secular temples is suffused with light and comes to life in the mist
rising from the river. Ochre and pink compete for pre-eminence,
while the gold glimmers more brightly and the blue of the sky
deepens. Let the magic of these unique and authentic moments
captivate you.
These visits included in these two programs will allow you to get
to the very heart of fascinating and mysterious Myanmar and its
ancestral traditions.
3 days - 2 nights: The Temples of Bagan
3 days - 2 nights: Bagan and Mandalay
For information and prices on these extensions, please contact us.
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INDIA
& MALDIVES
A person would need a number of lives to visit all of mysterious India. Between legends,

dreams and reality, we invite you to discover this country-continent, which will reveal to the
watchful traveller, an explosion of colours and sensations where the magic of the palaces of
the Maharajah blend with the exuberant din of the modern megalopolises.

When the coastline of Sri Lanka disappears from view, LE SOLÉAL will head for South

India, a rich cultural blend of Dravidian temples and sleepy former trading posts, giving off
an aroma of spices and the glories of yesteryear. Embrace this authentic India where the
luxuriant vegetation invites you into the heart of its cardamom, tea and cinnamon plantations,
where fishing villages are home to with astonishing architectural treasures. This is deep India,
rich in colours and a magical atmosphere of which travellers never tire.

Further to the North, LE SOLÉAL will call at Mumbai, which invites you to follow in the

footsteps of the Rajputs at the heart of the “land of kings”: Rajasthan opens the doors to its
magnificent palace-citadels that conjure images of the Arabian Nights, where the carved
lace of the fortresses rivals with the richly coloured saris of the Indian silhouettes. A secret
India of ancestral tales which will take you to the mythical Taj Mahal.

A nother destination, another adventure. Atolls of pure white sand surrounded by a coral
reef, where the horizon blends into a palette of blues. Chains of palm-tree lined islets with
crystal waters home to thousands of multicoloured fish – welcome to the Maldives! Aboard
LE SOLÉAL, we invite you to join a dream cruise that is in perfect harmony with nature.

Mumbai

Φ = 18° 58,6’ N
G = 072° 50,8’ E

“As one arrives, one can see the white
palaces and temples standing out
against the lacy mountains...
India is awake, the morning mist is
evaporating in silver whorls...”.
J. Rudyard KIPLING
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INDIA & MALDIVES
Cruise

on board LE soléAL
marCH 27th 2014
From 4 740 €
See price list page 57

ATOLLS - maldives
The Maldives, those island specks scattered across the warm, blue waters of the Indian Ocean, transport you to a marvellous
and infinitely beautiful world. The atolls of golden sand set in a coral arc and decorated with a spray of coconut palms open
the doors to a terrestrial paradise and cultivate the myth of Robinson Crusoe. The archipelago counts some 1,200 islets and
19 atolls protected by coral reefs, offering travellers their transparent waters, home to millions of brightly coloured fish. For
diving fans, the Maldives are sub-aquatic heaven. This is the moment for a truly intimate break, time to commune with the sea.
LE SOLÉAL will be mooring near isolated an atoll, a completely unspoiled site that hides many underwater treasures. For those
who prefer rest and relaxation and beautiful beaches, LE SOLÉAL will drop anchor just outside an atoll, from where you will be
able to board Zodiac® dinghies to get closer to these little corners of paradise.

TRIVANDRUM

KOCHI
Kochi (Cochin) is a small port in South-Western India and
one of the most beautiful on the Malabar Coast, where
the air is rich with the aroma of cardamom and cloves.
This was where Vasco da Gama came ashore nearly 500
years ago. But how many Phoenicians, Greeks, Arabs and
Romans dropped anchor before him in the turquoise waters
of the Arabian Sea? At the time Malabar pepper rivalled
gold in terms of value, and these visiting peoples returned
home laden with these precious spices. Set sail aboard a
Kettuvallam, house boats created from former rice barges,
to navigate through the backwaters, an intricate grid of
lakes and canals edged with villages and paddy fields, a
vast network of lagoons and rivers near the Kerala coast.
Aboard your vessel, with its woven roof reminiscent of the
Chinese sampans, you will cross shallow lakes hemmed
with palm trees and will sail down narrow, shady canals.
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Capital of Kerala State, Trivandrum has a rich history.
You will be enchanted by its legends and its secular
traditions, such as the Kathakali dance-drama that
celebrates many sacred stories. Nestled into the
surrounding hills, the Padmanabhapuram Palace was
a former home of Keralan princes. This elegant wooden
Palace, whose three floors evoke the forms of Far-Eastern
pagodas, is a superb example of traditional Keralan
architecture. You will be able to visit the labyrinth of
galleries, halls and corridors, whose construction dates
back to the 16th century.
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EXTENSION - FAVORITE

During your port of call at Mumbai, we invite you
to further enrich your discovery of Secret India
through our overland excursion program. This
program will take you to Delhi, the sprawling,
secular capital, then onto Agra and the sumptuous
Taj Mahal before concluding in Jaipur, the Pink
City. You will join LE SOLÉAL in Dubai.

CTURE
LE

LE SOLÉAL: MARCH 27th 2014
18 DAYS / 17 NIGHTS

R

Do not miss our very special extension from Mumbai.

COLOMBO • Muscat

Khassab
Dubai

Delhi, Agra
and Jaipur

Arab
Muscat
Emirates
Gulf of Oman
Sultanate
Mumbai
of Oman
India
Marmagao
Kochi
Trivandrum

Colombo

Indian Ocean

Maldives
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FROM mumbaI

We invite you to discover eternal India, the country of sacred
elephants, Maharajahs’ palaces, Jain temples and multicoloured
saris. First of all you will visit Delhi with its nostalgic British
architecture, and discover the heart of this unique city of multiple
facets. You will visit the main Mughal monuments of the city such
as the Humayun Tomb, a mausoleum built by the widow of the
emperor who reigned over the city during the 16th century, and
the elegant minaret of the Qutb Minar, which is a magnificent
illustration of early Afghan architecture. Further to the East you
will visit Agra, where numerous sultans have left eternal traces of
their presence, including the majestic Taj Mahal, the white marble
mausoleum that is the symbol of the undying love of an emperor
for his favourite wife. The city is also home to the Red Fort, the
former palace of the Rajput lords, known for its powerful ramparts
in red sandstone, built on the shores of the Yamuna River.

Male

DAY

ITINERARY

J1

Colombo (Sri Lanka)
Embarkation from 16.00 to 17.00

J2

At Sea

J3

Male (Maldives)

J4

Beach Day (Maldives)

J5

At Sea

J6

Trivandrum (India)

J7

Kochi (India)

J8

At Sea

J9

Marmagao (India)

J 10

SRI LANKA

Mumbai (India)

J 11,12,13

At Sea

J 14

Dubai (Arab Emirates)

J 15

Khassab (Oman)

J 16

At Sea

J 17

Muscat (Oman)

J 18

Muscat (Oman)
Disembarkation

The last stage of your journey will take you to Jaipur, the Pink City,
at the heart of the “Land of Kings,” Rajasthan, and its palaces
and citadels, which come straight from the Arabian Nights. Allow
yourself to be captivated by this harmonious city with its ochre and
pink facades, lively markets and kaleidoscope of colours. A few
kilometres from the city you will discover the delicate pink colour
of the Amber Fort, an imposing fortified palace and the original
seat of the royal power of Jaipur. Perched on a rocky promontory,
it dominates the valley and follows the line of the crest of the hills.
This program will allow you to get closer to the deeper, secret
side of India which casts a magical spell at each stage.
5 days - 4 nights: Delhi, Agra et Jaipur
For information and prices on these extensions, please contact us.
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shore excursion highlights
La Compagnie du Ponant offers a wide choice of tailor-made excursions to allow you discover the best of Asia’s
treasures.
PORT

COUNTRY

highlights

BALI

Indonesia

Enchanting temples and terraces of emerald paddy fields

Ha Long Bay

VIETNAM

Sail in a junk boat to the heart of the engulfed mountains and rocky pitons of Ha Long Bay.

BALIK PAPAN

Indonesia

Walk to the floating village of Kampoeng Bary, and a unique visit to the Sun Bear Sanctuary.

BANDAR SERI
BEGAWAN

BRUNEI

Witness the splendour and opulance of the lives of the Sultans during a visit to the Royal Regalia Museum.

BANGKOK

Thailand

Essential Bangkok: visit the Great Palace, the Wat Phra Keo Temple, the remarkable Jim Thompson House and
take a reviving journey down the Chao Praya River.
In the footsteps of the ancient Kingdom of Siam at the heart of Ayutthaya, the sleepy former capital.

BUSAN

South Korea

Visit to the former Imperial capital, Gyongju: step back in time to the period of the Silla Dynasty, one of the
oldest in Asia.

CHAN MAY

VIETNAM

Discover the inexpressibe charm of the palaces, pagodas and the imposing citadel of the last imperial capital,
Hué.

DA NANG

VIETNAM

Hoi An, an architectural jewel: stroll through its attractive narrow streets, a result of the harmonious blend of
Chinese, Japanese and Western influences.

DUBAI

United Arab
Emirates

An oasis of modernity in the Arabian Peninsula, and the 2nd largest emirate in the United Arab Emirates :
discover Dubai, its historical centre, its opulence and its souks.

ENDE

Indonesia

Immerse yourselves in Indonesian culture and discover the traditional customs of the country. Walk along the
shores of Lake Kelimutu.

HAIPHONG

VIETNAM

Essential Hanoi: its superb One Pillar Pagoda, its famous Temple of Literature and the surprising diversity of
its 36 street old district.

HAMBANTOTA

SRI LANKA

Encounter Sri Lanka's sacred animal white elephant on a safari.

HIROSHIMA

Japan

A spiritual and revitalising break in the Shukkeien Garden, then at the Itsukushima Shinto Sanctuary and its
fascinating vermillion Torii.

HO CHI MINH

VIETNAM

Go back in time and discover ancient Saigon, its markets, its historical buildings. Cruise on the mythical
Mekong River.

HONG KONG

HONG KONG

Discover the oldest temple in Hong Kong, the Man Mo Temple. Visit a city created from a harmonious blend
of modern architecture and traditional markets.

GILI ISLANDS

Indonesia

Beach day.

KAGOSHIMA

Japan

Majestic and imposing Mount Sakurajima, one of the most active volcanoes in Japan. Then head for Chiran,
"little Kyoto" renowned for its marvellously well-preserved Samourai palaces, some 250 years old.

KANAZAWA

Japan

Beauty of the gardens of Kanazawa and the ritual Tea Ceremony.

KARIMUN JAWA Indonesia

Beach day.

KEELUNG

Taïwan

Discover the capital Taipei and its ancestral traditions at the National Palace Museum and the impressive
Taipei 101 skyscraper.

KHASSAB

OMAN

Sail the Mussamdam fjords in an traditional wooden Omani Dhow.

KO SAMUI

Thailand

Serenity and peace in the Big Buddha Temple and lazing on the long golden beaches of Chaweng.

KOCHI

India

Cruise on the Backwaters, along peaceful canals lined with coconut palms and scattered fishing villages.

KOMODO

Indonesia

Amazing encounter with the Komodo Dragons in the Komodo National Park.

KONDIBONDI

Indonesia

Discover the Sumba people, an animist ethnic group with ancestral funeral rites and imposing megalithic
tombs.

KOTA BHARU

Malaysia

Immerse yourself in Kelatanese traditions, admire the lush green landscapes and discover its renowned arts
and crafts (embroidery, basket weaving, batif, goldsmithing).

The detailed program of excursions will be available from www.ponant.com from May 2013. The definitive program will be sent with your travel programs.
These excursions are only sold on board the ship.
52 | Winter Cruises 2013 - 2014

PORT

COUNTRY

highlights

KOTA KINABALU BORNEO

The traditions and art of the state of Sabah. Encounter with an indigenous tribe - the former warrior tribe of Borneo.

KUCHING

BORNEO

Capital of the state of Sarawak: its Chinese temples and its colonial architecture. The tribal traditions of the
Bidayuhs - descendants of the Dayak tribe.

LANGKAWI

Malaysia

At the heart of the natural splendour of Langkawi - its mangrove and its exceptional wildlife.

LARANTUKA

Indonesia

Visit to a peaceful village in Ikat, its school and its traditional basket weaving art.

MAKASSAR

Indonesia

Fort Rotterdam - one of the best preserved examples of Dutch architecture in Indonesia. The Bantimurung Falls
in the midst of lush vegetation.

MALACCA

Malaysia

The Portuguese and Dutch heritage of Malacca. The culture and customs of the ancient Baba Nyonya dynasty.

MALE

MALDIVES

The best of Malé - its markets, its museum and its lively port.

MARMAGAO

India

The magnificent religious relics of Old Goa and the old residential districts of Panaji. A spice plantation and
the heady aroma of cardamon, cinnamon and ginger.

Muscat

OMAN

The charm of the old town of Muscat, its elegant mosque, colourful markets and its ancient fortresses.

MUMBAI

India

The mysterious cave temples of Elephanta Island. The surprising Dhobi Ghat, a huge outdoor laundry and
its sparkling colours. The British colonial heritage and the Gateway of India opposite the elegant Taj Mahal
hotel.

NAHA

Japan

The island of Okinawa and its former capital of the Ryukyu kingdom - The elegant medieval Shuri-jo castle
that dates from the 15th century.

NARA BAY

Indonesia

In Materam, the Tenggara Barat museum and its collection of fabrics embroidered with silver and gold. The
Temples of Pura Lingsar surrounded by lush paddy fields. Meet the Sasak people in Lombok.

NHA TRANG

VIETNAM

Spiritual capital of the Cham people: the site of Ponagar and its majestic towers. Discover the city in a
traditional cyclo or rickshaw.

PALOPO

Indonesia

Tana Toraja or the "Land of the Heavenly Kings" : the traditional environment of the Toraja people, their customs
and their animist faith.

PANGKOR

Malaysia

Beach day.

PENANG

Malaysia

Essential Georgetown: its colonial district, its ancient Chinese homes, its colourful temple and the Reclining
Buddha of Chayamankalaram.

PHU QUOC

VIETNAM

Beach day.

PHUKET

Thailand

Phang Nga Bay, its sheer limestone cliffs that rise from the surface of an emerald green sea. The infamous
James Bond Island, that you will discover from the water.

PORT KELANG

Malaysia

Kuala Lumpur, the former royal city of the Sultans of Selangor, both futuristic and firmly Malay.

PROBOLINGO

Indonesia

The majestic landscapes of Mount Bromo and its caldera: an unusual excursion to the island of Java.

Yangon

MYANMAR

The Schwedagon Pagoda and its golden domes, rich with spirituality. Bago the former capital of the Mön
kingdrom. The Bagan plain with its 2,000 pagodas. Mandalay, the former royal capital.

SAKAIMINATO

Japan

The mythical city of Izumo and its Shinto sanctuary. Visit to a former Samurai home.

SANDAKAN

BORNEO

Sepilok Nature Reserve - an encounter with the Orang Utans of Borneo.

SEMARANG

Indonesia

The Borobudur Temples, legacy of the Sailendra dynasty. The Prambanan Temples, the most beautiful Hindu
temple compound in Indonesia.

Singapore

Singapore

The City of the Lion and its colonial district. The Temple of Celestial Harmony and picturesque Chinatown.

SURABAYA

Indonesia

The archeological site of Trowulan, former capital of the Hindu kingdom in Indonesia and its museum of
ancient sculptures and pottery. Bajang Ratu Temple.

TRINCOMALEE

SRI LANKA

Polannaruwa: an archeological site that was buried for seven centuries under the vigorous tropical jungle. The
Dambulla Temples hewn from the rocks and their 17th century frescoes.

TRIVANDRUM

India

Discover the Padmanabhapuram Palace, an elegant wooden structure and the former home of Keralan princes.
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LE SOLÉAL

Staterooms & Decks

Owner’s suite (484 sq.ft + 97 sq.ft. private balcony)
Balcony
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Dinner
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Bar

Desk

Balneo
bathtub

Dressing
room

Shower

WC

WC

Balcon
20 Prestige suites (398 sq.ft. + 86 sq.ft. private balcony)
92 Prestige staterooms (200 sq.ft. + 43 sq.ft. private balcony)
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FR

Ang
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Bar
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Tv

Tv
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Douche

WC

FR

Ang

Balcon

Bar
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WC

Balcon

8 Superior staterooms

Ang

WC

Bathtub only on bord LE BORÉAL, shower on board L'AUSTRAL

Sofa

Shower

WC

FR

Balcony

(200 sq.ft. + 43 sq.ft. private balcony)

Dressing
Douche

WC
WC

3 Deluxe suites (290 sq.ft. + 54 sq.ft. private balcony)
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28 Deluxe staterooms
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Asc Asc
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Gastronomic Restaurant - Marina

3

28 Deluxe Staterooms with private balcony 8 Superior Staterooms - Main Lounge Shop - Reception desk - Excursion desk Medical center

4

35 Prestige Staterooms with private balcony Theater

5

37 Prestige Staterooms with private balcony
(with 22 Prestige Staterooms convertible into
11 Prestige suites) - Fitness - Beauty Corner
Sothys Paris™ : Hammam, cloak rooms,
Massage, Hairdresser, Relaxation room Leisure Area - Image & photo corner - Bridge

Owner’s Suite (484 sq.ft. + 97 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 6
Prestige Suite (398 sq.ft. + 86 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 6 - 5
Deluxe Suite (290 sq.ft. + 54 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 6
Prestige Stateroom (200 sq.ft. + 43 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 4 - 5 - 6
Deluxe Stateroom (200 sq.ft. + 43 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 3
Superior Stateroom (226 sq.ft.)
Deck 3

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6

Owner’s suite - 3 Deluxe Suites with private
balcony - 20 Prestige Staterooms with
private balcony (with 18 Prestige Staterooms
convertible into 9 Prestige suites) - Pool - Grill
Restaurant - Internet station - Library - Panoramic
lounge - Panoramic terrace

Length  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 466 ft
Beam  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59 ft
Draft .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15,3 ft
Cruising Speed .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16 knots
Ice class  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 C
Classification  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bureau Veritas
Flag  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . French
Guest Decks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
Guest capacity (double occupancy) up to 264 PAX
Normal Crew Size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 140
Fleet of expedition Zodiacs®  .  .  .  . (Mark V HD)
Gross tonnage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10 944 UMS
Electric motors . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 x 2300 KW
Installed power .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 400 KW
Construction .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fincantieri-Ancona-Italy
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PRICE LIST*

PON

PON

-20%

otaru • osaka

TB
AN O

From

-25%

8 nights on board

osaka • hong kong

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

From

7 nights on board

S
NU

TB
AN O

S
NU

petropavlosk • otaru

octobER 22nd 2013

octobER 15th 2013

10 nights on board + flight to go & transfers

PON

octobER 05th 2013

-30%

Superior Stateroom

5 628 €

4 739 €

Superior Stateroom

3 136 €

2 352 €

Superior Stateroom

3 564 €

2 495 €

Deluxe Stateroom

6 278 €

5 259 €

Deluxe Stateroom

3 591 €

2 693 €

Deluxe Stateroom

4 084 €

2 859 €

6 828 €

5 699 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4

3 976 €

2 982 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4

4 524 €

3 167 €

7 128 €

5 939 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

4 186 €

3 140 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

4 764 €

3 335 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

7 428 €

6 179 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

4 396 €

3 297 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

5 004 €

3 503 €
PON

PON

From

-25%

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

From

-20%

TB
AN O

S
NU

Deluxe Suite
Prestige Suite – Deck 5

TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

-25%

8 828 €

7 299 €

Deluxe Suite

5 376 €

4 032 €

Deluxe Suite

6 124 €

4 593 €

10 028 €

8 259 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 5

6 216 €

4 662 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 5

7 084 €

5 313 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6

10 528 €

8 659 €

Owner Suite

15 628 €

12 739 €

6 566 €

4 925 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6

10 136 €

7 602 €

Owner Suite

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

3 407 €

2 962 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

5 607 €

4 722 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

1 568 €

1 176 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

3 108 €

2 331 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

5 607 €

4 722 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

3 108 €

2 331 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

1 185 €

1 185 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

from + 100% (Cabin)
and + 100% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

500 €

Airport taxes

315 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6
Owner Suite

Free
from + 50% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

350 €

7 484 €

5 613 €

11 564 €

8 673 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

1 782 €

1 247 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

3 542 €

2 657 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

3 542 €

2 657 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

Free
from + 50% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

400 €

For more details about specific formalities and important information
regarding this cruise, please, refer to pages 45, 126, 128 and 129
of our brochure SUMMER 2013 or on our website www.ponant.com.

January 04th 2014
PON

-30%

bali • Singapore

TB
AN O

From

-30%

10 nights on board

hong kong • ho chi minh

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

From

February 19th 2014

13 nights on board

S
NU

bali • bali

TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

13 nights on board

PON

dEcembER 22nd 2013

-30%

Superior Stateroom

5 501 €

3 850 €

Superior Stateroom

5 501 €

3 850 €

Superior Stateroom

4 450 €

3 115 €

Deluxe Stateroom

6 346 €

4 442 €

Deluxe Stateroom

6 346 €

4 442 €

Deluxe Stateroom

5 100 €

3 570 €

7 061 €

4 942 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4

7 061 €

4 942 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4

5 650 €

3 955 €

7 451 €

5 215 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

7 451 €

5 215 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

5 950 €

4 165 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

7 841 €

5 488 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

7 841 €

5 488 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

6 250 €

4 375 €

7 245 €

Deluxe Suite

8 415 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 5

Prestige Suite – Deck 6

11 871 €

8 903 €

Owner Suite

18 501 €

13 875 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

2 789 €

1 952 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

5 649 €

4 237 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

5 649 €

4 237 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

Free
from + 50% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

650 €

6 762 €

Deluxe Suite

7 650 €

5 355 €

7 854 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 5

8 850 €

6 195 €

11 871 €

8 903 €

18 501 €

12 950 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

2 789 €

1 952 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

5 649 €

3 954 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

5 649 €

3 954 €
Free

from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)
650 €

9 350 €

6 545 €

14 450 €

10 115 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

2 225 €

1 558 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

4 425 €

3 098 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

4 425 €

3 098 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6
Owner Suite

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)
Safety and port taxes(3)

*For details on pricing and conditions refer to pages 60 to 63.
(1) Limited number of cabins available and on request. (2) Child sharing the cabin of 2 adults. (3) Amount subject to change without notice.
Validity of the fare subject to availability.
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From

9 661 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6

Safety and port taxes(3)

TB
AN O

-30%

11 221 €

Owner Suite

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

PON

PON

9 661 €
11 221 €

From

-30%

S
NU

From

-25%

TB
AN O

S
NU

Deluxe Suite
Prestige Suite – Deck 5

TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

Free
from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)
500 €

• the 2nd consecutive cruise, - 20%
• the 3rd consecutive cruise, - 30%
• the 4th consecutive cruise, - 40%

oct 30th • NOV 10th & 21st 2013
jan 17th & 28th • fEB 08th 2014

PON

-30%

Singapore • Singapore

TB
AN O

From

-30%

12 nights on board

Singapore • bali

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

From

DECEMBER 10th 2013

8 nights on board

S
NU

Singapore • Hong kong
hong kong • Singapore

DECEMBER 02nd 2013
TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

11 nights on board

Please, contact our Travel Advisers
at 0820 22 50 50.
They will be happy to assist you.

PON

Take advantage of our special
consecutive cruises offers in Asia(1):

-30%

Superior Stateroom

4 850 €

3 395 €

Superior Stateroom

3 457 €

2 420 €

Superior Stateroom

5 057 €

3 540 €

Deluxe Stateroom

5 510 €

3 857 €

Deluxe Stateroom

3 937 €

2 756 €

Deluxe Stateroom

5 777 €

4 044 €

6 060 €

4 242 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4

4 177 €

2 924 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4

6 137 €

4 296 €

6 390 €

4 473 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

4 417 €

3 092 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

6 497 €

4 548 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

6 610 €

4 627 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

4 657 €

3 260 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

6 857 €

4 800 €
PON

PON

From

-30%

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

From

-30%

TB
AN O

S
NU

TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

-30%

Deluxe Suite

7 930 €

5 551 €

Deluxe Suite

5 457 €

3 820 €

Deluxe Suite

8 057 €

5 640 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 5

9 250 €

6 475 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 5

6 417 €

4 492 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 5

9 497 €

6 648 €

6 860 €
11 095 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

2 425 €

1 697 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

4 625 €

3 237 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

4 625 €

3 237 €
Free

from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

550 €

marCH 01st 2014

4 772 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6

10 097 €

7 068 €

8 020 €

Owner Suite

17 057 €

11 940 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

1 746 €

1 222 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

2 567 €

1 797 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

3 226 €

2 258 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

4 787 €

3 351 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

3 226 €

2 258 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

4 787 €

3 351 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

Free
from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

400 €

marCH 14th 2014

-30%

Free
from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

600 €

kuala lumpur • colombo

TB
AN O

From

-30%

17 nights on board

colombo • mascate

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

From

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

marCH 27th 2014

13 nights on board

S
NU

TB
AN O

S
NU

ho chi minh • kuala lumpur

PON

13 nights on board

PON

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

6 817 €
11 457 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6
Owner Suite

PON

9 800 €
15 850 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6
Owner Suite

-30%

Superior Stateroom

5 457 €

3 820 €

Superior Stateroom

5 421 €

3 795 €

Superior Stateroom

6 771 €

4 740 €

Deluxe Stateroom

6 237 €

4 366 €

Deluxe Stateroom

6 201 €

4 341 €

Deluxe Stateroom

7 791 €

5 454 €

6 887 €

4 821 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4

6 851 €

4 796 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4

8 301 €

5 811 €

7 277 €

5 094 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

7 241 €

5 069 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

8 811 €

6 168 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

7 537 €

5 276 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

7 501 €

5 251 €

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 6

9 321 €

6 525 €

6 368 €

Deluxe Suite

7 460 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 5

Prestige Suite – Deck 6

11 307 €

7 915 €

Owner Suite

18 457 €

12 920 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

2 754 €

1 928 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

5 354 €

3 748 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

5 354 €

3 748 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)
Safety and port taxes(3)

Free
from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)
650 €

From

9 061 €

6 343 €

Deluxe Suite

11 021 €

7 715 €

7 435 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 5

13 061 €

9 143 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6

11 271 €

7 890 €

18 421 €

12 895 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

2 711 €

1 897 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

5 311 €

3 717 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

5 311 €

3 717 €

Safety and port taxes(3)

TB
AN O

-30%

10 621 €

Owner Suite

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

PON

PON

9 097 €
10 657 €

From

-30%

S
NU

From

-30%

TB
AN O

S
NU

Deluxe Suite
Prestige Suite – Deck 5

TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

Prestige Stateroom – Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom – Deck 5

Free
from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)
650 €

Prestige Suite – Deck 6

13 911 €

9 738 €

Owner Suite

23 771 €

16 640 €

3rd passenger in Superior Stateroom

3 414 €

2 390 €

3rd passenger in Prestige Suite

6 559 €

4 591 €

4th passenger in Prestige Suite

6 559 €

4 591 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)
Safety and port taxes(3)

Free
from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 50% (Suites)
850 €

*For details on pricing and conditions refer to pages 60 to 63.
(1) Limited number of cabins available and on request. (2) Child sharing the cabin of 2 adults. (3) Amount subject to change without notice.
Validity of the fare subject to availability.
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FORMALITIES
FOR ALL CRUISES
The information below is current but subject to change at any time without advance notice from government authorities. Please consult your
respective government agencies for visa and health information.
Passport valid for at least six (6) months beyond the completion of your trip. Passport must contain at least two completely clear, blank, unused
visa pages for each visa required, not including any amendment pages. Visa pages with stains or ink from other pages in the passport are not
usable. Guests who deviate from the scheduled embarkation or disembarkation port should research the foreign entry requirements for the port
country. Due to government regulations, regrettably, Compagnie du Ponant will have to deny boarding to any guest who fails to obtain the
appropriate travel documentation for this trip.

SPECIFIC FORMALITIES
LE SOLéAL: petropavlosk • otaru / OCT 05th 2013 - page 27
For more details about all specific formalities regarding this cruise, please refer to page 43 of our brochure, SUMMER 2013 or visit our website
www.ponant.com.
LE SOLéAL: OSAKA • HONG KONG / OCT 22nd 2013 - page 27
No visa for Hong Kong is required. However, should you choose to extend your cruise with a stay in China, an individual visa for China will be
required.
LE SOLéAL: HONG KONG • Singapore / OCT 30th 2013 / NOV 21st 2013 / JAN 28th 2014 - page 31
No visa for Hong Kong is required. However, should you choose to extend your cruise with a stay in China, an individual visa for China will be
required.
• Vietnam: Visa delivered and charged on board (currently 20€ per person, subject to change).
LE SOLéAL: Singapore • HONG KONG / NOV 10th 2013 / JAN 17th 2014 / FEB 08th 2014 - page 31
• Vietnam: Visa delivered and charged on board (currently 20€ per person, subject to change).
No visa for Hong Kong is required. However, should you choose to extend your cruise with a stay in China, an individual visa for China will be
required.
LE SOLéAL: Singapore • BALI / DEC 10th 2013 - page 41
• Indonesia: Visa delivered and charged on board (currently 45€ per person, subject to change)
• Komodo National Park fee charged on board (40€)
LE SOLéAL: BALI • BALI / DEC 22nd 2013 - page 41
• Indonesia: Visa required prior to the cruise.
• Komodo National Park fee charged on board (40€)
LE SOLéAL: BALI • Singapore / JAN 04th 2014 - page 43
• Indonesia: Visa required prior to the cruise.
• Komodo National Park fee charged on board (40€)
LE SOLéAL: HONG KONG • HO CHI MINH / FEB 19th 2014 - page 33
• Vietnam: Visa delivered and charged on board (currently 20€ per person, subject to change).
LE SOLéAL: HO CHI MINH • PORT KELANG (Kuala Lumpur) / MAR 01st 2014 - page 37
• Vietnam: Visa required prior to the cruise.
LE SOLéAL: PORT KELANG (Kuala Lumpur) • COLOMBO / MAR 14th 2014 - page 47
• Myanmar: Visa delivered and charged on board (currently 45€ per person, subject to change).
• Sri Lanka: Visa required prior to the cruise.
LE SOLéAL: COLOMBO • MUSCAT / MAR 27th 2014 - page 51
• Sri Lanka: Visa required prior to the cruise.
• India: Visa required prior to the cruise. Note that it can take a long time to get a visa at certain times of the year.
• Oman: Visa delivered and charged on board (currently 25€ per person, subject to change).

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
• Visas: Before departure, please check carefully that your visas are valid for the right date and time spent in the countries in order to avoid
unpleasant situations.
• Sightseeing: Some places can only be visited on foot. Also, sites may have stairs or require you to take off shoes.
• Currency: Plan to have dollars in small notes as they are easier to use outside of large cities.
• Medication: If you have a medical treatment, do not forget your prescription.
• Coaches: road conditions are very poor in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and for some port of calls in Malaysia. Timings are unpredictable due
to heavy traffic conditions. The comfort of coaches cannot be compared to that of international vehicles and often lack suspension.
• Guides: Compagnie du Ponant is aware that the quality of guides is of utmost importance and puts all efforts in place to secure the best local
guides available. Note that guides in Asia often have heavy accents. Several of our calls visit small and isolated communities where resources
(transportation and guides) are scarce, resulting in higher prices.
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INSURANCE

une société

international

La Compagnie du Ponant is creating a new insurance and multi-risk assistance contract. Enjoy worry-free travel with our exclusive
Ponant 5* Insurance policy, arranged through our partner, TMS, a specialist in high-end travel insurance. This insurance will cover you
on all our itineraries without exception, and for the full duration of your cruise. TMS has been our partner for nearly 15 years and has
plenty of experience in the type of problems that may arise. We are therefore offering to be the single and unique point of contact for
booking your flights and cruises and also for managing insurance cover throughout your trip. The guarantees provided are subject to
a surcharge of 4% incl. taxes on the total cost of your cruise. The policy must be taken out on the day your cruise is purchased or no
later than 46 days before your cruise starts. Our sales staff are at your disposal to answer all your questions. To be eligible you must live
in mainland France including Corsica, the French overseas departments, Andorra and Monaco, or in an EU country or in Switzerland.
BENEFITS

Maximum amounts / person, incl. tax

Trip cancellation
Illness (including relapse from previous illness or injury), accident, death of the insured, of a family
member or an insured accompanying party.
• Attack or natural disaster occurring at destination point
• Other justified reasons
 Deductible
•

25 000 € maximum / person
75 000 € maximum / event
10% of the cancellation cost with a minimum of 50 € /
person (no deductible in case of illness, accident or death)

Missed connection
• Travel expenses up to the next stop-over
OR
• Early return

50% of the trip cost with a maximum of 1 500 € / person
Return ticket + taxi fare

Baggage
Theft, total or partial destruction, loss during conveyance by a shipping company
 Deductible
• Late delivery>24h

3 049 € incl. tax / person
30 € / file
Fixed sum of 400 € incl. tax / person

•

Assistance to persons in case of illness or injury during travel
Transportation / Repatriation
Return travel of family members or insured accompanying party
OR
• Presence during hospitalization
- Transportation
- Accommodations
• Prolonged stay of accompanying party in the event of hospitalization
• Accompanying children under 18 years old
• Travel continuation
• Reimbursement of medical expenses abroad and advance of hospitalization costs abroad
- Europe and Mediterranean countries
- Rest of the world
 Deductible for medical expenses

Actual costs
Return ticket + taxi fare

•
•

Round trip ticket + taxi fare
80 € / night (maximum 10 nights)
80 € / night (maximum 4 nights)
Hostess or round trip ticket
Additional travel expenses
75 000 € / person
152 500 € / person
30 € / person / event

Assistance provided in case of death
•
•

Return travel of family members or one or two of the insured accompanying party
Anticipated return in the event of death of a family member, the person in charge of child care or
the professional replacement

Return ticket + taxi fare
Return ticket + taxi fare

Travel Assistance
Advance of bail abroad
Coverage of lawyers’ fees abroad
Early return in case of damages at home
Assistance in case of damages at home
- Conservatory measures
- Accommodations
• Assistance and advance of funds in case of theft, loss or
destruction of identification papers or payment means
•
•
•
•

15 300 € / person
3 100 € / person
Return ticket + taxi fare
80 €
50 € / night (maximum 2 nights)
2 300 € / person

Civil liability
All bodily injury and property damage
Including property damage
 Deductible
•
•

4 500 000 € incl. tax / person
75 000 € incl. tax / person
75 € / claim

Trip interruption
Cost of trip interruption, due to:
- Hospitalization or death of close relations
- Damages at home
• Compensation travel, following:
- Medical repatriation of the insured
•

Prorata temporis (excluding transportation)

Initial cost of insured trip

Travel accident
•
•

Death
Disability

15 245 € incl. tax / person
15 245 € incl. tax / person
150 000 € incl. tax / event
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GENERAL INFORMATION
1- The rates of our cruise programs are per person and include the following:

4- Rates and Savings

• All meals from dinner on the day of embarkation to breakfast on the day of
disembarkation
• Captain’s welcome cocktail and gala dinner
•	Mineral water, tea, filter coffee, a selection of white, red and rosé wines offered
during meals; afternoon tea
•	Evening gatherings, organised entertainments and events
•	Porterage from the quayside to the ship and vice versa
•	English speaking lecturer on selected sailings identified by “lecturer on board” logo
•	SPECIAL FOR PROGRAMS IN US$: THE ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGE includes the
Open Bar (pouring wines, DRAPPIER champagne, alcohol except premium brands,
coffees, juices and soft drinks...list available upon request), port taxes, Fuel surcharge
and crew gratuities

Please find the rates for each cruise on our website www.ponant.com. Port charges are
subject to change and in addition to the cruise rates (included only in cruise packages
presented in US$).
Ponant Bonus saving is only applicable on the cruise portion of each package and not
to port charges.

Petropavlovsk-Otaru expedition program rates also includes:
•	Meet and Greet by our representatives at the destination airport, transfers to/from the
ship and other services before and after the cruise according to detailed programs
available upon request 10 months prior departure
•	Highly experienced multi-lingual expedition team for all expedition cruises identified
by “Expedition” logo
• one way direct private flight from Dusseldorf (to be confirmed) in Economy-class on
European airline; (possibility to upgrade to Ponant Premium class or Business class,
ask for details and supplement)

2- The rates of our cruise programs do not include the following:
• Airport taxes
•	Port and safety taxes (included only in cruise packages presented in US$)
•	Luggage porterage at the airport
• Any ground services before and/or after the cruise other than the ones mentioned
for each package and for which details are available upon request 10 months prior
departure. Don’t hesitate to contact your travel agent or consult www.ponant.com
•	Optional Overland programs presented in this Asia Collection will be detailed
in upcoming Winter 2013-2014 brochure available Spring 2013 and soon on
www.ponant.com
•	Optional shore excursions invoiced on your shipboard account
•	Optional Open bar package (included only in cruise packages presented in US$) to
be booked exclusively prior departure
•	Optional Spa package to be booked prior your departure.
•	Visa expenses, inoculation expenses, disembarkation and access fees to National
Parks and other protected areas (please consult formalities section)
•	Beverages other than the ones mentioned
•	Laundry services, hair salon and Spa treatments
•	Personal expenses, medical expenses, local guide tips
• crew gratuities (included only in cruise packages presented in US$
• Cancellation/luggage/assistance/repatriation/medical insurance(s)

3- Ground services / Shore excursions
Our cruise packages are in connection with Compagnie du Ponant selected regular or
private charter flights. All our airline agreements on regular flights are made on group
basis in economy class with a limited number of seats. If the class is not available
anymore, we will suggest, depending on the availability, extra seats with a supplement.
Final timings and schedule of the day by day program will be communicated with the
cruise ticket.
Transportation services to the port of departure, transfers to the ship, including, as
applicable, hotel room and restaurant bookings or guided tours, are performed by
independent suppliers who are not employees of CDP. In this respect, CDP acts only
as an agent and shall not be held liable for said services or for the acts or omissions of
sub-contractors or other contractors. The passenger agrees that CDP acts as agent and/
or trustee for any person including ground and maritime agents and subcontractors, who
provide any service forming, or in connection with, any part of the cruise.

4-1 Public rates
They are the reference rates of the cruise applicable for the validity period of the brochure.
Public rates are per person and based on double occupancy.
4-2 Ponant Bonus Fares
PONANT BONUS is a special savings program on published cruise-only rates for
selected voyages. Ponant Bonus is the guaranteed best price you can obtain on the
day you make your reservation. It can save you up to 30% off the public rates. Ponant
Bonus fares are capacity controlled, subject to availability and may change at any time
without notice. Ponant Bonus could decrease or be closed for specific stateroom and suite
categories or entire cruises. Contact your travel agent or refer to www.ponant.com to
determine the Ponant Bonus available at the time of booking your cruise(s). Ponant Bonus
may not be combinable with other promotional offers or onboard cruise credits.
4-3 Other savings
• Combination cruise (if applicable): -10% off the second consecutive cruise-only rate,
port taxes excluded, applicable on all consecutive cruises, except Ocean Voyages.
• Ponant Yacht Club Grand Admiral Members: -5% off the cruise-only rate, port taxes
excluded
• Honeymoon: see details on www.ponant.com
• Wedding Anniversary (every 5th year): see details on www.ponant.com
• Family & Friends: -5% off the cruise-only rate, port taxes excluded, for all bookings of
5 adults or more, booked at the same time and all sailing together on the same cruise
• Referrals: see details on www.ponant.com
• On board Reservations: -5% off the cruise-only rate, port taxes excluded for each new
cruise booked with our onboard staff
NOTE: These discounts/benefits are not combinable with any offer other than those
mentioned above. If you are entitled to several discounts, the value of the second discount
is calculated from the revised rate obtained after the deduction of the first discount and
so on.
5- Children
Children under 3 years old and women who are over 6 months pregnant are not
authorised to board. For children between 3 and 8 years, an embarkation authorization
should be asked in writing to Compagnie du Ponant. If validated, a liability discharge
document will have to be filled and sent back to Compagnie du Ponant to finalize your
cruise reservation. On expedition cruise Petropavlovsk-Otaru, children must be able to
disembark/embark by zodiac without assistance. Therefore disembarkation is submitted
to Captain’s and Expedition Leader’s decision depending on weather conditions and
landing sites. In all cases, children and young adults, once on board, are the entire and
total responsibility of their parents or guardians.
Children from 8 to 11 years old, sharing with 2 adults and Teenagers from 12 to 18 years
old, sharing with 1 or 2 adults: special discounts apply; please contact us.
6- Mobility
LE SOLÉAL has three cabins which are specially adapted for disabled guests (ADA
Norms). Nevertheless, for safety reasons, all passengers must either be fully mobile or
must be accompanied by a travelling companion fit and able to provide all necessary
assistance during the voyage. Persons who are not fully mobile, with physical disabilities
or other handicaps requiring special treatment or assistance, including persons who use
a wheelchair, must advise the Company in writing of the nature of such conditions when
making a reservation. The Company reserves the right to refuse passage to anyone who
has failed to notify them of such limited mobility, disabilities or need of assistance, or who,
in the Company’s opinion is unfit for travel. Please note that in some ports, disembarkation
is done using tender or zodiacs making them very difficult or even impossible for
passengers with limited mobility.
7- Others

3-1 Shore excursions
Besides exceptions indicated in each detailed cruise package program, shore excursions
are sold and charged on board and are ruled by general conditions that apply to
the contract signed with the local tour operator and the relevant national regulations.
The passenger agrees that CDP acts as agent and/or trustee for any person including
ground and maritime agents and subcontractors, who provide any service in connection
with any part of the cruise.
Excursions can involve activities that may not suit persons with disabilities. Prices are
only given as an indication and may change. Before departure, you will receive a tour
program detailing the excursions on offer with the latest rates. Five months before cruise
departure, shore excursions can also be viewed on www.ponant.com. Shore excursions
are currently only bookable onboard. In the event of an excursion being cancelled due
to a technical reason, shortage of participants or a case of force majeure, the client will
not be eligible for any compensation. Please note that you will not be reimbursed for
excursions if you cancel after registration deadline. Any meals offered during excursions
are simple and should not be compared to the standards on board the ship.
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• Animals are not permitted aboard. (not even service assistance dogs)
•	Women who are more than 6 months pregnant at the time of disembarkation are not
permitted to travel
• Any specific health issue, if known, must be reported to our medical department prior
to departure. Please contact us for procedures
• For visas obtained before your departure from home, it is essential to check that their
period of validity are matching your stay duration to avoid non-conformity issues which
could prohibit your disembarkation at port of entry.
• All our vessels are non-smoking with the exception of designated areas on outside
decks.
•	The master of the ship retains the right to change the itinerary as a result of weather
conditions or security risks per article 4.2 of the cruise ticket.
• Detailed terms and conditions are available on www.ponant.com and upon request.
•	Euro, US Dollar currencies and credit cards (VISA, MASTERCARD and AMEX) are
accepted on board. Note there are no ATMs onboard the ships or money exchange.
Onboard purchases are charged back to the guest’s stateroom.

WINTER 2013-2014 - TERMS AND CONDITIONS
These are extracts of the terms and conditions which will apply to your cruise. Please
read them carefully. Complete terms and conditions are available upon request. Attention
is particularly drawn to the exemption and limitation of liability in favour of Compagnie
du Ponant / Compagnie du Ponant USA LLC, hereinafter referred as “the Company” or
“CDP”. These terms and conditions are subject to change without notice.
1- Transferability:
A reservation for one of the programs listed in this brochure is only valid for date, cruise
program and passenger(s) names listed on the written confirmation received upon
reservation and on the cruise ticket provided with travel documents. Passenger may
transfer the ticket to a third party, who shall fill the same conditions as the passenger to
perform all purchased services, as long as the agreement has not rendered any effect. The
transferor and/or transferee must settle any fees which result, and inform the Company
and the seller of this decision by registered letter with acknowledgement of receipt no later
than 45 days prior to embarkation or 90 days prior day of embarkation for “Cruise +
Flight & Transfers” expedition program. In the event where the passenger transfers his/her
ticket without informing the Company and the seller as per the terms described above, this
ticket transfer will be invalid and the ticket will be cancelled without any possible refund.
2- Payment Schedule:
In order to secure a booking, the guest is required to pay 25% of total cruise price
upon confirmation. The final 75% is due no later than 30 working days prior to sailing/
departure. All reservations are subject to cancellation fees if payments are not received
by the due date. Your full payment or acceptance of a ticket constitutes agreement to
the terms and conditions of the Passenger Ticket Contract. Any revisions to the above
payment plan must be in writing and approved by CDP.
3- Revisions & modifications:
Guests who deviate from the scheduled program should inform the Company in advance
to obtain her agreement. Once a booking is secured by a deposit, all revisions and/or
changes are subject to fees that have to be paid by the passenger as stated hereunder
in “Cancellation & Refunds”.
The passenger who decides to shorten his journey cannot claim any refund for any
unused services. The passenger, who fails to present himself in time for his departure or
relinquishes booked services included in the program for any reason, cannot claim any
refund.
4- Revision, modification & Cancellation conditions:
All modifications or cancellations must be in writing (registered mail or email with proof of
delivery). Date of sending will be the one taken into consideration for the calculation of
revisions or cancellation fees. Any and all guests not reporting for departure or prevented
from reporting for departure or waiving for any reason whatsoever the benefit of services
included in the program cannot claim any refund. CDP shall not be required to refund
any monies to any guests who must leave the sailing prematurely for any reason, nor shall
CDP be held responsible for any costs, fees, damages or causes of action which result
from the transportation expenses incurred by guest’s early departure.
For any deposited or fully paid booking, cancellation penalties will be assessed as
noted below. These cancellation penalties are applicable to all services booked through
Compagnie du Ponant.
4-1 For all cruises, except Petropavlovsk-Otaru expedition program:
•	More than 45 days before departure: 200 €/ 175 £/ 270US$ per person
• 45-31 days before departure: 50% per person of full fare
• 30-21 days before departure: 75% per person of full fare
•	Less than 21 days before departure: 100% of full fare
4-2 For Petropavlovsk-Otaru expedition program:
•	More than 90 days before departure: 300 € / 260 £ / 400 US$ per person
• 90-61 days before departure: 25% per person of full fare
• 60-46 days before departure: 50% per person of full fare
• 45-31 days before departure: 75% per person of full fare
•	Less than 30 days before departure: 100% of full fare
5- Formalities and health information:
Before booking one of these journeys or trips offered in this brochure, each passenger is
personally responsible for complying with the required legal regulations. All passengers
must carry a valid passport, as well as the visas and vaccination certificates which may be
required at the airport, at the port of arrival and departure. Company du Ponant waives
all liability for not complying with the required legal regulations regarding immigration,
customs or sanitary documents required before departure and during his trip.
Any guest who fails to obtain the appropriate travel documentation to board the airplane
or access to the ship is responsible and may not claim any compensation or refund of
his trip or services.
The information given in this brochure is current but subject to change at any time without
advance notice from governement authorities. Please consult respective government
agencies up to the departure date.
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6- Transportation and ground services terms and conditions:
6-1 Air transportation
All airline tickets are provided in the electronic ticket format. Due to airline security
measures, your passport name must match your airline ticket name or you may be denied
boarding. Any mistakes, or requests to alter the name, will require the purchase of a
new ticket.
Compagnie du Ponant will provide passengers, at the time they make their booking, with
the name of the airline or airline carriers which have either already been selected or are
likely to be selected. Compagnie du Ponant undertakes to inform passengers, before
departure, of any changes to the identity of the airline or airline carriers as soon as they
are known.
The words “direct flight” mean there will be no change of aircraft, but do not exclude
the possibility that there may be one or several stops. A “direct non-stop flight” means
no change of aircraft and no stops. Chartered flights do not offer special meals. Airline
carriers can enter into a “code share” agreement whereby they are able to sell a flight
under their own name, although the aircraft itself may be operated by another airline
company.
The schedules and type of transportation listed are provided by the transportation
companies at the time this brochure was being produced. They are a guideline to the
moment of departure and are subject to change for all kinds of reasons (additional stops
added, weather conditions, air traffic control authorisation, strikes, etc). In accordance
with the Warsaw and Montreal Conventions, timings and routes as well as departure/
destination airports are not a contractual element of the transportation ticket. Under these
conditions, Compagnie du Ponant cannot be held responsible for changes that are
beyond its control.
Changes to the original travel program may be the result, in particular, of technical
faults, weather conditions, political reasons, delays or cancellations, strikes, additional
stops, changes to aircraft or routes, etc. Under no circumstances can these incidences be
attributed to Compagnie du Ponant or any compensation made whatsoever. If a client
wishes to abandon his journey, he will be liable to the cruise cancellation fees indicated
above.
The airline carrier’s responsibility, in the event of damages, complaints or claims of
any kind, is limited to the carriage of passengers and their luggage by air, within the
terms and conditions stipulated on the tickets and by the airline companies themselves.
Compagnie du Ponant will not reimburse any expenses (taxis, meals, hotels, etc), when
the passenger is under the responsibility of the airline company. The consequences of
accidents/incidents occurring when travelling by air are governed by the Warsaw and
Montreal Convention, or by the local regulations governing national transportation in the
country concerned.
On International flights and/or private flights, check-in luggage is limited to 23kg/44lbs
per person and carry-on luggage is limited to 8kg/17lbs per person (besides airlines
frequent flyer advantages). Special restrictions may apply depending on airlines specific
conditions. We thank you for taking these restrictions into account. Airline carriers charge
for extra weight and sometimes refuse, for strict security reasons, to check-in overweight
and oversized luggage. Compagnie du Ponant and the airline carriers waive all liability
for luggage with extra weight that is refused at the check-in.
6-2 Ground Services, Optional Overland Programs:
Details on optional « Overland » programs presented in this ASIA COLLECTION WINTER
2013-2014 brochure will shortly be available upon request and on www.ponant.com
Please book these programs as soon as possible and in any case, 45 days before
departure. These overland packages are based on group rates and subject to a minimum
of participants. CDP may cancel any of these programs up to 21 days before departure
of the cruise if the minimum of guests registered is not reached.
6-3 Boarding and cruising terms and conditions:
a) Embarkation: Guests must report for boarding in the conditions set by the passenger
ticket (details of passenger ticket document are available upon request). Passengers are
responsible for having received all medical inoculations necessary for the voyage and
having their cruise ticket, a valid passport, visas and other documents mandatory for
the scheduled port of calls and disembarkation. If a passenger does not have proper
documents he/she will not be allowed to embark. Boarding the ship automatically makes
the passenger subject to the application of the provisions hereafter, as well as the general
conditions concerning the travel program, which they are familiar with and which they
have accepted.
If guests decide to organize their own transport to/from the ship, it is highly recommended
that they choose refundable and changeable tickets and to take reasonable buffer time
with transfers to/from the ship. In case of delay, cancellation or revision, CDP will not
refund any kind of transportation or services and will not postpone cruise departure time.
b) Visas, Passport and Health information: At the time of boarding, all guests must have
a passport valid for six months following disembarkation as well as necessary visas and
vaccination certificates which may be required in destination ports where the ship calls.
CDP accepts no responsibility for obtaining required visas or for advising guests of visa
or other immigration requirements. Please consult relevant authorities or a visa service
to determine accurately if any visas, health certificates, or vaccinations are required. If
incorrect documents are obtained, guests will be unable to participate in particular shore
excursions and may be denied boarding and/or disembark in certain port of calls/
countries. The Company and/or master of the ship are entitled to refuse embarkation or
to prevent disembarkation of any passengers who do not show the documents allowing
them to disembark at the scheduled destination or stopover ports. Every passenger is
personally responsible for compliance with the statutory and regulatory provisions in force
before departure.

c) Health and Security: If it appears to the Company and/or the Master of the ship
that a passenger is for any reason whatsoever unfit to travel or likely to endanger his
health or safety or impair the comfort of others on board or seems likely to be refused
permission to land at any port or to render the Company liable for his maintenance,
support or repatriation, the Company or the Master of the ship shall be entitled at any
time to take any of the following courses as appear appropriate to them, namely a) To
refuse to embark or disembark the passenger at any particular port; b) To disembark him
at any port; c) To transfer him from one berth to another; d) To confine him to one cabin
of the ship’s medical centre; e) Through the ship’s doctor and/or his staff to administer
any drug, medication or other substance or to admit and/or confine the passenger to
the hospital, or any similar institution at any port provided that the ship’s doctor considers
it necessary. Health care, medical expenses and drugs on land or aboard the ship shall
be paid by passengers.
Passengers accept civil and criminal liability for all damages caused to CDP, other
passengers or third parties by their actions. Passengers are individually and solely
responsible for the payment of any and all fines or penalties inflicted by competent
authorities on account of their own acts.
d) Itinerary changes/alterations/cancellation of a trip: Arrival and departure times
are given as an indication only. The Company cannot guarantee coincidence with
corresponding schedules (plane, train...) notably due to modification of the program
duration initially planned, which cannot incur any compensation, as the Company cannot
be held liable for indirect damages. CDP reserves the right to withdraw and/or cancel a
sailing to make changes in the itinerary whenever, in its sole judgment, or in the judgment
of the vessel owner or operator, conditions warrant it.
In the event of adverse meteorological conditions or adverse political or social conditions
in the country of a port of call or for any other fact that may jeopardize the safety of
guests or of the ship, or in the event of orders by public authorities, the Company may
change the itinerary or port of calls or destination, delay, end or cancel the trip, divert
the ship, tow or be towed, transfer guests and their luggage aboard any other means
of transportation, even when this results in an increase or a shortening of the advertised
program. The Company does not warrant that these will correspond to the time schedule
of connecting flights or transfers (eg planes or trains...), due to the fact that the initially
scheduled trip duration may be altered. No indemnification shall be due on this account,
as the Company is not liable for indirect damages.
Under any circumstances, the ship may provide assistance to any person or goods at
sea, and will not be liable for the consequences of a modification to the cruise program
for this reason.
In the case of external events beyond the control of the Company or for any reason
regarding the safety of travellers or the ship or due to an insufficient number of participants,
according to that which is provided for by the terms and conditions of this brochure,
CDP may cancel the cruise and must inform the passengers by registered letter with
acknowledgement of receipt or email, fax with proof of delivery.
Cruise programs included in the brochure “COMPAGNIE DU PONANT - ASIA
COLLECTION WINTER 2013-2014” are subject to a minimum of participants. CDP
may cancel any cruise program up to 21 days before departure if the minimum of guests
registered is under or equal to 50% of the ship capacity (244 passengers).
In the event of an alteration of the contract by the Company after boarding the ship,
passengers shall in any case not be entitled to any indemnification other than refund for
unperformed services for which no replacement was provided. In addition, passengers
may be requested to pay extra monies for services rendered under such circumstances
and for the costs of living aboard the ship in the event that the duration of the trip is
extended.
The Company may give passengers cabins other than those initially planned.

7- Independent contractors/Limit of liability:
The passenger agrees that CDP acts as agent and/or trustee for any person, ground and
maritime agents and subcontractors, who provide any service forming, or in connection
with, any part of the cruise. Transportation services to the port of departure, transfers to
the ship, including, as applicable, hotel room and restaurant bookings or guided tours,
are performed by independent suppliers who are not employees of CDP. In this respect,
CDP acts only as an agent and shall not be held liable for said services or for the acts or
omissions of sub-contractors or other contractors.
CDP shall not be held liable for bodily injury to, or death of passengers, or for loss of, or
damage to luggage or other personal belongings, unless it is proved that the carrier has
infringed statutory obligations or that it or one of its employees or agents has committed
gross negligence. However, in the event the liability of CDP is incurred, such liability is
limited (details available upon request).
CDP shall in any case not be liable for failure of an improper performance when the same
is due to or caused by the fault of the passenger; the unforeseeable or unavoidable fault
or a third party unconnected with the provision of any services to be provided under the
contract ; unusual and unforeseeable circumstances beyond the control of CDP ; an event
of “Force Majeure” such as a war, threat of war, riots, civil commotion, acts of God,
terrorist activities, natural and nuclear disaster, fire, technical problems with transport,
closure of ports, strikes and any industrial action, or any other event beyond the control
of CDP.
CDP and the Owners and operators of the vessels identified in this brochure shall be
entitled to claim the benefit of whichever law, regulation, treaty or doctrine provides the
greatest protection.
8- Validity of the brochure
From December 14th, 2012 and until further notice, this brochure cancels and replaces
all information contained in the brochure COMPAGNIE DU PONANT “SUMMER 2013”
or any other leaflet.
9- Rates
The prices given at the time of booking are based on economic conditions known on
October 04th, 2012; this for the period from October 10th, 2013 and until further notice.
These conditions are, amongst others, the cost of transport and fuel, relevant dues and
taxes for the proposed operation (port taxes, embarkation and disembarkation taxes,
entrance costs to tourist sites), currency exchange rates relevant to the pricing of these
programs. CDP reserves the right within the legal limits of French Law to vary the prices
if necessary. All variation of the cost of transport, fuel, taxes, dues and visa costs will be
passed on within the voyage cost. Additionally, any surcharge levied will be increased to
include an amount to cover agent’s commission. Any change in fare cannot be imposed
less than 30 days prior to departure. For the cruise-only portion, daily surcharge, if any,
will be calculated based on:
S=

fuel variation * x daily comsumption**
Ship capacity ***

(*): MGO FOB Rotterdam 0,1% in US$
(**): LE SOLÉAL: 20t,
(***): LE SOLÉAL: 244
10- Travel Insurance:

e) Luggage: Each Guest can bring aboard a reasonable amount of clothing and personal
effects without charge, subject to airline restrictions. Hand luggage or cabin luggage and
personal effects shall comply with allowances in the terms and conditions provided for in
the program. Luggage must be distinctly labeled with the passenger’s full name, the name
of the ship and cabin number.

Passengers shall be responsible for subscribing to cancellation/luggage/ assistance/
repatriation/medical insurance(s).

All passengers are prohibited from transporting merchandise in their luggage whose
content may threaten the health of other passengers, damage or contaminate their
luggage on the vessel. It is notably forbidden to board or pack animals or inflammable,
explosive, corrosive, dangerous, scented or leaking materials in your luggage. Failure to
comply with these rules will lead to payment of a lump sum penalty provided for by law.
The passenger will in any case be responsible for any injury, loss or damages suffered
due to the presence of these objects, and shall ensure that the Company is not sued due to
such events. Such objects may at any time and in any place be disembarked, destroyed,
thrown into the sea or made safe by the Company without any compensation. It is also
prohibited to load objects as luggage other than those intended for personal use by the
passenger, and notably goods in general, and objects whose importing is prohibited or
which are not compliant with customs or police regulations. The passenger is responsible
for all consequences, expenses, damages and penalties resulting therefrom, and the
Company, in such cases, shall not be held liable for loss or damages.
Passengers must look after their personal luggage during the entire duration of the stay
aboard the ship as well as during embarking, transfer and disembarking operations. CDP
waives all liability for luggage left unattended by passengers and for which passengers
have not taken the necessary precautions against theft, loss or damage. Specifically, the
Company shall not be liable for breakable items and valuables including but not limited
to money, watches, securities, jewellery, computers and any electronic materials, mobile
phones and other precious objects which must be hand-carried by the passenger on and
off the ship; are the full responsibility of the passenger at all time. CDP is not responsible
for loss of or damage to such items. The passenger is responsible for subscribing to
insurance to cover luggage.

No claims can be made against CDP without a written and detailed statement of the
claim by registered letter with acknowledgment of receipt requested within the following
time periods:
a) For luggage in the event of obvious damages or loss: at the time of disembarkation at
the latest. In the event of hidden damages or loss: within seven (7) days of disembarking
or of the date when disembarkation should have taken place ;
b) For passengers in the case of bodily harm and damages other than to luggage:
within thirty (30) days from the date when the passenger disembarked or should have
disembarked. Failure to comply with these provisions shall mean that the passenger is
deemed to have safely disembarked without harm and collected his or her luggage
without damage thereto.

11- Claims:

12- Jurisdiction
These terms & conditions are subject to and interpreted according to International
regulations and concern the transportation of passengers and their luggage from the time
of boarding the ship to the moment of disembarking, as well as at ports of departure,
destination, or stopover. CDP shall incur no liability outside this period of time. Without
prejudice to required legal regulations, any actions related either to the interpretation, or
execution of this agreement shall be brought before the competent courts of MarseilleFrance.
CDP is not responsible for omissions, printing and/or presentation errors and reserves the
right to make corrections as required.
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• From UK:

0808 234 38 02 (TOLL FREE NUMBER)
• From Belgium:
0800 77 350 (TOLL FREE NUMBER)
• From Switzerland: 0800 552 741 (TOLL FREE NUMBER)
• Rest of the World: +33 4 88 66 64 00
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www.ponant.com
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