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Antarctica
The Trip of a Lifetime
There are cruises that change our outlook on the world forever. They are strong in
emotions, rich in sensations and enhanced by exceptional encounters.
Who has never dreamed of following in the footsteps of the great explorers, whose
tales fired the imagination of whole generations?
Who has never dreamt of discovering the mysterious “White Continent”, that extreme
land on the edge of the world, that majestic polar desert, that was a ghost on the
map of the world for so long?
With more than 15 years of proven and recognised experience, La Compagnie du
Ponant has earned the reputation of being a true Polar Specialist. That is why for
this new Winter 13-14 Season we are offering our esteemed passengers a choice
of unique cruises, each one providing a fascinating experience on the edge of the
Southern Lands, an extraordinary journey to the heart of a world made of ice and
water, where the days seem to stretch and never want to end.
On the horizon, sheets of ice collapse into the Ocean to form huge icebergs, veritable
iridescent crystal cathedrals. These are grandiose landscapes, in an extreme
destination where the silence is infinite and where Nature reigns supreme.
Through a series of itineraries that have been specially designed for you, in the
Antarctic Peninsula and in South Georgia, we invite you to cast off and experience
the privilege of a 5-star expedition, Ponant-style: a refined adventure to the heart of
this remarkable kingdom of ice, aboard L’Austral or Le Boréal.
Come and enjoy a unique cruise with us, a personal odyssey, the promise of an
exceptional destination, a meeting with another land – one from which we return
changed forever.

See you on board very soon,
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POLAR SPECIALISTS
N°1 CRUISE LINE IN THE ANTARCTIC, COMPAGNIE DU PONANT IS THE
ONLY FRENCH FLAG CRUISE COMPANY AND THE ONLY ONE WITH
TWO SHIPS IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD.
PROVEN EXPERIENCE
Since 1999, La Compagnie du Ponant offers you a choice of unique cruises, a fascinating
experience heading deep into Antarctica. Two of our ships, L’AUSTRAL and Le BORéAL will
take you into the heart of the White Continent. Thanks to their smaller size and their high
technical specifications, they give you access to exceptional sites in 5-star comfort that is
unique in these extreme regions. It is a privilege that only a handful of cruise ships enjoy and
gives our expeditions their exclusive edge.

A TEAM OF POLAR SPECIALISTS
You will embark aboard our ships in the company of true Antarctic professionals. Our
Captains are all ice specialists and experts in navigation in extreme regions and all have
lengthy experience with the company. Our Naturalist-Guides and Lecturers and senior
on-board staff are all seasoned scientists who will share their experience with you. Fitted
with perfectly safe and stable Zodiac® inflatable boats, we organise trips for small groups
that allow you great proximity to the natural environment. “The Captain and his crew
are always very enthusiastic and involved. They also have significant resources available,
including numerous Zodiac® and a lot of high-tech equipment for observing the flora and
fauna. It’s a rarity that deserves to be highlighted.”
Nicolas DUBREUIL – Expedition Leader
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TOTAL SAFETY
The safety of our passengers has always been our number one priority and is the constant
concern of our experienced Captains. Our two ships with ice-going classification meet very
specific international criteria and are at the cutting edge of technology in terms of their safety
equipment:
• Sonar: This allows the sea bed to be visualised in 3D in order to get as close as possible to
the ice floes in total security.
• GMDSS: A system of emergency communication by radio.
• Zodiac® tracker: Each Zodiac® is fitted with a permanent tracker which allows it to be
monitored by satellite.
• A satellite weather station: Updated in real time, it allows navigation routes to be optimised,
to ensure the greatest possible comfort for our passengers.

For further information, have a look at our new Ponant Polar Specialists
website: www.ponantpoles.com
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Your
naturalist-guides
Naturalists, geologists, lecturers and experienced guides, our team of well known professionals are the ideal
companions to have as you explore this little known territory. Our team is composed of 10 specialists per
expedition.
Nicolas DUBREUIL - Expedition Leader
Nicolas has been accompanying polar expeditions for more than 20 years. He
fell in love with the region to such an extent that he wrote an ethnology thesis on
it. The Antarctica polar expanses have no secrets for this Expedition Leader, Film
Maker and Lecturer. Armed with his experience, Nicolas has been working with
Compagnie du Ponant for seven years now, helping the captain plan routes and
produce a photo of your cruise. He is only too delighted to share his memories
and knowledge.
Alain BIDART
Passionate about the Antarctic and polar wildlife, Alain works with the
International Polar Foundation. He has been involved with numerous
educational and expedition projects, accompanying climbers to the heart of
the ice sheet. Keen to share his knowledge of the region’s wildlife, he is now
a naturalist-guide and speaker on our cruises. As wildlife photographer, he
knows exactly where to take you to get the best shots.
Juan José APESTEGUI
With 20 years experience as a guide and speaker, Juan José has been
travelling in the Antarctic for over a decade on expedition and cruise ships.
The Antarctic Peninsular holds few secrets for him. This seasoned naturalist is
only too happy to share his extensive knowledge of the geology, wildlife and
culture so you can participate fully in this adventure to the “sixth” continent.
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José SARICA
From an early age protecting nature has been a true vocation for José.
After studying marine biology and obtaining his doctorate, he trained in
zootherapy in Quebec where he has been teaching for the last five years.
His passion is marine mammals, and he has had many articles published in
international scientific journals. It’s the 6th time; he is part of the Compagnie
du Ponant cruises.
Sophie FAVROLT
After having been a land-based guide in a number of countries, she chose
to bring her talents to our cruises. An Art Historian and qualified tour guide,
Sophie developed an interest in the Vikings and this led her to the Far
North - Norway, Iceland and Greenland - as well as to the countries
of the Baltic Sea. For the last four years, her appreciation of extreme
destinations has led her to accompany our cruises to the Antarctic region.
Her communicative passion for Art History and the great civilisations has
made her popular with our very discerning passengers.
Samuel BLANC
Having spent 15 months in Antarctica on a French base, it was only natural
that Samuel should become a speaker and guide for the Polar Regions. He
is involved with a number of nature protection organisations, and is studying
ecology and management of natural areas. One of his goals is to increase
awareness among passengers on respecting and protecting the environment.
“5h15, L’AUSTRAL enters the Neumayer Channel. The first rays of the sun
are just creeping over the mountain summits and the sea is a giant mirror in
which the mountains are reflected. An unforgettable atmosphere!”
Raphaël SANÉ
Another one who is passionate about nature, Raphaël graduated in
hydrobiology. Having worked for various naturalist associations and taken
part in several expeditions, he is now a guide and speaker on our ships.
An advocate of safeguarding our environment, he will be available to share
his expertise and knowledge. “I will never forget my encounter with a truly
gigantic tabletop iceberg, so huge that it took two hours for Le BORéAL to
sail around it!”
* List not complete. Subject to availability.
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YOUR
ACTIVITIES

ON BOARD CONFERENCES

TRIPS IN A Zodiac® DINGHY

“...It was a decisive meeting with Commandant Robert Falcon Scott
that led Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton to organise his first polar
expedition and set off to conquer Antarctica...” This is how one of the on
board conferences could start, led by one of our Lecturer-Naturalists and
entitled “Shackleton, the last hero?”.

The Polar Regions have always captivated man’s
imagination. A strange voyage to the heart of a
world made of ice and water where days seem
to stretch into infinity and never want to end.
And during the cruise, in order to get as close as
possible to the distant Antarctic lands, we regularly
offer trips for small groups in Zodiac® dinghies,
in total safety. Warmly dressed in red, with your
lifejacket on, head off to discover the secret and
rich Antarctic wildlife. The pilots and naturalistguides will lead you through the ice floes, these
floating blue-tinged giants, the favoured spots of
colonies of penguins basking on the shore.

Each morning, the cultural events of the day are listed in your Log
Book. A day at sea could be the occasion to head to the theatre on
Bridge 4, and meet with Sophie Favrolt who will share her passion
and experience of the Polar Regions with you. Each Lecturer, each
Naturalist-Guide will bring a cultural, historical or geological dimension
to your experience, according to their speciality. When they join the
cruise, they each bring their talent and knowledge and a desire to
share it.
To further the pleasure, these meetings sometimes continue over dinner,
where they will tell you more about their experiences, share their
knowledge and answer your questions.

ANTARCTICA IN PICTURES
Come and find out about this destination on our website www.ponantpoles.com
The Antarctica film by
COMPAGNIE DU PONANT,
gives you a preview of your cruise.
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Each sea trip can be different, so take a seat
aboard the Zodiac® and revel in the pleasures of
a moment of authenticity, as close as it is possible
to get to Nature and to these sensations. You may
be surprised by a Leopard Seal coming to play in
the waves created by the propeller on your craft.
This will be one of those dreamed-of opportunities
to capture a moment that is beyond compare.
Take binoculars and cameras with you during your
explorations and let the first pages of your souvenir
album take shape.

YOUR ENCOUNTERS
Visiting the Antarctic means exploring the largest, wildest
and most extreme of all the continents; it means discovering
a land dominated by white, this mysterious stretch of ice with
its seemingly infinite nuances of colors. At the gateway to
this final frontier, surrounded by the vast expanse of sea ice,
you will be given the opportunity to get as close as possible
to the most unspoiled nature, made up of millions of animals
living in vast colonies.
During the month of the Austral summer, this icy hugeness
experiences a true renaissance. In the footsteps of JeanBaptiste Charcot, you will be plunged into this very unique
white world, the natural amphitheatre of an incredible scale
of activity, offering visitors an unforgettable symphony of
noises and smells. A true nature reserve, all the wildlife of
the Far South is waiting for you, the traveller. In this imposing
scenery of tabletop icebergs, you will set off to meet peaceful
penguins, the emblem of these icy regions and will journey
through their colonies with their constant movement to and
from the sea. And during your trip, you may encounter
one of the majestic humpback whales whose huge and
powerful blue tail fins pound the surface of the water.
In this grandiose universe where the ice reigns supreme,
there is still room to feed your dreams – certain journeys
can’t be described, you simply have to experience them.

YOUR WALKING TRIPS
Although at first glance, the Antarctic Peninsula
appears like a vast, white, frozen expanse, there are
some areas where we can walk in the footsteps of
great explorers, and in doing so travel through time,
during delightful excursions led by our experienced
Naturalist Guides. When L’Austral approaches
Deception Island, a strange and captivating landscape
appears before you.
This island is a former volcano whose crater collapsed
to form a caldera, a vast basin surrounded by the sea
and today edged with a black sandy beach. Your first
steps on the shore will take you to the heart of this
former Norwegian whaling station, at the foot of huge
peaks swathed in mist. Whether you are a serious
walker or just like to stroll, join us on a walk along
the flank of a dormant volcano to reach Neptune’s
Window, a large breach carved in the wall of the
caldera.
Further to the north in Fortuna Bay, in the South Georgia
islands, it is the Shackleton Walk that will open the
doors to the land of the majestic King Penguins, clad
in their black and yellow robes.
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AntaRCTIc
wildlife
THIS PEARLY WHITE LAND IS HOME TO A NUMBER OF ANIMAL SPECIES INCLUDING SEA
BIRDS, FUR SEALS, KING PENGUINS AND THEIR COUSINS, THE ADELIE AND GENTOO
PENGUINS. EXPERIENCE THIS UNSPOILED, FASCINATING NATURE.

PENGUINS

THE KING PENGUIN

THE GENTOO PENGUIN

THE CHINSTRAP PENGUIN

You will have the immense privilege of
observing majestic King Penguins in
South Georgia. These placid animals
have a hard life, just like that of their
close cousins, made famous in the film
“March of the Penguins”. They are
only to be found on this sub-Antarctic
island and are exceptional swimmers,
thanks to the streamlined shape of their
bodies, some 90 cm in length. They
are easily recognisable for their bright
yellow head and neck and their grey
dorsal feathers. They live in colonies
that can number many thousands of
birds, walking upright or sliding along
the ice on their bellies.

This species of penguin is smaller than
its cousins, standing just 80 centimetres
tall. Its coat is black and white, and
it stands out for its red-orange beak
and feet. White triangles highlight its
mischievous eyes. A speedy mover, it
can travel at 35 km/h when it dives
on the edge of the ice floe. Gentoo
Penguins prefer to travel in smaller
colonies of a few hundred animals. It
is by far the shyest of all the penguin
cousins. It is not aggressive so is often
the prey of its natural predator, the
Skua.

Renowned for its boldness and agility,
of average size, this species is easily
recognisable for the fine band of
black feathers around its throat. It is
very elegant with its black beak and
pink feet. A sociable animal, it often
shares its land with other colonies
of Gentoo or Adélie Penguins. Their
nests are made of small stones,
forming protective basins. The parents
place their babies in the “crèche” until
they have acquired their adult coat
that protects them from the water. The
largest Chinstrap Penguin colonies
are to be found on Low Island and
Deception Island in the South Shetland
Islands.

CETACEANS
THE HUMPBACK WHALE
The most impressive mammal of the marine world, the humpback whale can reach
19 metres in length and weigh 65 tons. Easily recognisable for the many bumps or
tubercles on its head, the humpback whale is a playful acrobat, who enjoys showing
off his diving skills and landing with a huge splash. A friendly and very inquisitive
animal, it will willingly come to meet you, swimming close to your vessel. It is a very
expressive animal who is renowned for its long plaintive and melodious songs, which
it uses to communicate.
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THE FIN WHALE
The Fin Whale is a frequent visitor to the waters of the Antarctic Peninsula and is easily
identifiable by its dorsal fin which is visible at the surface of the water. You will easily
recognise it for its asymmetric markings, which are rare in animals: its body is a grey
blue colour with a white underbelly, whilst its head is paler on the right side and very
dark on the left. Fin Whales are smaller than Blue whales but can reach 20 metres in
length and weigh nearly 50 tons. They rarely jump out of the water and the spout they
blow can rise some 6 metres in the air.

SEALS
THE WEDDELL SEAL
This furry seal is a record breaker, able to remain submerged for more than an hour
and dive to a depth of some 600m. An endangered species in the 19th century, it is a
protected species today. Its pelage is dark grey and it has a spotted belly. To maintain
its access to the sea and be able to fish, the Weddell Seal has special teeth allowing
it to make a hole in the thick ice. A peaceful animal that sleeps very deeply, it spends
part of the day in the water looking for food and takes lengthy rests on the coastal ice.

THE ELEPHANT SEAL
This is certainly the most impressive member of the seal family. You cannot miss its
colossal silhouette and its nose in the form of a small trunk, which acts like a sound
box, allowing it to communicate on land. With its large round, black eyes it can
adapt to all degrees of luminosity, including the depths of the ocean. The largest
specimens can measure up to 6 metres and weigh 4 tons. In the summer its pelage is
a dark brown but after it has moulted in autumn, it becomes a silvery grey.

BIRDS
THE BLACK–BROWED ALBATROSS
This elegant bird of the polar seas, whose wingspan can reach some 3 metres, has
white feathers and a scattering of black on its wings. It beak and feet are pink and
its eyes seem to have been drawn in charcoal. Albatross can live for up to sixty years
and reproduce very rarely. They enjoy soaring on air currents, making deep dives to
the surface of the ocean, and performing impressive u-turns as they skim the waves.
We often see them in the wake of ships: they will become your favourite travelling
companion.

THE SNOW PETREL
The small Snow Petrel is easy to identify with its immaculate plumage, black beak and
fine, dark grey feet. It is a very sociable bird and certain species form huge colonies
during the reproductive season. It is discreet and nests under fallen rocks. When it
hunts for food, the Snow Petrel flutters over the surface of the water, looking for small
squid and shellfish.
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RESPECTING
THE ENVIRONMENT
A carefully-chosen selection of itineraries, coatings that keep air and water pollution to a

minimum, crew and passengers made fully aware of the issues: everything is done on land
and at sea to reduce our environmental footprint. From the moment our ships are designed,
the rules and regulations relating to the preservation of the environment are taken into account.
In Antarctica we never let more than 200 passengers go ashore, as the regulations require.
Our commitment and our recent innovations have earned L’Austral and Le Boréal the
international “Cleanship“ label. A member of the Charte Bleue d’Armateurs de France (Blue
Charter of French Shipowners), La Compagnie du Ponant is also a member of IAATO, the
International Association of Antarctic Tour Operators. It undertakes to adopt responsible
behaviour towards the environment, respecting the ecosystem.
LE Boréal and Le Soléal are carrying on this tradition with their ”green” fittings including:
• A state-of-the-art navigational positioning system that means there is no need to drop anchor,
protecting the sea bed.
• A quiet and economical electric propulsion system,
• Diesel engines fuelled by Marine Diesel Oil (MDO) which is significantly less polluting,
• Lower smoke emissions,
• On board wastewater and refuse processing, so that nothing is discharged into the sea,
• An optical and submarine detection system to avoid collisions with cetaceans, both day
and night,
• Lighting using low-energy light bulbs.

”Nature puts on many beautiful shows. La Compagnie du Ponant promises
to respect Nature and give you front-row seats to witness them.“
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FIVE-STAR
EXPEDITIONS
LA COMPAGNIE DU PONANT PROMISES YOU A RARE
AND PRIVILEGED OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE ALL THE
INTENSITY OF AN EXPEDITION IN FIVE-STAR COMFORT

THE DREAM OF ADVENTURE
Do the tales of Jean-Baptiste Charcot and Jean-Louis Etienne
make you want to set out on an adventure? Then hesitate no longer,
come aboard one of our ships, Le Boréal or L’Austral, and sail to
the outer limits of the South Pole to discover the Antarctic Peninsula
and the mysterious White Continent. Excursions in Zodiac® inflatables
will allow to you to get as close as possible to the natural grace of this
“sixth continent” and see wildlife that is as varied as it is exceptional. A
team of expert Naturalists and Lecturers, themselves committed naturelovers, will accompany you and share their knowledge, experience
and passion for their subject.
And to take your adventure even further, access to the bridge will be
possible on all our ships. You will always be welcome here.
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REFINED ADVENTURE
Whichever cruise you choose, you will always find the same exceptional conditions
of comfort, service and elegance that have forged the reputation of our Company.
Designed and built for polar destinations, Le Boréal and Le Soléal have
earned Class Comfort 1 certification, which allows them to navigate in the most
extreme areas in total safety, whilst at the same time offering a five-star service
and environment. Ships on an intimate, human scale, refined decoration, attentive
service, fine foods and wine: A certain idea of luxury, a way of experiencing
cruising... differently.

Extract from a passenger’s diary Marc P. January 2012 aboard L’AUSTRAL
“We gathered in the Grand Salon Ispahan around the team of naturalists who were
going to lead us to the mythical White Continent. Each passenger was feverishly
busy, checking equipment and making sure camera, video camera and binoculars
were ready. Like real explorers, dressed in our red parkas, we headed for our
Zodiac®. It’s time; we’re off, boarding in small groups. We sailed to meet our first
icebergs and fell immediately under the charm of these blue-tinged giants. On
the shore, the Weddell Seals were lazily allowing us to watch them, alongside a
colony of Gentoo penguins that includes both adults and fledglings learning to live
independently.”
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Antarctica,

Land of sciences, Land of Peace
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T

he story of Antarctica is one of a unique land. By belonging to no-one, it belongs to
the entire world.
The existence of an Antarctic continent, the symmetrical opposite of the Arctic, was
mentioned by ARISTOLTE in ancient times. The idea was then dismissed until Ferdinand
de MAGELLAN sailed around the south of the Americas in 1520 and saw the icy
southern lands. This led geographers to imagine a continent known as ”Terra Australis”
which would extend from the Tierra del Fuego to Australia.

Although James COOK was the first sailor to cross
the Antarctic Circle in 1773, the geographical
isolation and extreme climate meant that for many
years there were no other attempts to explore this
immaculate land.
It was only in 1911 that the Norwegian explorer,
Roald AMUNDSEN, managed to reach the
South Pole, requiring superhuman effort to do
so. Subsequently, expeditions like those of JeanBaptiste CHARCOT, Adrien de GERLACHE and
Paul-Emile VICTOR allowed us to learn more
about this icy desert.

This vast expanse of ice sparks heroic vocations and many territorial aspirations, and
Man’s relationship with it is a strange blend of fascination, tragedy and the competitive
spirit. An object of desire, the Antarctic became a political object; possessing it would
allow States to reconfirm their sovereignty. A number of countries strived to exercise their
rights over the land.
At the end of the 1950s, 12 countries chose the path of scientific cooperation; the
Antarctic Treaty was signed during the Washington Conference and Antarctica acquired
a unique status: military activities were banned there as was the extraction of mineral
resources other than for scientific purposes. Today, just 4 000 researchers, from all
around the world, reside on this huge continent in their research stations. Considered
to be a nature reserve, the White Continent is also protected by a Convention on the
Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources, and by a variety of international
agreements on the protection of biodiversity.

Just a few thousand visitors each year have the privilege of visiting
the most mysterious of continents. Thanks to its state-of-the-art cruise
ships, leaving from Ushuaia to sail towards the Antarctic Peninsula,
South Georgia and the Falkland Islands, La Compagnie du Ponant
offers you the unique opportunity of experiencing a cruise with a
distinct flavour of expedition and adventure.
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antarctica
Your cruises
november
20th nov 2013

L’austral

Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

22nd nov 2013

Le Boréal Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

30th nov 2013

L’austral

Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

02nd dEc 2013

Le Boréal Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

10th dEc 2013

L’austral

Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

20th dEc 2013

L’austral

Ushuaia / Ushuaia

15 nights

ANTARCTICA & SOUTH GEORGIA

p. 27

04th JAN 2014

L’austral

Ushuaia / Ushuaia

15 nights

ANTARCTICA & SOUTH GEORGIA

p. 27

19th JAN 2014

L’austral

Ushuaia / Ushuaia

15 nights

ANTARCTICA & SOUTH GEORGIA

p. 27

21st JAN 2014

Le Boréal Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

31st JAN 2014

Le Boréal Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

10th FeB 2014

Le Boréal Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

12th FeB 2014

L’Austral

Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

20th FeB 2014

Le Boréal Ushuaia / Ushuaia

10 nights

THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

p. 25

22nd FeB 2014

L’Austral

december

january

february
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Ushuaia / Montevideo 15 nights

ANTARCTICA & FALKLAND ISLANDS p. 31

page 28
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THE ANTARCTIC
PENINSULA
& SOUTH GEORGIA

Antarctica: promise of an exceptional journey, the discovery of a truly unspoiled universe.

The mythical “white continent”, which lay for a long time like a ghost of the map of the world,
casts real fascination over us.

To reach the “sixth continent” aboard Le Boréal or L’Austral, you will sail through the
famous Drake Passage and reach the Polar Front, marking the meeting of the Atlantic, Pacific
and Indian Oceans. The magic continues as you arrive in Neko Bay, discovered by the Belgian
explorer, Adrien de Gerlache. Even further south, nestled at the heart of a polar landscape,
high cliffs appear, signalling the entrance to the spectacular Lemaire Channel. Further on, the
ancient whaling station of Deception Island will reveal its colony of Chinstrap Penguins.

S

ailing on the L’AUSTRAL, gives you the possibility of seeing not only the Antarctic Peninsula
but also South Georgia, a sub-Antarctic region formed by an underwater mountain chain
that extends the Andes to the Antarctic Peninsula. All the wildlife of the Far South can be
found there. You will go ashore at the splendid sites of Gold Harbour or Fortuna Bay, walking
amongst the penguins, and will be able to approach the elephant seals basking in the weak
southern sun. But the highlight will come at Salisbury Plain which is home to more than
250 000 King Penguins with their orange-yellow crowns.
The Austral sails through waters that are sometimes frozen, and is often escorted by killer whales,
humpback whales and other cetaceans - a unique sight creating quite unique sensations!

Neko Bay

Φ = 64° 50’ S
G = 062° 30’ W

“There is no place in Polar life for make-up
or subterfuge. We show ourselves aswe really
are: the person who lies in your deepest
being, that you didn’t even know existed”
Paul-Emile VICTOR
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antarctic

on board l’austral & le BORéAL

cruises

november 2013 to february 2014
From 3 995 € (flights included)
See price list page 46

USHUAiA
Considered to be the southernmost city in the world, Ushuaia is the
capital of Tierra del Fuego, lying at the very tip of Argentina looking out
over the Beagle Channel. This surprising little town of 45 000 people
is surrounded by mountains and fertile plains. The first populations of
this land were nomadic hunter-gatherers, who arrived on foot on Isla
Grande more than 10 000 years ago.
Nature lovers will be enchanted by the Tierra del Fuego National Park
with its remarkable plant and wildlife, including beavers, albatross,
guanacos and penguins. Here, forests cover the lower slopes of the
Andean mountains which are crowned with snow-capped peaks - a
unique and unforgettable sight.

NEKO BAY
Deep in Andvord Bay, we find this little corner of paradise at the foot
of an immense glacier. Neko Bay is without doubt one of the most
beautiful sights of the Antarctic Peninsula. It was discovered by the
Belgian explorer Adrien de Gerlache during his 1897-99 Antarctic
expedition. Mountains, snow, ice and unspoiled nature combine to
offer a unique landscape. Wildlife is as abundant as it is exceptional:
sea birds such as gulls, Cape Petrels and Cormorants, as well as
marine mammals like seals, orcas and whales. Excursions aboard our
Zodiac® dinghies allow you to sail close to blue-tinged icebergs or
disembark near colonies of penguins, observe leopard seals basking
on the shore or watch the Antarctic Terns flying overhead.

DECEPTION ISLAND
Nestled at the heart of the South Shetland Islands, in the north of
the Antarctic Peninsula, Deception Island is easy to recognise for
its horseshoe shape. This island was once an active volcano whose
crater collapsed some 10 000 years ago. This produced a caldera
which was then flooded by the sea creating a natural port. Entrance
to the port is via a narrow channel called Neptune’s Bellows. For a
long time this was an important whaling port and the intensity of this
activity has left traces that have withstood time.
On the black sand of the volcanic beaches, there are remains of
abandoned huts that have been overrun by the extraordinary
wildlife, part of the treasure that Nature offers us there. It is on these
beaches of ash that the largest colony of Chinstrap Penguins in the
Antarctic Peninsula has taken up residence. Excursions aboard our
Zodiac® dinghies will allow you to set foot on this expanse of land
where more than 100 000 pairs of penguins.
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L’AUSTRAL : 20th & 30rd NOV,
10th DEC 2013, 12th FEB 2014
11 Days / 10 Nights

IFT

A famous stretch of sea connecting the east and west of the Antarctic
Peninsula, this strait is the junction between the Bransfield Strait and
the Weddell Sea. It is certainly one of the most spectacular sights
of the mythical White Continent and where most of the majestic
tabletop icebergs that calve from the ice floe tend to float. At
the heart of this icy landscape, the polar light creates multiple
reflections, humpback whales live under the water’s surface and
the broken up ice shelf floats freely, taking with it the Fur Seals
basking in the sun.

ushuaia • ushuaia
PA

ANTARCTIC SOUND

argentina
Ushuaia

Drake Passage

Deception Island

Weddell Sea

Port Lockroy

Neko / Paradise Bay
Pleneau Island

ITINERARY

D1

Ushuaia (Argentina)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

D 2,3

At Sea - Drake Passage

D4

Neko - Paradise Bay (Antarctica)

D5

Pleneau Island - Port Charcot (Antarctica)

D6

Port Lockroy (Antarctica)

D7

Deception Island (Antarctica)

D8

Weddell Sea (Antarctica)

D 9,10

At Sea - Drake Passage

D 11

Ushuaia (Argentina)
Disembarkation

NATU

LE BORÉAL : 22nd NOV, 02nd DEC 2013,
21st & 31st JAN 2014, 10th & 20th FEB 2014
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11 Days / 10 Nights
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“The Antarctic has the attraction of those inaccessible things that
inspire Man to passion. No-one comes back from a long trip to
the white continent unchanged. In this world without landmarks,
where the only colours are white and blue, with no other sound
than the wind, the only solution for the visitor is to learn selfcontrol. When you have managed to forget that it is cold, that the
silence is infinite, when you have freed yourself from the agitation
of the world, you feel the happiness of harmony swelling inside,
this pleasant sensation of calmly realising that you feel good and
you are where you dreamt of being.”

N
IO
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QUOTE FROM JEAN-LOUIS ETIENNE

PA

DAY

SOFT

ANTARCTIca

argentina
Ushuaia

Drake Passage

Deception Island

Jean-Louis Etienne

Weddell Sea

Port Lockroy

Neko / Paradise Bay
Pleneau Island

ANTARCTIca
DAY

ITINERARY

D1

Ushuaia (Argentina)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

D 2,3

At Sea - Drake Passage

D4

Neko - Paradise Bay (Antarctica)

D5

Pleneau Island - Port Charcot (Antarctica)

D6

Port Lockroy (Antarctica)

D7

Deception Island (Antarctica)

D8

Weddell Sea (Antarctica)

D 9,10

At Sea - Drake Passage

D 11

Ushuaia (Argentina)
Disembarkation
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south georgia
cruises

on board l’austral
20th december 2013, 04th & 19th january 2014
From 5 995 € (flights included)
See price list page 46

SALISBURY PLAIN - SOUTH GEORGIA
South Georgia is an unmissable destination within Antarctica. This
sub-Antarctic region is a peak emerging from the Scotia Arc, an
underwater mountain chain that extends the Andes to the Antarctic
Peninsula. Salisbury Plain will be the arena for the most memorable
and the most authentic display of Nature. Formed by the withdrawal
of the Grace Glacier, high mountains dominate time and space; the
blue-tinged landscape demonstrates all the strength and beauty of the
unspoiled nature all around. At the heart of this haven of peace, on the
beaches of the bay, a colony of 250 000 King Penguins has taken
residence. In the midst of all these orange-headed couples, Fur Seals
try to beat a path to feed with their young. Under the weak southern sun
that lights this glacial plain, clouds of birds fly on the wind, enchanting
the traveller.

LEMAIRE CHANNEL
The Lemaire Channel is a narrow passageway between the high cliffs
of Booth Island and Cape Cloos, plunging straight into the sea. It
was discovered by the German explore Eduard Dallman in 1873
and then mapped and crossed by the Belgian explorer Adrien de
Gerlache in 1898 who gave it the name of his partner, Charles
Lemaire. It is 11km long and 1,6km wide and is a spectacular site,
considered to be one of the most beautiful channels in this part of the
world, the Polar Regions with their mist-shrouded light. It is sublime and
imposing, delicate and formidable, welcoming and inhospitable. At
the Northern tip of the channel are two rounded peaks, often topped
with snow, that are a delight for amateur photographers.

LOG BOOK EXTRACT - BORÉAL December 2011
“We leave Cuverville Island which gently disappears from the horizon,
leaving behind us the brown feathered Skuas keeping a beady eye on the
penguin colonies: Adélie and Gentoo Penguins welcome you and watch your
movements closely. Then we headed north via the Gerlache Strait to reach
Deception Island where you can disembark in the middle of the largest colony of
Chinstrap Penguins in the Antarctic Peninsula. Sailing on the Weddell Sea: you
will experience the white silence, an extraordinary, enchanting atmosphere of
peerless serenity. Here the sheets of ice that regularly collapse into the sea form
the immense icebergs, whose many different shapes are caused by the erosion
of the wind and the water. The last port of call on the continent is at Brown Bluff
in the north of the Peninsula, in the Antarctic Sound. At the foot of an imposing
cliff, some 745m high, you will discover some Gentoo Penguins and a colony
of 20 000 Adélie Penguins.»
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L’AUSTRAL : 20th DeC 2013,
04th & 19th JAN 2014
16 days / 15 nights

N
IO

“For our second day in South Georgia, our on-shore program
was packed. Around 8am, in the brilliant morning sunshine, we
headed in the Zodiac® dinghies to a silent place: Gold Harbour
Island. Everything you would expect to see is present at this site:
The magical landscape of a majestic blue-tinged glacier, sat on
a rocky base of an intense grey, waterfalls sparkling in the sun,
pouring down but not always reaching the ground depending on
the wind. The beach here is made of volcanic black sand, heading
out towards a milky blue sea. What is there to say about the
wildlife that swarms over this beach to the rhythm of the sun? The
dark forms of Fur Seals and Elephant Seals are like tiny nuggets
and the colonies of King Penguins like an unreal coating all around
them“.

ushuaia • ushuaia
IFT

GOLD HARBOUR
IN THE WORDS OF A PASSENGER - January 2012

Falkland
islands
Salisbury Plain

Grytviken
Gold Harbour

South Shetland south georgia
Islands
Weddell Sea

Deception Island
DAY

ITINERARY

D1

Ushuaia (Argentina)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

D2

At Sea

D3

New Island - Grave Cove (Falkland Islands)

D 4,5

At Sea

D6

Salisbury Plain - Fortuna Bay (South Georgia)

D7

Grytviken - St Andrews Bay (South Georgia)

D8

Gold Harbour (South Georgia)

D 9,10

At Sea

D 11

Weddell Sea (Antarctica)

D 12

Antarctic Strait
Deception Island - Half Moon Island (Antarctica)

D 13

South Shetland Islands (Antarctica)

D 14,15

At Sea - Drake Passage

D 16

Ushuaia (Argentina)
Disembarkation

GRYTVIKEN - EXTRACT FROM A CONFERENCE
given by Sophie FAVROLT - Naturalist Historian
The conference is entitled “Shackleton, the last Hero?”
“After Roald Amundsen conquered the South Pole in 1912, Sir
Ernest Shackleton turned his attention to what he considered
to be the last great challenge in Antarctica: The crossing of the
continent from the Weddell Sea to the Ross Sea via the Pole.
To achieve this he organised the Endurance expedition. This
expedition was dogged with bad luck and his ship, Endurance,
was a prisoner of the ice for many months and was slowly
crushed, obliging the crew to disembark. A series of adventures
followed that would cement Shackleton’s myth.
During her conference, Sophie will tell you all about this amazing
exploit that succeeded in saving a large part of the crew of
Endurance. During a shore visit to Grytviken, a former Norwegian
whaling station, passengers will have the opportunity to follow in
the footsteps of this great explorer and visit the tiny cemetery
where he was buried.

iCEBERGS
Made up of freshwater, unlike the ice floe, these ice
mountains travel on the sea like white sailing vessels
shrouded in the mist. The Antarctic produces the largest
icebergs in the world; their huge size has always
fascinated the greatest explorers and continues to
enchant all the visitors to this icy region. Like Crystal
Cathedrals, in shades of turquoise, emerald, snow and
azure, they are the trademark of the polar landscape
and are home to an abundant wildlife. Some of them
have such surprising shapes, with curves, domes and
arches, that they appear to have been carved by
ice sculptors. Tabletop icebergs, the most imposing
specimens in the world, can be many kilometres in
length. They are subject to erosion by the waves and
are the guardians of the climatic history of our Planet...
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THE FALKLAND
ISLANDS
A

board L’Austral, you will discover a world that is enchanting and fascinating for
its strength and beauty. The ship will find its route through this sanctuary of ice, as the sea
spreads out its sparkling white armour and reveals the secrets of the Antarctic, where Nature
is fully in control. As the famous Drake Passage disappears from the horizon, you will be able
to see Neko or Paradise Bay and its former weather station, shrouded in the mist, encircled by
walls of ice and the nearby mountains. Further to the North, you will see the craggy coastline
of Wilhelmina Bay, named by the Belgian explorer Adrian de Gerlache in honour of his
Queen. Floating ice caps, mountains topped with majestic glaciers, Crabeater Seals lazily
stretched out on a block of sparkling ice - Nature offers you the most arresting sights here.

L’AUSTRAL then charts a course north, heading for the Falkland Islands. Conquered,

abandoned, recaptured and coveted, the Falkland Islands (Las Malvinas) had a romantic
history until the war of 1982. This remote archipelago, near the tip of the South American
continent is home to beauty that is unique in the world. The relief of these islands was carved
over the centuries by the harsh and very windy climate. Yet, the Falkland Islands are home to a
fantastic range of wildlife, the last sanctuary of the elegant albatross soaring graciously against
the blue sky, with colonies of elephant sanctuaries basking at the foot of vertiginous cliffs.

“What poet would be able to declaim the
splendour of this polar world?
What language could evoke its magic?
We are captivated by the charm of this sight
that defieshe imagination and that
Port Stanley my pen is incapable of describing.”
Φ = 51° 42’ S
Adrien de Gerlache - Explorer
G = 057° 51’ W
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the falkland
islands
cruises

on board l’austral
22th february 2014
From 4 375 € (flights included)
See price list page 46

DRAKE PASSAGE
If there is one place, one sea, one passage that visitors, scientists
and other sailors in the Antarctic fear, it is Drake Passage. Seasoned
travellers will tell you that a visit to the White Continent has to be
earned. Located exactly between the southern tip of South America and
the Antarctic Peninsula, Drake Passage extends over 800 kilometres
from Cape Horn to Livingston Island.
Extract from the diary of a Naturalist-Guide, January 2012: “The sea
is calm and the weather fine, so it’s the ideal morning for watching sea
birds from the bridge and on deck 6 of Le Boréal. Particularly as we
are very lucky: two young Giant Albatross have been spending many
hours using the wind around our ship. These are the greatest gliders in
the world and you could watch them for hours playing with the wind
without beating their wings.”

WEDDELL SEA
A lengthy sail in the Weddell Sea will allow you to experience true
silence, an extraordinary and enchanting atmosphere, unrivalled
calm... You will discover a secret reserve of preserved treasure: Fur
Seals, penguin colonies, Wandering Albatross and other giant Petrels.
Here the huge icebergs and the endless ice cap sculpt a landscape
beyond compare. The lord of the manor is known as the Weddell
Seal. It is a record breaker, able to remain submerged for more than
an hour. Its pelage is dark grey and it has a spotted belly. To maintain
its access to the sea and be able to fish, the Weddell Seal has special
teeth allowing it to make a hole in the thick ice.

THE FALKLAND ISLANDS
Not far from Cape Horn, located to the south east of South America,
the Falkland Islands, which are renowned for their wildness, were
discovered by a Spanish expedition at the beginning of the 16th
century. More than two hundred years later, sailors from SaintMalo, known as Malouins, occupied the island and gave it the
name used until the British conquered these lands at the edge of the
world in 1833. Scattered with tufts of grass, surrounded by a grey
and often wild sea, the Islands are a small country of moors and
rugged coastlines carved by the South Atlantic, where the wildlife
and plant life form a link between Patagonia and Antarctica. Take
the time to observe and photograph the abundant wildlife of these
wild and very attractive islands.
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L’AUSTRAL : 22nd february 2014
16 days / 15 nights

PA

ushuaia • montevideo

montevideo
Port Stanley
uruguay
Saunders
falkland islands
Argentina
Atlantic Ocean

Ushuaia

Drake Passage

south Shetland islands
Lemaire
Channel

PORT LOCKROY
On the small island of Goudier, you will have the opportunity to
visit Port Lockroy, discovered by the French explorer Jean-Baptiste
Charcot in 1903. Initially it served as a relief and repair base
for whalers, but in 1944 Port Lockroy became a British base. It
owes its name to Edouard Lockroy, a French politician and the
partner of Jean-Baptiste Charcot during his expedition. You will
be able to visit the small museum that retraces the life of the base
in the 1950s. Since 1996, it has been open to the public during
the short Southern Summer and is used for carrying out research on
Gentoo Penguins. Nowadays, this base is the most visited site of
the White Continent and, thanks to its little store and post office, it
is the only place to offer you the opportunity to write to your friends
and family and share this unique moment.

Deception Island

Wilhelmina
Port Lockroy

Weddell Sea

Neko / Paradise Bay

DAY

ITINERARY

D1

Ushuaia (Argentina)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

D 2,3

At Sea - Drake Passage

D4

Neko - Paradise Bay (Antarctica)

D5

Port Charcot - Port Lockroy (Antarctica)

D6

Whilhelmina - Enterprise (Antarctica)

D7

Deception Island (Antarctica)

D8

Weddell Sea

D9

Sailing towards South Shetland Islands

D 10

At Sea - Drake Passage

D 11

Port Stanley - Volunteer Point (Falkland Islands)

D 12

Saunders - Grave Cove (Falkland Islands)

D 13,14,15 At Sea
D 16

MONTEVIDEO
L’Austral will leave the world of ice and chart a course north to
Uruguay. Long beaches, sea lion colonies, vineyards, ranches
and bars, a frenetic carnival - the UNESCO World Heritage Site
of Uruguay never ceases to amaze. You will finish your journey at
Montevideo, the capital, a pleasant seaside resort of colonial charm
on the banks of the River Plate. Founded by the Spanish in 1726, it is
the youngest of the South American capitals and boasts a charming
historic district with Spanish, Italian and Art Deco influences. In the
picturesque streets of Ciudadela, you can discover the ruins of the
city walls.

Montevideo (Uruguay)
Disembarkation

“As I look out to sea, the sun is slowly setting, the
gentle blues of the icebergs are becoming harsher,
soon the dark blue of the crevasses and cracks
is all that remains, then gradually, with exquisite
gentleness, a pink hue washes over everything and
it is so beautiful that I wonder if I’m dreaming and I
want to dream forever. It looks like the ruins of a
huge and magnificent city made of the purest marble,
dominated by an infinite number of amphitheatres
and temples built by powerful and divine architects.”
Jean-Baptiste Charcot, “A Frenchman at the South Pole”
antARCTICa COLLECTION by
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FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND

Air package (flights, pre cruise tour & transfers) included in the price, pages 46 & 47.

Compagnie du Ponant has chosen to charter planes on LAN AIRLINES (national airline) for your
Buenos Aires / Ushuaia / Buenos Aires flights, which offer the following benefits:
•
•
•
•

Direct non-stop Buenos Aires / Ushuaia and Ushuaia / Buenos Aires flights
All your luggage is taken on the same flight, guaranteeing that it arrives when you do
If there is a delay due to the weather or other reason, our ship will wait for you
Easy connections with main international airlines to Europe and USA as the Ushuaia to Buenos Aires flight arrives at the
international airport: Pistarini Airport (EZE).

When you make your booking you can opt for:
•

A transfer to Ushuaia port to board your ship immediately and have access to the main lounge (your stateroom or suite will be
ready for you anytime after 5pm). You will have lunch onboard and be at leisure to explore Ushuaia on your own in the afternoon.

OR
•

An excursion leaving from Ushuaia airport to discover the Tierra del Fuego National Park. This includes a typical Argentine
lunch. The excursion ends at the port in time for boarding.

FOR ALL USHUAIA - USHUAIA CRUISES
This program includes(1) :
Buenos Aires / Ushuaia / Buenos Aires on chartered flights economy class
• Luggage transfer
•	Excursion to Tierra del Fuego National Park including lunch, OR early boarding
of the ship with lunch onboard.
•	The services of an English-speaking guide
•	Pier/airport transfer on disembarkation day
•

(1) Package valid subject to availability. See General and Specific Conditions on pages 49-51.

FOR THE USHUAIA- MONTEVIDEO CRUISE - 22nd Feb 2014
This program includes (1) :
Buenos Aires / Ushuaia on chartered flight economy class
• Luggage transfer
•	Excursion to Tierra del Fuego National Park including lunch, OR early boarding
of the ship with lunch onboard.
•	The services of an English-speaking guide
•

(1) Package valid subject to availability. See General and Specific Conditions on pages 49-51.

32 | WInter Cruises 2013 - 2014

enhance your journey

with additional sailing before or after your cruise
Would you like to continue living the dream and cruise even further? La Compagnie du
Ponant offers you the possibility to take ongoing cruises on a number of itineraries. This
program, combined with the customised organisation of your trip, can also include booking
a hotel, a flight, a transfer or any other service you require.
Sailing on Le BORÉAL • Ushuaia - Ushuaia • on 22nd November 2013
Enjoy a cruise from Valparaiso to Ushuaia, leaving on 9th November 2013, and back in time to neatly tie-in with the departure
of your main cruise. This is a unique opportunity to discover the sumptuous Chilean fjords and many other not-to-be-missed sites.
It is also possible to organise a back-to-back cruise during the journey North after the Ushuaia - Ushuaia cruise on 20 February
2014. You could sail on Le Boréal and discover the Chilean fjords leaving Ushuaia for Valparaiso on 2 - 15 March 2014.
OM
ZO

CLOSE UP - THE CHILEAN FJORDS

VALPARAISO • USHUAIA
J1

Valparaiso (Chile)
Embarkation from 15.30 to 16.30

J2

At Sea

J3

Castro / Chiloe (Chile)

J4

Puerto Montt (Chile)

J5

At Sea

J6

Tortel (Chile)

J 7,8,9

Cruising in the heart of the Chilean Fjords

J 10

Puerto Natales (Chile)

J 11,12 Cruising in the heart of the Chilean Fjords
J 13

Cruising round Cape Horn* and in the
Beagle Channel (*weather permitting)
Ushuaia (Argentina)

J 14

Ushuaia (Argentina) Disembarkation

During beautiful days at sea, discover the
crucial passage at the extreme south of the
continent, known by sailors as the “Horn”.
The legendary cliff rises some 425m high
and commands the respect of even the
most hardened sailors. Here, LE BORéAL
slides carefully to the heart of the islands,
archipelagos and torturous fjords where
majestic glaciers seem to meet the ocean.
In this splendour of a sea scattered with
islands, the end of the world enchants us
with its beauty and vigorous nature but
above all for its icy, slow and unspoiled
glaciers. Here it is still possible to dream.

Sailing on L’AUSTRAL • Ushuaia - Montevideo • on 22nd February 2014
Continue your journey with a 100% Brazil back-to-back cruise leaving from Montevideo, on the 9 March 2014 - the MontevideoRecife cruise. Extend your escape to the warm tones of South America and discover Rio de Janeiro, amongst other destinations.
OM
ZO

MONTEVIDEO • RECIFE
J1

Montevideo (Uruguay)
Embarkation from 17.00 to 18.00

J2

At Sea

J3

Rio Grande (Brazil)

J4

At Sea

J5

Porto Belo (Brazil)

J6

At Sea

J7

Ilhabela (Brazil)

J8

Parati (Brazil)

J9

Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)

J 10
Rio de Janeiro (Brazil)
J 11,12 At Sea
J 13

Salvador (Brazil)

J 14

At Sea

J 15

Recife (Brazil) Disembarkation

CLOSE UP - RIO DE JANEIRO
Brazil is the largest country in Latin America
and has been astonishing and surprising
travellers for centuries. Nature takes its
excesses to extremes in Rio de Janeiro. At
the heart of this land of contrasts, let the
Samba beat transport you and admire the
grandiose landscape. The photogenic,
renowned Sugarloaf mountain stands like
a 395m high rocky sentinel and offers you
the great panoramas: the statue of Christ
the Redeemer, at the top of Corcovado,
looms benevolently over the Cariocas,
the inhabitants of Rio, and dominates the
narrow paved streets of one of the most
beautiful cities in the world.
antARCTICa COLLECTION by
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PRACTICAL
INFORMATION
FOR CRUISING
IN THE ANTARCTIC
ADVICE ON WHAT TO WEAR
• A waterproof parka which will be provided on board (available only for adults)
• Loose trousers: warm cotton tracksuit bottoms and “thermolactylTM” polo neck jumpers
• Thick waterproof and windproof over-trousers
• Light trousers plus waterproof over-trousers can be replaced by flexible waterproof

ski pants. Having a comfortable but waterproof pair of trousers is essential
Pullover, sweat-shirt or fleece
Underwear: long johns and long-sleeved vests or tops in silk or a light synthetic
material, plus silk or light cotton and wool mix knee-length socks
• Fleecy scarf and hat covering the ears (avoid scarves that do not stay in place)
• Waterproof gloves (silk gloves + waterproof gloves to wear over them)
• Sunglasses with a high UV protective index
• Waterproof and anti-slip rubber boots (see below our boots hire recommendation)
•
•

RENT YOUR BOOTS
Boots are an essential item when you go ashore. Compagnie du Ponant has
selected Ship to Shore Traveler, an expedition equipment specialist which offers
a rental service for boots that are specially adapted for polar destinations.

BO

L
TA

WHY RENT YOUR BOOTS?
• It’s practical : Your boots are delivered free of charge to the ship,
the day you board
R
E
S
N
OT
• Travel light: Leaves more space and weight in your luggage for
other items
• Specialist’s warranty

For more information: www.shiptoshoretraveler.com/ponant
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IDEAL SEASON
During the southern summer (from November to February) the White
Continent comes alive. Wildlife dominates the scene where you can
watch colonies of thousands of penguins busy feeding and raising their
young. The birth of new life against a backdrop of orange sunsets,
softened by the transparency of drifting icebergs, is an experience not
to be missed. The Antarctic may be extreme, but it possesses a natural
grace which adventurers have always dreamed of exploring… Now
it’s your turn.

Temperature graph
Temperature °C
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2
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NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Falkland Islands

JANUARY

South Georgia

FEBRUARY

The Antarctic Peninsula

Time difference: GMT - 3h

“Where does the strange attraction of the polar regions lie, so powerful,
so gripping that on one’s return from them we forget all the weariness
of body and soul and dream only of going back? Here is the sanctuary
to end all sanctuaries, where nature reveals herself in all her formidable
power. The man who can penetrate this place feels his soul rising.”
Jean-Baptiste Charcot - the true “Gentleman of the Poles”
antARCTICa COLLECTION by
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le BoRéal,
& L’AUSTRAL
Each ship is fitted with 132 skilfully designed cabins and suites, all with a sea view.
Le Boréal and L’austral have the advantage of being able to get as close as
possible to the polar regions, and are perfectly in harmony with La Compagnie
du Ponant’s promise of offering all passengers attentive service and real contact
with the polar lands.
Built using high-quality materials, with discreet elegance and gently nuanced
shades, the exterior and interior lines of the ships are the embodiment of a revisited
nautical theme, right down to the last detail of their design. These are ships on a
human, intimate scale, perfectly adapted to this exceptional destination, designed
to allow all passengers to make the most of the breathtaking views of the polar
horizon. Aboard the ships, great food and wine take centre stage, paying tribute
to French culinary tradition in a setting that is worthy of the finest restaurants.

2 SISTERSHIPS – 2 ATMOSPHERES – 2 PERSONALITIES
LE BORÉAL (2010)
Calming colours, lifted by a touch of bright red.

L’AUSTRAL (2011)
Subtle and serene color scheme.
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Life aboard
An intimate and refined 5-star
atmosphere
Whichever cruise you choose, you will always find the same exceptional
conditions of comfort, service and elegance which have forged the reputation
of our Company.
From the minute you set foot on Le Boréal or L’AUSTRAL, you will appreciate
the authenticity of their own very specific atmospheres. A precious instant,
where you will have the impression of being aboard your own yacht.
Without question, your cruise will be unique thanks to the French Art de Vivre
aboard, of which the discrete but attentive service and excellent cuisine are
naturally key elements.
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Prestigious Butler Service:
Attentive but discreet service
Our Butler is exclusively dedicated to passengers travelling one of the suites on Deck 6,
and will offer you the privilege of a tailor-made and trouble-free cruise.
Attentive and discreet, your Butler will be your primary contact, providing personalised
daily service and meeting all your desires efficiently and discreetly.
Hesitate no longer, choose the comfort of an En Suite cruise on Bridge 6 and let your Butler
anticipate your requirements and desires, experiencing the ultimate in Ponant Service as
we sail to the most distant shores.

Wellbeing between Sky and Sea:
Your Spa & Fitness Centre
Because your cruise is unquestionably the ideal moment for taking care of yourself,
La Compagnie du Ponant has joined forces with two famous French beauty houses,
Carita™ and Sothys™ to offer you a range of expert, high quality treatments.
A haven of wellbeing in the midst of extreme lands.

Soothing massages, cocooning, expert, tailored beauty treatments, firming and lifting
treatments... unique moments of total relaxation.
The wellbeing centre also includes a fitness room with huge plate glass windows
opening onto the white expanse and a hair salon.

As these treatments are in great demand, we recommend you book them at the same
time as your cruise. For more information, please see our ”Beauty Spa Collection“
brochure available from www.ponant.com
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28 Deluxe Staterooms with private balcony 8 Superior Staterooms - Main Lounge Shop - Reception desk - Excursion desk
Medical center

4

35 Prestige Staterooms with private balcony Theater

5

37 Prestige Staterooms with private balcony
(with 22 Prestige Staterooms convertible into
11 Prestige suites) - Fitness - Beauty Corner
Sothys™: Balneo, Hammam, Massage,
Hairdresser, Relaxation room - Image & photo
corner - Bridge

Owner’s Suite (484 sq.ft. + 97 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 6
Prestige Suite (398 sq.ft. + 86 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 6 - 5
Deluxe Suite (290 sq.ft. + 54 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 6
Prestige Stateroom (200 sq.ft. + 43 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 4 - 5 - 6
Deluxe Stateroom (200 sq.ft. + 43 sq.ft. private balcony)
Deck 3
Superior Stateroom (226 sq.ft.)
Deck 3

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

6

Owner’s suite - 3 Deluxe Suites with private
balcony - 20 Prestige Staterooms with
private balcony (with 18 Prestige Staterooms
convertible into 9 Prestige suites) - Pool Grill Restaurant - Internet station - Library Panoramic lounge - Panoramic terrace

Length  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 466 ft
Beam  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59 ft
Draft .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15,3 ft
Cruising Speed .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16 knots
Ice class  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 C
Classification  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bureau Veritas
Flag  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . French
Guest Decks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
Guest capacity (double occupancy) up to 264 PAX
Normal Crew Size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 140
Fleet of expedition Zodiac®  .  .  .  . (Mark V HD)
Gross tonnage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10 944 UMS
Electric motors . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 x 2300 KW
Installed power .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 400 KW
Construction .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fincantieri-Ancona-Italy
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FORMALITIES
FOR ALL CRUISES
The information below is current but subject to change at any time without advance notice from government authorities. Please consult your
respective government agencies for visa and health information.
Passport valid for at least six (6) months beyond the completion of your trip. Passport must contain at least two completely clear, blank, unused
visa pages for each visa required, not including any amendment pages. Visa pages with stains or ink from other pages in the passport are not
usable. Guests who deviate from the scheduled embarkation or disembarkation port should research the foreign entry requirements for the port
country. Due to government regulations, regrettably, Compagnie du Ponant will have to deny boarding to any guest who fails to obtain the
appropriate travel documentation for this trip.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
VALPARAISO – USHUAIA CRUISE:
• During this cruise, Zodiac® outings and/or landings may be organized to bring you closer to the hidden wonders of these spectacular fjords
and glaciers.
• Chile: ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS: Australian, Canadian, Mexican and U.S. citizens entering/exiting Chile must have a valid passport and
pay a RECIPROCITY TAX that will be issued for a stay of up to 90 days upon payment. Currently, the fee is only charged at the Santiago International
Airport. Payment can be made in U.S. currency or by credit card. At time of print, the fees were as follow (subject to change without notice.)
- Australia: US$90
- Canada: US$132
- Mexico: US$26
- USA: US$140

Montevideo - Recife
• Should you need a Visa for Brazil, we strongly recommend you start the necessary application process early.
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SOUTH GEORGIA & ANTARCTICA CRUISES

• A cruise to Antarctica and/or South Georgia is primarily an expedition.
• Given the inaccessibility of the White Continent, we recommend you choose your insurance company carefully. Evacuation costs from the
Antarctic Peninsula are up to 100 000 US$ plus medical costs. Therefore, please be particularly prudent when choosing an insurance company,
especially if you are insured by your credit card. In addition, it is mandatory to return the medical questionnaire, provided at time of booking,
at the latest 90 days prior to departure. This questionnaire is very important in order to respect mandatory safety rules in polar zones. Any false
information on this questionnaire may lead to a refusal of your embarkation at the port of departure, without any possible recourse.
•These voyages include activities such as Zodiac® landings (sometimes wet landings), Zodiac® outings, moderate walks to more active hikes. All
this accompanied by your expedition team of naturalist guides. Considering the nature of the programs, a reasonable level of mobility is required
to enjoy these expeditions.
• Due to the exceptional nature of this itinerary, the calls/sites listed are only a guide. The final route will be confirmed by the ship’s Captain
with priority being given to passenger safety. Pack ice may also force the Captain to change course at the last minute. His decision will be
based on advice from expert pilots who are present on board during our cruise in South Georgia and Antarctica. Zodiac® landings or outings
accompanied by your expedition team offer plenty of opportunities to discover and experience what Antarctica and/or South Georgia have to
offer at close range. These will of course depend on the weather conditions, the ice, the wind and the sea state.
• We also recommend you follow the clothing instructions and advice you will find in your travel documents.
• Argentina: ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS: Australian, Canadian, and U.S. citizens entering/exiting Argentina must have a valid passport and
pay a RECIPROCITY TAX. Fee may be paid online in US dollars by credit card. Consult www.migraciones.gov.ar.
At time of print, the fees were as follow (subject to change without notice)
- Australia: U$D 100 - (multiple entry valid for one year)
- Canada: U$D 75 - (one entry) or U$D 150 - (multiple entry valid for 5 years from first entry)
- USA: U$D 140 - (one entry)
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INSURANCE

une société

international

La Compagnie du Ponant is creating a new insurance and multi-risk assistance contract. Enjoy worry-free travel with our exclusive Ponant
5* Insurance policy, arranged through our partner, TMS, a specialist in high-end travel insurance. This insurance will cover you on all
our itineraries without exception, and for the full duration of your cruise. TMS has been our partner for nearly 15 years and has plenty
of experience in the type of problems that may arise. We are therefore offering to be the single and unique point of contact for booking
your flights and cruises and also for managing insurance cover throughout your trip. The guarantees provided are subject to a surcharge
of 4% incl. taxes on the total cost of your cruise. The policy must be taken out on the day your cruise is purchased or no later than 46
days before your cruise starts. Our sales staff are at your disposal to answer all your questions. To be eligible you must live in mainland
France including Corsica, the French overseas departments, Andorra and Monaco, or in an EU country or in Switzerland.

BENEFITS

Maximum amounts / person, incl. tax

Trip cancellation
Illness (including relapse from previous illness or injury), accident, death of the insured, of a family
member or an insured accompanying party.
• Attack or natural disaster occurring at destination point
• Other justified reasons
 Deductible
•

25 000 € maximum / person
75 000 € maximum / event
10% of the cancellation cost with a minimum of 50 € /
person (no deductible in case of illness, accident or death)

Missed connection
Travel expenses up to the next stop-over
OR
• Early return
•

50% of the trip cost with a maximum of 1 500 € / person
Return ticket + taxi fare

Baggage
Theft, total or partial destruction, loss during conveyance by a shipping company
 Deductible
• Late delivery>24h
•

3 049 € incl. tax / person
30 € / file
Fixed sum of 400 € incl. tax / person

Assistance to persons in case of illness or injury during travel
Transportation / Repatriation
Return travel of family members or insured accompanying party
OR
• Presence during hospitalization
- Transportation
- Accommodations
• Prolonged stay of accompanying party in the event of hospitalization
• Accompanying children under 18 years old
• Travel continuation
• Reimbursement of medical expenses abroad and advance of hospitalization costs abroad
- Europe and Mediterranean countries
- Rest of the world
 Deductible for medical expenses
•
•

Actual costs
Return ticket + taxi fare
Round trip ticket + taxi fare
80 € / night (maximum 10 nights)
80 € / night (maximum 4 nights)
Hostess or round trip ticket
Additional travel expenses
75 000 € / person
152 500 € / person
30 € / person / event

Assistance provided in case of death
•
•

Return travel of family members or one or two of the insured accompanying party
Anticipated return in the event of death of a family member, the person in charge of child care or
the professional replacement

Return ticket + taxi fare
Return ticket + taxi fare

Travel Assistance
Advance of bail abroad
Coverage of lawyers’ fees abroad
Early return in case of damages at home
Assistance in case of damages at home
- Conservatory measures
- Accommodations
• Assistance and advance of funds in case of theft, loss or
destruction of identification papers or payment means
•
•
•
•

15 300 € / person
3 100 € / person
Return ticket + taxi fare
80 €
50 € / night (maximum 2 nights)
2 300 € / person

Civil liability
All bodily injury and property damage
Including property damage
 Deductible
•
•

4 500 000 € incl. tax / person
75 000 € incl. tax / person
75 € / claim

Trip interruption
Cost of trip interruption, due to:
- Hospitalization or death of close relations
- Damages at home
• Compensation travel, following:
- Medical repatriation of the insured
•

Prorata temporis (excluding transportation)

Initial cost of insured trip

Travel accident
•
•

Death
Disability
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15 245 € incl. tax / person
15 245 € incl. tax / person
150 000 € incl. tax / event
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PRICE LIST in €*

ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGE: CRUISE + FLIGHTS & TRANSFERS
30rd NOVEMBer 2013

22nd november 2013
PON

ushuaia • ushuaia
LE BoRéal

TB
AN O

From

-30%

10 nights on board

ushuaia • ushuaia
L’AUSTRAL

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

-30%

10 nights on board

S
NU

l’austral

From

S
NU

ushuaia • ushuaia

TB
AN O

PON

10 nights on board

PON

20th november 2013

-30%

Superior Stateroom

5 343 €

3 995 €

Superior Stateroom

5 343 €

3 995 €

Superior Stateroom

5 343 €

3 995 €

Deluxe Stateroom

5 993 €

4 450 €

Deluxe Stateroom

5 993 €

4 450 €

Deluxe Stateroom

5 993 €

4 450 €

6 643 €

4 905 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4

6 643 €

4 905 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4

6 643 €

4 905 €

6 943 €

5 115 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

6 943 €

5 115 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

6 943 €

5 115 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

7 243 €

5 325 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

7 243 €

5 325 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

7 243 €

5 325 €

9 193 €

6 690 €

Deluxe Suite

11 593 €

8 370 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

PON

PON

-30%

From

-30%

9 193 €

6 690 €

Deluxe Suite

11 593 €

8 370 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

From

TB
AN O

S
NU

Deluxe Suite
Prestige Suite - Deck 5

TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

-30%

9 193 €

6 690 €

11 593 €

8 370 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

12 093 €

8 720 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

12 093 €

8 720 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

12 093 €

8 720 €

Owner Suite
3rd adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

12 843 €

9 245 €

12 843 €

9 245 €

9 245 €

2 476 €

3 173 €

2 476 €

3 173 €

2 476 €

6 298 €

4 664 €

6 298 €

4 664 €

Owner Suite
3rd adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

12 843 €

3 173 €

Owner Suite
3rd adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 298 €

4 664 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 298 €

4 664 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 298 €

4 664 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 298 €

4 664 €

850 €

850 €

850 €

850 €

850 €

850 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 75% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

540 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 75% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

540 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 75% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

540 €

Direct chartered flights included - Buenos Aires - Ushuaia - Buenos Aires
An excursion to discover Tierra del Fuego National Park
Transfers included

21st • 31rd JANuary 2014
PON

ushuaia • ushuaia
LE BORÉAL

TB
AN O

From

-25%

10 nights on board

ushuaia • ushuaia
LE boréal

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

-30%

10th February 2014

10 nights on board

S
NU

l’austral

From

S
NU

ushuaia • USHUAIA

TB
AN O

PON

15 nights on board

PON

04th • 19th JANuary 2014

-25%

Superior Stateroom

8 199 €

5 995 €

Superior Stateroom

6 744 €

5 270 €

Superior Stateroom

6 744 €

5 270 €

Deluxe Stateroom

9 249 €

6 730 €

Deluxe Stateroom

7 444 €

5 795 €

Deluxe Stateroom

7 444 €

5 795 €

10 224 €

7 412 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4

8 094 €

6 283 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4

8 094 €

6 283 €

10 674 €

7 727 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

8 394 €

6 508 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

8 394 €

6 508 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

11 124 €

8 042 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

8 694 €

6 733 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

8 694 €

6 733 €
PON

PON

-25%

From

-25%

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

From

TB
AN O

S
NU

TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

-25%

Deluxe Suite

13 974 €

10 693 €

Deluxe Suite

10 594 €

8 158 €

Deluxe Suite

10 594 €

8 158 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

17 574 €

13 393 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

12 994 €

9 958 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

12 994 €

9 958 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

18 324 €

13 956 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

13 494 €

10 333 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

13 494 €

10 333 €

Owner Suite
3 adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

19 449 €

14 800 €

14 244 €

10 895 €

14 244 €

10 895 €

3 874 €

3 118 €

6 999 €

5 462 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 999 €

5 462 €

850 €

850 €

rd

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

4 614 €

3 485 €

9 302 €

7 189 €

Owner Suite
3 adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

9 302 €

7 189 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

850 €

850 €

from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 75% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

790 €

rd

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)
Safety and port taxes(3)

3 874 €

3 118 €

6 999 €

5 462 €

Owner Suite
3 adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 999 €

5 462 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

850 €

850 €

from + 50% (Cabin)
and + 100% (Suites)
540 €

rd

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)
Safety and port taxes(3)

Direct chartered flights included - Buenos Aires - Ushuaia - Buenos Aires
An excursion to discover Tierra del Fuego National Park
Transfers included

*For details on pricing and conditions refer to pages 48 to 51.
(1) Limited number of cabins available and on request. (2) Child sharing the cabin of 2 adults. (3) Amount subject to change without notice.
Validity of the fare subject to availability.
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from + 50% (Cabin)
and + 100% (Suites)
540 €

PON

ushuaia • ushuaia
L’AUSTRAL

TB
AN O

From

-30%

15 nights on board

ushuaia • ushuaia
L’AUSTRAl

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

-30%

20th DeCEMBer 2013

10 nights on board

S
NU

LE BORÉAL

From

S
NU

ushuaia • ushuaia

TB
AN O

PON

10 nights on board

PON

10th DeCEMBer 2013

02nd DeCEMBer 2013

-30%

Superior Stateroom

5 343 €

3 995 €

Superior Stateroom

5 629 €

4 195 €

Superior Stateroom

8 199 €

5 995 €

Deluxe Stateroom

5 993 €

4 450 €

Deluxe Stateroom

6 329 €

4 685 €

Deluxe Stateroom

9 249 €

6 730 €

6 643 €

4 905 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4

6 979 €

5 140 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4

10 224 €

7 412 €

6 943 €

5 115 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

7 279 €

5 350 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

10 674 €

7 727 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

7 243 €

5 325 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

7 579 €

5 560 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

11 124 €

8 042 €

9 193 €

6 690 €

Deluxe Suite

11 593 €

8 370 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

-25%

7 322 €

Deluxe Suite

13 974 €

10 693 €

9 122 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

17 574 €

13 393 €

12 093 €

8 720 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

12 379 €

9 497 €

12 843 €

9 245 €

13 129 €

10 059 €

3 173 €

2 476 €

3 316 €

2 576 €

6 298 €

4 664 €

Owner Suite
3rd adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 441 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 298 €

4 664 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

850 €

850 €

from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 75% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

540 €

From

-25%

9 479 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

TB
AN O

11 879 €

Owner Suite
3rd adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite
Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

PON

PON

-30%

From

S
NU

From

TB
AN O

S
NU

Deluxe Suite
Prestige Suite - Deck 5

TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

18 324 €

13 956 €

19 449 €

14 800 €

4 614 €

3 485 €

5 044 €

Owner Suite
3rd adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

9 302 €

7 189 €

6 441 €

5 044 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

9 302 €

7 189 €

850 €

850 €

850 €

850 €

from + 50% (Cabin)
and + 100% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

540 €

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 75% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

790 €

Direct chartered flights included - Buenos Aires - Ushuaia - Buenos Aires
An excursion to discover Tierra del Fuego National Park
Transfers included

PON

ushuaia • ushuaia
LE BORÉAL

TB
AN O

From

-30%

15 nights on board

ushuaia • MONTEVIDEO
l’austral

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

-30%

22nd February 2014

10 nights on board

S
NU

L’AUSTRAL

From

S
NU

ushuaia • ushuaia

TB
AN O

PON

20th February 2014

10 nights on board

PON

12th February 2014

-30%

Superior Stateroom

6 744 €

5 270 €

Superior Stateroom

5 343 €

3 995 €

Superior Stateroom

6 068 €

4 375 €

Deluxe Stateroom

7 444 €

5 795 €

Deluxe Stateroom

5 993 €

4 450 €

Deluxe Stateroom

7 043 €

5 058 €

8 094 €

6 283 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4

6 643 €

4 905 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4

8 018 €

5 740 €

8 394 €

6 508 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

6 943 €

5 115 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

8 468 €

6 055 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

8 694 €

6 733 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

7 243 €

5 325 €

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 6

8 918 €

6 370 €

Deluxe Suite

10 594 €

8 158 €

Deluxe Suite

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

12 994 €

9 958 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

PON

PON

-25%

From

-30%

TB
AN O

From

S
NU

From

TB
AN O

S
NU

TB
AN O

S
NU

PON

Prestige Stateroom - Deck 4
Prestige Stateroom - Deck 5

-25%

9 193 €

6 690 €

Deluxe Suite

11 843 €

8 989 €

11 593 €

8 370 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 5

15 443 €

11 689 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

13 494 €

10 333 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

12 093 €

8 720 €

Prestige Suite - Deck 6

16 193 €

12 251 €

Owner Suite
3 adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

14 244 €

10 895 €

12 843 €

9 245 €

17 318 €

13 095 €

3 285 €

2 427 €

7 973 €

6 086 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

7 973 €

6 086 €

425 €

425 €

rd

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)
Safety and port taxes(3)

3 874 €

3 118 €

6 999 €

5 462 €

Owner Suite
3 adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 999 €

5 462 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

850 €

850 €

from + 50% (Cabin)
and + 100% (Suites)
540 €

rd

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

3 173 €

2 476 €

6 298 €

4 664 €

Owner Suite
3 adult Passenger
in a Superior Stateroom
3rd Passenger in a Prestige Suite

6 298 €

4 664 €

4th Passenger in a Prestige Suite

850 €

850 €

from + 30% (Cabin)
and + 75% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

540 €

Direct chartered flights included - Buenos Aires - Ushuaia - Buenos Aires
An excursion to discover Tierra del Fuego National Park
Transfers included

rd

Children 8-11 sharing parents(2)
Single Occupancy Supplement(1)

from + 50% (Cabin)
and + 100% (Suites)

Safety and port taxes(3)

770 €

Direct chartered flight included
Buenos Aires - Ushuaia
An excursion to discover
Tierra del Fuego National Park
Transfers included

*For details on pricing and conditions refer to pages 48 to 51.
(1) Limited number of cabins available and on request. (2) Child sharing the cabin of 2 adults. (3) Amount subject to change without notice.
Validity of the fare subject to availability.
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GENERAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION
1 - “Cruise & Flights” program rates are per person and include:
• “Cruise & Flights” Programs for expedition voyages Ushuaia-Ushuaia: Direct, non-stop
private flights Buenos-Aires/Ushuaia/Buenos-Aires in Economy-class on LAN AIRLINES
• “Cruise & Flights” Programs for expedition voyages Ushuaia-Montevideo: Direct, nonstop private one-way flight Buenos-Aires/Ushuaia in Economy-class on LAN AIRLINES
• Meet and Greet by our representatives in Ushuaia and luggage direct transfer from
the airport to the ship for port clearance
• Choice between one full day tour to Tierra del Fuego National Park with lunch
included and escort of English Speaking local guide (detailed description available
upon request) OR direct transfer to the port for embarkation, buffet lunch and access
to the Main Lounge (cabins/suites will not be accessible before 5pm)
• All meals from dinner on the day of embarkation to breakfast on the day of disembarkation
• Captain’s welcome cocktail and gala dinner
• Evening gatherings, organised entertainments and events
• Mineral water, tea, filter coffee, a selection of white, red and rosé wines offered
during meals; afternoon tea
• Luggage porterage from the gangway to your cabin or suite at embarkation and
disembarkation times
• SPECIAL FOR PROGRAMS IN US$: THE ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGE includes the
Open Bar (pouring wines, DRAPPIER champagne, alcohol except premium brands,
coffees, juices and soft drinks ; list available upon request), port and safety taxes, and
crew gratuities
• Room service 24h (special selection)
• Highly experienced multi-lingual Expedition team for all programs identified with
“Expedition” logo
• Multi-lingual lecturer when mentioned by “lecturer on board” logo
2 - “Cruise & Flights” programs don’t include:
• Airport taxes (subject to modification) and porterage
• Port and safety taxes (included only in cruise packages presented in US$)
• Any ground services before and/or after the cruise other than the ones mentioned in
each “Cruise & Flights” package and for which details are available upon request.
Don’t hesitate to contact your travel agent or consult www.ponant.com
• Optional Open bar package (included only in US$ program rates) to be booked
exclusively prior departure
• Optional Spa package to be booked prior your departure; Please ask for more information
• Beverages other than the ones mentioned
• Laundry services, hair salon and à la carte Spa treatments
• Personal expenses, on board medical consultations and drug prescriptions
• crew gratuities (included only in US$ program rates)
• Cancellation/luggage/assistance/repatriation/medical insurance(s)
• Visa expenses and/or immigration reciprocity taxes if applicable
It is essential not to forget to bring with you your binoculars for a good fauna observation
during Nature outings. Please do not forget to bring your medical certificates when it is
required to participate in an expedition cruise.
3 - Ground services / Shore excursions
Transportation services to the port of departure, transfers to the ship, including, as
applicable, hotel room and restaurant bookings or guided tours, are performed by
independent suppliers who are not employees of Compagnie du Ponant. In this respect,
Compagnie du Ponant acts only as an agent and shall not be held liable for said
services or for the acts or omissions of sub-contractors or other contractors. The passenger
agrees that Compagnie du Ponant acts as agent and/or trustee for any person including
ground and maritime agents and subcontractors, who provide any service forming, or in
connection with, any part of the cruise.
Our ”Cruise and Flights” programs are made in connection with Compagnie du Ponant
selected regular or private charter flights. Final timings and schedule of the day by day
program will be communicated with the cruise ticket. All our programs are made in
economy class and according to number of seats available. If the class is not available
anymore, we will suggest, depending on the availability, extra seats with a supplement.
On International flights, check-in luggage is limited to 23kg/50lbs and 8kg/17lbs per
person for carry-on luggage (besides airlines frequent flyer advantages). On regular
domestic or intercontinental flights, check-in luggage limits are between 15 and 20
kg/33 to 44lbs and 8kg/17lbs per person for carry-on. On Compagnie du Ponant
Private charter flights, check-in luggage is limited to 20 kg/44lbs and 8kg/17lbs
maximum per person as carry-on. We thank you for taking these restrictions into account.
Airline carriers charge for extra weight and sometimes refuse, for strict security reasons,
to check-in overweight and oversized luggage. Compagnie du Ponant and the airline
carriers waive all liability for luggage with extra weight that is refused at the check-in.
4 - Rates and savings
Please find the rates for each expedition program on our website www.ponant.com.
Ponant Bonus saving is not applicable on taxes. Tax amounts are subject to change and
in addition to the package rates (Except for All Inclusive packages presented in US$)
4-1 : Public rates:
They are the reference rates of the cruise applicable for the validity period of the
brochure. Public rates are per person and based on double occupancy.
4-2 : Ponant Bonus Fares:
PONANT BONUS is a special savings program off published cruise-only rates for
selected voyages. Ponant Bonus is the guaranteed best price you can obtain on the
day you make your reservation. It can save you up to 30% off the public rates. Ponant
Bonus fares are capacity controlled, subject to availability and may change at any time
without notice. Ponant Bonus could decrease or be closed for specific stateroom and
suite categories or entire cruises. Contact your travel agent or refer to www.ponant.com
to determine the Ponant Bonus available at the time of booking your cruise(s). Ponant
Bonus may not be combinable with other promotional offers or onboard cruise credits.
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4-3 : Other savings:
• Combination cruise (if applicable): -10% off the second consecutive cruise-only rate,
port taxes excluded, applicable on all consecutive cruises, except Ocean Voyages.
• Ponant Yacht Club Grand Admiral Members: -5% off the cruise-only rate, port taxes
excluded
• Family & Friends: -5% off the cruise-only rate, port taxes excluded, for all bookings of
5 adults or more, booked at the same time and all sailing together on the same cruise
• Honeymoon: see details on www.ponant.com
• Wedding Anniversary (every 5th year): see details on www.ponant.com
• On board Reservations: -5% off the cruise-only rate, port taxes excluded for each new
cruise booked with our onboard staff.
NOTE: These discounts/benefits are not combinable with any offer other than those
mentioned above. They are not applicable on Ocean Voyages (programs not qualifying
for Ponant Yacht Club Benefits) If you are entitled to several discounts, the value of the
second discount is calculated from the revised rate obtained after the deduction of the first
discount and so on.
5 - Children:
Children under 6 months of age and women who are over 6 months pregnant are not
authorised to board. For children under 8 years old, an embarkation authorization should
be asked in writing to Compagnie du Ponant at the time of booking. If accepted, a liability
waiver will have to be completed and returned to Compagnie du Ponant to validate your
booking. On Antarctica programs, children must be able to disembark/embark by zodiac
without assistance and be able to understand and follow safety instructions. Therefore
disembarkation is submitted to Captain’s and Expedition Leader’s decision depending on
weather conditions and landing sites. In all cases, children and young adults, once on
board, are the entire and total responsibility of their parents or guardians.
Children from 8 to 11 years old, sharing with 2 adults and Teenagers from 12 to 18 years
old, sharing with 1 or 2 adults: special discounts apply; please contact us.
6 - Mobility
Both LE BORéAL and L’AUSTRAL have three cabins which are specially adapted for
disabled guests (ADA Norms). Nevertheless, for safety reasons, all passengers must either
be fully mobile or must be accompanied by a travelling companion fit and able to provide
all necessary assistance during the voyage. Please note that animals (including service
and/or comfort animals) are not permitted aboard. Persons who are not fully mobile,
with physical disabilities or other handicaps requiring special treatment or assistance,
including persons who use a wheelchair, must advise Compagnie du Ponant in writing
of the nature of such conditions when making a reservation request and by all means
before the signature of booking form. Compagnie du Ponant reserves the right to refuse
passage to anyone who has failed to notify them of such limited mobility, disabilities or
need of assistance, whose medical conditions is not compatible with security rules and
requirements specific to the navigation area, or who, in the Compagnie du Ponant’s
opinion is unfit for travel. Please note that landings are done using zodiacs making them
very difficult or even impossible for passengers with limited mobility. Each landing will be
subject to Captain and Expedition Leader approval.
7 - Others:
• Women who are more than 6 months pregnant at the time of disembarkation are not
permitted to travel
• All our vessels are non-smoking with the exception of designated areas on outside decks.
• Animals (including service and/or comfort animals) are not permitted aboard.
• Any specific health issue, if known, must be reported in writing to our medical
department through the mandatory medical questionnaire to be filled and returned by
each participant to an Antarctica program, at the latest 90 days prior departure. Please
contact us for procedures
• Due to exceptional nature of these programs, sites names are given as an indication
only. Final route will be confirmed daily by Captain and Expedition Leader depending
on ice conditions, weather forecasts with priority being given to passenger safety.
• Euro, US Dollar currencies and credit cards (VISA, MASTERCARD and AMEX) are
accepted on board. Note there are no ATMs onboard the ships or money exchange.
Onboard purchases may be charged back to the guest’s stateroom.
• Ship master retains the right to change the itineraries as per article 4.2 of the cruise ticket.
• Detailed terms and conditions are available on www.ponant.com and upon request.

COMPAGNIE DU PONANT is a voting Member of International Association of
Antarctica Tour Operators (IAATO), organization founded in 1991 to advocate, promote
and practice safe and environmentally responsible private-sector travel to the Antarctic.

antARCTICa COLLECTION by

compagnie du ponant | 49

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
These are extracts of the terms and conditions which will apply to your cruise. Please
read them carefully. Complete terms and conditions are available upon request. Attention
is particularly drawn to the exemption and limitation of liability in favour of Compagnie
Du Ponant / Compagnie Du Ponant USA LLC, hereinafter referred as “the Company” or
“CDP”. These terms and conditions are subject to change without notice.
1 - Transferability
A reservation for one of the programs listed in this brochure is only valid for date, cruise
program and passenger(s) names listed on the written confirmation received upon
reservation and on the cruise ticket provided with travel documents. Passenger may
transfer the ticket to a third party, who shall fill the same conditions as the passenger
to perform all purchased services, as long as the agreement has not rendered any
effect. The transferor and/or transferee must settle any fees which result, and inform the
Company and the seller of this decision by registered letter with acknowledgement of
receipt no later than 90 days prior day of embarkation. In the event where the passenger
transfers his/her ticket without informing the Company and the seller as per the terms
described above, this ticket transfer will be invalid and the ticket will be cancelled without
any possible refund.
2 - Payment Schedule
In order to secure a booking, the guest is required to pay 25% of total cruise price upon
confirmation. The final 75% is due no later than 60 days prior to sailing/departure. All
reservations are subject to cancellation fees if payments are not received by the due date.
Your full payment or acceptance of a ticket constitutes agreement to these Terms and
Conditions, General and Important information presented in this brochure as part of the
Passenger Ticket Contract. Any revisions to the above payment plan must be in writing
and approved by CDP.
3 - Revisions & modifications
Guests who deviate from the scheduled embarkation or disembarkation port should inform
the Company in advance to obtain her agreement. Once a booking is secured by a
deposit, all revisions and/or changes which occurred less than 90 days before departure
are subject to an administration change fee that has to be paid by the passenger as
stated hereunder in “Cancellation & Refunds”. The passenger who decides to shorten
his journey cannot claim any refund for any unused services. The passenger, who fails to
present himself in time for his departure or relinquishes booked services included in the
program for any reason, cannot claim any refund.
4 - Cancellation & Refunds
All cancellations must be in writing. Any and all guests not reporting for departure or
prevented from reporting for departure or waiving for any reason whatsoever the benefit
of services included in the program cannot claim any refund. Compagnie du Ponant shall
not be required to refund any monies to any guests who must leave the sailing prematurely
for any reason, nor shall Compagnie du Ponant be held responsible for any costs, fees,
damages or causes of action which result from the transportation expenses incurred by
guest’s early departure.
5 - For any deposited or fully paid booking, cancellation or modifications penalties will
be assessed as noted below.
• More than 90 days before departure: EUR 300 per person (or equivalent in USD or GBP)
• 90-61 days before departure: 25% per person of full fare
• 60-46 days before departure: 50% per person of full fare
• 45-31 days before departure: 75% per person of full fare
• Less than 30 days before departure: 100% of full fare
6 - Formalities and health information
Before booking one of these journeys or trips offered in this brochure, each passenger is
personally responsible for complying with the required legal regulations. All passengers must
carry a valid passport, as well as the visas and vaccination certificates which may be required
at the airport, at the port of arrival and departure. Company du Ponant waives all liability
for not complying with the required legal regulations regarding immigration, customs or
sanitary documents required before departure and during his trip. Please note that Australian,
Canadian, and U.S. citizens entering/exiting Argentina must have a valid passport and pay
a Reciprocity Tax. Currently, the fee will have to be paid by credit card online before arriving
in Argentina: Please consult www.migraciones.gov.ar or www.provinciapagos.com.ar.
At time of print, the fees were as follow (subject to change without notice) Australia:
U$D 100 - (multiple entry valid for one year). Canada: U$D 75 - (one entry) or U$D
150 - (multiple entry valid for 5 years from first entry). USA: U$D 140 - (one entry).
Any guest who fails to obtain the appropriate travel documentation to board the airplane
or access to the ship is responsible and may not claim any compensation or refund of
his trip or services.
The information given in this brochure is current but subject to change at any time without
advance notice from governement authorities. Please consult respective government
agencies up to the departure date.
7 - Transportation and services
7-1: Air tra nsport and Flight Package information
All airline tickets are provided in the electronic ticket format. It is imperative to ensure
that the first names and surnames communicated are those mentioned on the relevant
passport, as they cannot be changed later. Any mistakes, or requests to alter the name,
will require the purchase of a new ticket. Compagnie du Ponant will provide passengers,
at the time they make their booking, with the name of the airline or airline carriers which
have either already been selected or are likely to be selected. Compagnie du Ponant
undertakes to inform passengers, before departure, of any changes to the identity of the
airline or airline carriers as soon as they are known.

50 | WInter Cruises 2013 - 2014

The words “direct flight” mean there will be no change of aircraft, but do not exclude
the possibility that there may be one or several stops. A “direct non-stop flight” means no
change of aircraft and no stops. Private charter flights do not offer special meals. Airline
carriers can enter into a “code share” agreement whereby they are able to sell a flight under
their own name, although the aircraft itself may be operated by another airline company.
The schedules and type of transportation listed are provided by the transportation
companies at the time this brochure was being produced. They are a guideline to the
moment of departure and are subject to change for all kinds of reasons (additional stops
added, weather conditions, air traffic control authorisation, strikes, etc). In accordance
with the Warsaw and Montreal Convention, timings and routes as well as departure/
destination airports are not a contractual element of the transportation ticket. Under these
conditions, Compagnie du Ponant cannot be held responsible for changes that are
beyond its control.
Changes to the original travel program may be the result, in particular, of technical faults,
weather conditions, political reasons, delays or cancellations, strikes, additional stops,
changes to aircraft or routes, etc. Under no circumstances can these incidences be attributed
to Compagnie du Ponant or any compensation made whatsoever. If a client wishes to
abandon his journey, he will be liable to the cruise cancellation fees indicated above.
The airline carrier’s responsibility, in the event of damages, complaints or claims of
any kind, is limited to the carriage of passengers and their luggage by air, within the
terms and conditions stipulated on the tickets and by the airline companies themselves.
Compagnie du Ponant will not reimburse any expenses (taxis, meals, hotels, etc), when
the passenger is under the responsibility of the airline company. The consequences of
accidents/incidents occurring when travelling by air are governed by the Warsaw and
Montreal Convention, or by the local regulations governing national transportation in the
country concerned.
”Our Cruise and Flights” programs are made in connection with Compagnie du Ponant
selected regular or private charter flights. Final timings and schedule of the day by day
program will be communicated with the cruise ticket. All our programs are made in
economy class and according to number of seats available. If the class is not available
anymore, we will suggest, depending on the availability, extra seats with a supplement.
On International flights, check-in luggage is limited to 23kg/50lbs and 8kg/17lbs per
person for carry-on luggage (besides airlines frequent flyer advantages). On regular
domestic or intercontinental flights, check-in luggage limits are between 15 and 20
kg/33 to 44lbs and 8kg/17lbs per person for carry-on. On Compagnie du Ponant
Private charter flights, check-in luggage is limited to 20 kg/44lbs and 8kg/17lbs
maximum per person as carry-on. We thank you for taking these restrictions into account.
Airline carriers charge for extra weight and sometimes refuse, for strict security reasons,
to check-in overweight and oversized luggage. Compagnie du Ponant and the airline
carriers waive all liability for luggage with extra weight that is refused at the check-in.
8 - Boarding and transportation terms and conditions
a) Embarkation:
Guests must report for boarding in the conditions set by the cruise ticket (details of cruise
ticket document are available upon request). Passengers are responsible for having
received all medical inoculations necessary for the voyage and having their cruise ticket,
a valid passport, visas and other documents mandatory for the scheduled ports of call
and disembarkation. If a passenger does not have proper documents he/she will not be
allowed to embark. Boarding the ship automatically makes the passenger subject to the
application of the provisions hereafter, as well as the general conditions concerning the
travel program, which they are familiar with and which they have accepted.
b) Visas, Passport and Health information:
At the time of boarding, all guests must have a passport valid for six months following
disembarkation as well as necessary visas and vaccination certificates which may be
required in destination ports where the ship calls. CDP accepts no responsibility for
obtaining required visas or for advising guests of visa or other immigration requirements.
Please consult relevant authorities or a visa service to determine accurately if any visas,
health certificates, or vaccinations are required. If incorrect documents are obtained,
guests will be unable to participate in particular shore excursions and may be denied
boarding and/or disembark in certain port of calls/countries. The Company and/or
master of the ship are entitled to refuse embarkation or to prevent disembarkation of any
passengers who do not show the documents allowing them to disembark at the scheduled
destination or stopover ports. Every passenger is personally responsible for compliance
with the statutory and regulatory provisions in force before departure.
Note: Due to airline security measures, your passport name must match your airline ticket
name or you may be denied boarding.
c) Health and Security:
If it appears to the Company and/or the Master of the ship that a passenger is for any
reason whatsoever unfit to travel or likely to endanger his health or safety or impair the
comfort of others on board or seems likely to be refused permission to land at any port or
to render the Company liable for his maintenance, support or repatriation, the Company
or the Master of the ship shall be entitled at any time to take any of the following courses
as appear appropriate to them, namely a) To refuse to embark or disembark the passenger
at any particular port; b) To disembark him at any port; c) To transfer him from one berth
to another; d) To confine him to one cabin of the ship’s medical centre; e) Through the
ship’s doctor and/or his staff to administer any drug, medication or other substance or to
admit and/or confine the passenger to the hospital, or any similar institution at any port
provided that the ship’s doctor considers it necessary.
Health care, medical expenses and drugs on land or aboard the ship shall be paid by
passengers. Please note that given the inaccessibility of Antarctica, we recommend you
choose your travel insurance company very carefully. It is mandatory to return the medical
questionnaire provided at the time of booking.
Both LE BORéAL and L’AUSTRAL have three cabins which are specially adapted for
disabled guests (ADA Norms). Nevertheless, for safety reasons, all passengers must either
be fully mobile or must be accompanied by a travelling companion fit and able to provide
all necessary assistance during the voyage.

Please note that animals (including service and/or comfort animals) are not permitted
aboard. Persons who are not fully mobile, with physical disabilities or other handicaps
requiring special treatment or assistance, including persons who use a wheelchair, must
advise Compagnie du Ponant in writing of the nature of such conditions when making a
reservation request and by all means before the signature of booking form. Compagnie
du Ponant reserves the right to refuse passage to anyone who has failed to notify them
of such limited mobility, disabilities or need of assistance, whose medical conditions is
not compatible with security rules and requirements specific to the navigation area, or
who, in the Compagnie du Ponant’s opinion is unfit for travel. Please note that landings
are done using zodiacs making them very difficult or even impossible for passengers with
limited mobility. Each landing will be subject to Captain and Expedition Leader approval.
Passengers accept civil and criminal liability for all damages caused to Compagnie du
Ponant, other passengers or third parties by their actions. Passengers are individually and
solely responsible for the payment of any and all fines or penalties inflicted by competent
authorities on account of their own acts.
9 - Itinerary changes/alterations/cancellation of a trip:
a) Arrival and departure times are given as an indication only. The Company cannot
guarantee coincidence with corresponding schedules (plane, train...) notably due
to modification of the programme duration initially planned, which cannot incur any
compensation, as the Company cannot be held liable for indirect damages. CDP reserves
the right to withdraw and/or cancel a sailing to make changes in the itinerary whenever,
in its sole judgment, or in the judgment of the vessel owner or operator, conditions warrant it.
b) In the event of adverse meteorological conditions or adverse political or social
conditions in the country of a port of call or for any other fact that may jeopardize the
safety of guests or of the ship, or in the event of orders by public authorities, the Company
may change the itinerary or ports of call or destination, delay, end or cancel the trip,
divert the ship, tow or be towed, transfer guests and their luggage aboard any other
means of transportation, even when this results in an increase or a shortening of the
advertised program. The Company does not warrant that these will correspond to the time
schedule of connecting flights or transfers (eg planes or trains...), due to the fact that the
initially scheduled trip duration may be altered. No indemnification shall be due on this
account, as the Company is not liable for indirect damages.
c) Under any circumstances, the ship may provide assistance to any person or goods
at sea, and will not be liable for the consequences of a modification to the cruise
programme for this reason.
d) In the case of external events beyond the control of the Company or for any reason
regarding the safety of travellers or the ship or due to an insufficient number of participants,
according to that which is provided for by the terms and conditions of the trip programme,
the Company may cancel the cruise and must inform the passengers by registered letter
with acknowledgement of receipt or email, fax with proof of delivery.
Cruise & Flight Programs indicated in the brochure “COMPAGNIE DU PONANTANTARCTICA COLLECTION - WINTER CRUISES 2013-2014” are subject to a minimum
of participants. Compagnie du Ponant may cancel any cruise program up to 21 days
before departure if the minimum of guests registered is under or equal to 50% of the ship
capacity (200 guests).
e) In the event of an alteration of the contract by the Company after boarding the ship,
passengers shall in any case not be entitled to any indemnification other than refund for
unperformed services for which no replacement was provided. In addition, passengers
may be requested to pay extra monies for services rendered under such circumstances
and for the costs of living aboard the ship in the event that the duration of the trip is
extended

11 - Independent contractors/Limit of liability
The passenger agrees that Compagnie du Ponant acts as agent and/or trustee for
any person, ground and maritime agents and subcontractors, who provide any service
forming, or in connection with, any part of the cruise. Transportation services to the port
of departure, transfers to the ship, including, as applicable, hotel room and restaurant
bookings or guided tours, are performed by independent suppliers who are not employees
of Compagnie du Ponant. In this respect, Compagnie du Ponant acts only as an agent
and shall not be held liable for said services or for the acts or omissions of sub-contractors
or other contractors.
Compagnie du Ponant shall not be held liable for bodily injury to, or death of passengers,
or for loss of, or damage to luggage or other personal belongings, unless it is proved that
the carrier has infringed statutory obligations or that it or one of its employees or agents
has committed gross negligence. However, in the event the liability of Compagnie du
Ponant is incurred, such liability is limited (details available upon request).
Compagnie du Ponant shall in any case not be liable for failure of an improper
performance when the same is due to or caused by the fault of the passenger; the
unforeseeable or unavoidable fault or a third party unconnected with the provision of any
services to be provided under the contract ; unusual and unforeseeable circumstances
beyond the control of Compagnie du Ponant; an event of “Force Majeure” such as a war,
threat of war, riots, civil commotion, acts of God, terrorist activities, natural and nuclear
disaster, fire, technical problems with transport, closure of ports, strikes and any industrial
action, or any other event beyond the control of Compagnie du Ponant.
Compagnie du Ponant and the Owners and operators of the vessels identified in this
brochure shall be entitled to claim the benefit of whichever law, regulation, treaty or
doctrine provides the greatest protection.
12 - Validity of the brochure
From October 27th, 2012 and until further notice, this brochure cancels and replaces all
information contained in all brochures COMPAGNIE DU PONANT or any other leaflet.
13 - Rates
The prices given at the time of booking are based on economic conditions known on
October 04th, 2012 for the period from November 20th, 2013 and until further notice.
These conditions are, amongst others, the cost of transport and fuel, relevant dues and
taxes for the proposed operation (port taxes, embarkation and disembarkation taxes,
entrance costs to tourist sites), currency exchange rates relevant to the pricing of these
programmes. Compagnie du Ponant reserves the right within the legal limits of French Law
to vary the prices if necessary. All variation of the cost of transport, fuel, taxes, dues and
visa costs will be passed on within the voyage cost. Additionally, any surcharge levied
will be increased to include an amount to cover agent’s commission. Any change in fare
cannot be imposed less than 30 days prior to departure. For the cruise-only rate, daily
surcharge, if any, will be calculated based on:
S=

fuel variation* x daily consumption**
Ship capacity ***

(*): MGO FOB Rotterdam 0,1% in US$
(**): Le Boréal and L’austral 20t
(***): 200

The Company may give passengers cabins other than those initially planned.

14 - Travel Insurance

10 - Luggage

Passengers shall be responsible for subscribing to cancellation/luggage/assistance/
repatriation/medical insurance(s).

a) Each guest can bring aboard a reasonable amount of clothing and personal effects
without charge, subject to airline restrictions. Hand luggage or cabin luggage and
personal effects shall comply with allowances in the terms and conditions provided for
in the programme. Luggage must be distinctly labeled with the passenger’s full name, the
name of the ship and cabin number.
b) All passengers are prohibited from transporting merchandise in their luggage whose
content may threaten the health of other passengers, damage or contaminate their
luggage on the vessel. It is notably forbidden to board or pack animals or inflammable,
explosive, corrosive, dangerous, scented or leaking materials in your luggage.
Failure to comply with these rules will lead to payment of a lump sum penalty provided for by law.
The passenger will in any case be responsible for any injury, loss or damages suffered
due to the presence of these objects, and shall ensure that the Company is not sued due to
such events. Such objects may at any time and in any place be disembarked, destroyed,
thrown into the sea or made safe by the Company without any compensation. It is also
prohibited to load objects as luggage other than those intended for personal use by the
passenger, and notably goods in general, and objects whose importing is prohibited or
which are not compliant with customs or police regulations. The passenger is responsible
for all consequences, expenses, damages and penalties resulting therefrom, and the
Company, in such cases, shall not be held liable for loss or damages.
c) Passengers must look after their personal luggage during the entire duration of the stay
aboard the ship as well as during embarking, transfer and disembarking operations.
Compagnie du Ponant waives all liability for luggage left unattended by passengers
and for which passengers have not taken the necessary precautions against theft, loss or
damage. Specifically, the Company shall not be liable for breakable items and valuables
including but not limited to money, watches, securities, jewellery, computers and any
electronic materials, mobile phones and other precious objects which must be handcarried by the passenger on and off the ship; are the full responsibility of the passenger
at all time. CDP is not responsible for loss of or damage to such items. Passenger is
responsible for subscribing to insurance to cover luggage.

15 - Claims
No claims can be made against CDP without a written and detailed statement of the
claim by registered letter with acknowledgment of receipt requested within the following
time periods : a) For luggage : in the event of obvious damages or loss : at the time of
disembarkation at the latest. In the event of hidden damages or loss: within seven (7) days
of disembarking or of the date when disembarkation should have taken place ; b) For
passengers in the case of bodily harm and damages other than to luggage : within thirty
(30) days from the date when the passenger disembarked or should have disembarked.
Failure to comply with these provisions shall mean that the passenger is deemed to
have safely disembarked without harm and collected his or her luggage without damage
thereto.
16 - Jurisdiction
These terms & conditions are subject to and interpreted according to International
regulations and concern the transportation of passengers and their luggage from the time
of boarding the ship to the moment of disembarking, as well as at ports of departure,
destination, or stopover. CDP shall incur no liability outside this period of time. Without
prejudice to required legal regulations, any actions related either to the interpretation, or
execution of this agreement shall be brought before the competent courts of MarseilleFrance.

CDP is not responsible for omissions, printing and/or presentation errors and reserves the
right to make corrections as required.
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